
 

 

 

24th June 2022 
 

Dear Parents,  
 
We have had a really busy calendar of events over the last three weeks and are now half way 
through the term already! 
 
The PTFA Summer Fair last Saturday was a really successful and enjoyable event.  Thank you to 
everyone who was involved in the planning and running of the stalls.   Despite the slightly wet and 
windy weather, the Fair was well-attended and it was a lovely afternoon.  An amazing 380 jolly jam 
jars were sold, as well as lots of toys and books.  Children enjoyed the craft activities and the games 
run by Year 6 - and the adults enjoyed trying their luck at the wine tombola!  The BBQ and cake 
stalls were busy all afternoon too.  Thank you to everyone who contributed items for the Fair and 
who came along on the day to support us.  As well as being fun for the children and a lovely 
community event, we also raised valuable funds that will go towards projects in school such as 
replacing the Adventure Playground and updating IT equipment.   
 
On Tuesday we held a Curriculum Evening for parents.  This was an opportunity to learn more 
about what is taught in the Foundation Subjects, meet subject leaders, look at children's work and 
see some of the resources that support the curriculum.  I hope those that came along found it 
informative and enjoyed meeting the staff, as well as seeing more of the classrooms around 
school.  Thank you to all of the teachers for their work preparing and setting up for the evening and 
to the Year 5 and 6 pupils who came along to help too. 
 
We also saw parents in classrooms yesterday for our Open Morning, joining in with lessons and 
learning activities as well as looking at their children's work.   Parents played Maths games, made 
masks, took part in a Science lesson, an Art lesson and found out more about the topics being 
taught this term.  We look forward to holding more Open Mornings and Afternoons next academic 
year.      
 
Our Year 4 children went on their residential to Court Hill last week and were lucky to have glorious 
sunshine.  This is what they said about it: 
 
 
Last week Year 4 went on their residential to Court Hill. With two days in the forest, we had plenty 
of time to build dens.  We built very nice dens from decorative dens to fortified dens. The decorative 
dens were covered in leaves and neatly built and the fortified dens were a wall on a steep hill.  After 
all that den building we got very hungry.  The food was bolognese, jacket potato and fish fingers 
with a really nice pudding.  Once we had dinner we went up to our rooms.  The girls room was one 
big rooms with lots of beds and the boys were in groups of four, with tow bunk beds on either side 
with a tap in the corner.  Whilst we were at Court Hill, we took part in many activities in both the 
arena and forest.  These activities included a scavenger hunt, we searched for clues in partners, 
some clues rhymed and some didn't.  Then we did other activities like mud faces, Marco Polo and 
wind chimes. It was super fun to take part in the residential to Court Hill! 
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Thank you to all of the staff who went along with Year 4 to make it such a successful trip! 
 
On Thursday, our Choir took part in the 'Festival of Voices' at Dorchester Abbey alongside other 
Oxfordshire schools.  Ms Beckett, Mrs Ball and Mrs Hudson have been teaching the children the 
songs in Choir Club after school.  The children went to the Abbey in the afternoon to rehearse with 
the other schools and then perform in the evening.  They were brilliant throughout and sang really 
well.  The adults were very proud of them all.  Well done, Choir!   
 
This week Year 3 and 4 were also out on a trip to the Wallingford Museum and Wallingford Library 
as part of their 'Wonderful Wallingford' topic.  The children came back having learnt lots of facts 
about the history of Wallingford, enjoyed studying the model of Wallingford Castle and having seen 
and handled some interesting artefacts.   
 
We are really looking forward to welcoming you to our Sports Day on Tuesday 5th July. The 
event will start at 9:30am on the school field and we are expecting it to finish about 11:30am. 
We are hoping for some sunshine so please send your child to school with sun cream on, and 
with a sun hat and water bottle. Please can the children come to school dressed in their PE kit, 
with a coloured T-shirt which reflects their House group. (Children in Fire wear red, Earth 
wear green, Air wear yellow and Water wear blue.)   Children in Key Stage 2 should bring their 
school uniform in, to change into for the afternoon.  As we may have the odd rain shower, a 
raincoat would be useful too! 
 
Other events coming up this term include the Infant trip to the Cotswold Wildlife Park, Year 5's 
residential, Year 3's sleepover and Year 2's Nearly a Sleepover, as well as the Year 5 and 6 
performances.  Children will visit their new classrooms on our 'move up' day on 7th July and we will 
send more information regarding this nearer the time.   
 
 
You will have seen the email letting you know about our vacancies for parent governors.  We would 
be pleased to hear from anyone who would be interested in finding out more or would like to put 
themselves forward for the role.  The deadline for nominations is Thursday 7th July. 
 
 
We are still looking for someone to take on the position of JACS (After School Club) Manager from 
September.  More details are on our website, if you - or anyone you know - might be interested, do 
please have a look.  
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Thank you to all of the staff at St John's who have been organising all of the extra events and trips 
this term.  We really are very lucky to have so many people who are happy to go the extra mile to 
provide these valuable experiences for the children.  They will have earned the summer break when 
we get there! 
 
Have a lovely weekend. 
 
Kind regards,  
 
Nicky Hughes 
 


