
 

 

 

20th July 2022 
 

Dear Parents,  
As we come to the end of a busy school year, we certainly didn't expect to be spending the last few days 

trying to keep everyone cool in a heatwave! Still, we made it and the children coped really well with having 

to be inside for two days.  We are pleased to be finishing on a slighter cooler day! 

Thank you for all of your support for us and for your children over the past year.  It is lovely to be writing this 

reflecting on a full year back in school again.  Despite the covid related absences amongst staff and pupils, 

we have had a really positive year.  

Having children in school every day has enabled teachers to re-establish successful learner behaviours and 

staff have worked hard on closing the gaps in learning caused by two disrupted school years.  As a result, 

children have made really good progress throughout the year.   

During the second half of the year, we have once again been able to reintroduce a wider range of activities 

and events including assemblies, plays, residentials, school trips and after school clubs, as well as 

opportunities for parents to come into school and see their children's classrooms and work.  It has definitely 

brought back more of the joy of school life for children, parents and staff!   

Cotswold Wildlife Park 

To finish off the term, Foundation Stage, Year 1 and Year 2 all went to the Cotswold Wildlife Park and had a 

great day visiting all the different animals.  They sought out animals linked to their topics of 'Rainforest' in 

Year 1 and 'Kenya' in Year 2, making links with their learning in class.  The children did really well on a warm 

day, doing lots of walking - and were very excited to be out of school!  Thank you to the Infant staff for 

organising the trip and to all the parents who came along to help.  It was a fun day and lovely to have given 

all the children the experience of a school trip before the end of the year.   

Year 5 and 6 Production 

Year 5 and 6's production of 'Hidden Treasures' last week really was a triumph!  The children performed 

brilliantly and delivered their lines confidently, complete with great comic timing.  The singing was lovely and 

many of the main parts also sang super solos. We were very proud of them all, especially as their last 

performance in school would have been their Infant Nativity in Year 2!  They clearly enjoyed themselves and 

became more and more confident as the rehearsals and performances went on.  Thank you again to Maff 

and Sonny Potts for sharing their production with us - the messages in it were really powerful and it was a 

privilege to have the premiere of 'Hidden Treasures' at St John's! I am sure it won't be the last performance 

of the play. 

Goodbyes 

Today we say goodbye to our Year 6 class.  As well as having a flair for performing, they are a group of young 

people with many other talents and they have achieved well during their time with us.  They have been 

wonderful Foundation Stage buddies, helping our youngest children settle into school life and have 

volunteered to help around school in other roles such as Junior Active Leaders too.  We will miss them but 
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know they are ready for the challenge of secondary school.  We wish them all the very best as they move on 

from St John's. 

We also say goodbye today to Sam Colbourne, our Year 5 teacher.  Sam has been at St John's for 7 years and 

leaves us to pursue a new venture outside of teaching.  Sam is a super teacher and has shown real 

dedication to the school during her time with us, always ensuring that the children in her care are nurtured 

and that her classroom is a happy and fun place to learn. I know many parents have appreciated her support 

over the years too.  Huge thanks to Sam for all of her hard work and all good wishes for the future - she will 

be missed by us all. 

Summer Learning 

In order to keep their reading 'on the boil', we are encouraging children to join in with the Library Reading 

Challenge over the summer holiday. It is free to join at Wallingford Library and they can create a profile 

online too   https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/.  We will also send children home today with a small 

book that can be used as a holiday diary, to be written in once or twice a week, again to ensure that writing 

is kept 'on the boil' over the holidays.  Children may like to draw in their diaries too, especially those lower 

down the school. Do encourage your child to take part in both activities - there will be house points and 

stickers for those who do on their return to school in September! 

Wallingford Museum 

Key Stage 2 children had a visit from Sue, a volunteer at Wallingford Museum, who told them all about the 

exciting activities happening at the Museum over the summer holiday.  The children were very interested - 

we clearly have lots of budding archaeologists, palaeontologists and artists at St. John's! Some of the events 

Sue told us about were: 

• Family Archaeology Day - Saturday 23 July 
• Big Art Day - Saturday 20 August 
• Fabulous Fossils - Saturday 24 September. 

More information about all of the events can be found  on the Museum 

website: https://www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk/events  

Another local initiative is the 50 Things to do before you are 5 which can be downloaded as a app.  It has lots 

of ideas for free things to do locally:  https://oxfordshire.50thingstodo.org/app/os#!/welcome 

Finally, I want to thank the whole St John's team for all of their efforts over the last academic year.  As 

always, they have worked hard to nurture and provide exciting learning opportunities for the children.  The 

need for support academically and emotionally after two periods of school closure and the impact of the 

pandemic, has been greater than in previous years.  The staff have ensured that extra support has been 

there for children who needed it and been incredibly flexible so that we could keep the learning going for 
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the children during the more difficult periods of absence this year.  I am truly grateful.  They all deserve a 

really good rest over the summer holidays.     

Our September INSET days are Friday 2nd September and Monday 5th September.  We will welcome children 

back to school on Tuesday 6th September.  

 

Wishing you all a very happy and restful summer. 

 

Kind regards, 

Nicky Hughes 

 


