
 

 

 

16th May 2022 
 

Dear Parents,   
  
Thank you to everyone who came along to support the children in the Sponsored Obstacle Course 
on Thursday 5th May.  It was lovely to see so many parents and grandparents at a school event 
again.  We had a super day and the weather was kind to us!  The children showed great 
determination and perseverance to complete as many laps as they could and had a lot of fun in the 
process.  Every child in the school took part, even those who were a little apprehensive at first.  I 
was very proud of them all.   So far, we have received £3,300 in sponsorship, which is a fantastic 
total!  Thank you to everyone who has already paid in their child’s sponsorship money, either in 
cash, on Parentpay or the CAF site.   If your child has any outstanding sponsorship money to collect, 
please help them to do so and either pay it in online or send it into school before half term.   
  
Last Saturday was our first ‘Love Your School Day’ for three years!  A group of parents and children 
came into school for the afternoon and helped us to tidy the pond area, weed the playgrounds, 
repair fences and wobbly paving stones, as well as help to sort new reading books and move some 
curriculum resources around for us. Huge thanks to everyone who came along giving up some of 
their Saturday, and to the cake providers too!  It really helps us to get some of these jobs ticked off 
the list.  We will hopefully have another ‘Love Your School Day’ in the Autumn, with another list of 
indoor and outdoor jobs to tackle.    
  
We will be holding a Curriculum Evening for parents on Tuesday 21st June at 7pm.  All of our 
teachers will be there and I do hope that lots of you will be able to come, to meet more of the staff 
and find out more about the content of the curriculum.  Each subject leader will share what is 
taught in their subject area, how it is taught, as well as sharing resources and children’s work 
relating to their subject.  They will be based in their classrooms so it will also be an opportunity to 
look around the school.  Do put the date in your diary and we will send more information about the 
evening soon.  
  
Our Year 5 children have completed their week-long Junior Active Leaders training and are now 
qualified to lead games for younger children at break and lunch times.  The programme focused on 
building leadership skills as well as learning and creating active games, and some basic first 
aid.  They were brilliantly behaved for our visiting instructor, Amanda, and she was very 
complimentary about them all.  They have already starting leading games at breaktimes – well 
done, Year 5!  
  
Last week was SATs week for Year 6 which consisted of four days of tests: Spelling, Punctuation and 
Grammar, Reading and Maths Arithmetic and Maths Reasoning.  The children were well looked 
after, coming in early every day for a special ‘SATs breakfast’ and other treats!  Thank you to the 
Year 6 staff team for changing the classroom into a breakfast café each day.  And well done to the 
children who really have been brilliant and worked so hard throughout – we are very proud of them 
all!    
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As a treat for working so hard and as part of their Word War II topic,  Year 6 went on a trip to 
Beaulieu Motor Museum in the New Forest on Friday, learning about the Home Front and 
undertaking spy training, as well as seeing some fantastic cars!  We will share some photos on the 
Blog. 
  
As you may know, our current PTFA committee are standing down at the end of the school 
year.  They have worked hard throughout lockdowns to keep school fundraising events going, with 
great success.  They have two more upcoming events planned.  A Film Night will be held in school 
for the children on Friday 10th June, from 5.45pm and a Summer Fair on Saturday 17th June, in the 
afternoon.  We will be looking for parents to help run the stalls for half an hour or so on the day so 
look out for communication about that.  Our PTFA events are lovely social occasions and also raise 
valuable funds for the school.  As the current committee are standing down, we will need new 
people to join the committee so that these events can continue.  Please email the PTFA if you 
would like to get involved and might be interested in being on the committee.  We are still hoping 
to organise a 5k and 10k run locally which would be open to the public; if you might be able to help 
with this, please let the school office or PTFA Chair know.  The PTFA is a great way to support St 
John’s, as well as get to know more parents at the school.    
  
The last day of this term, Friday 27th May, will be our Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
celebration.  Children can dress up in red, white and blue (or red or white or blue!) on the day and 
we will be having a street party together on the playground.  Throughout the week leading up to 
that day, the children will be completing portraits of the Queen to display for the ‘Wallingford 
Walking Carnival’, as well as making their own commemorative plate to keep.  We will send more 
information later this week including when you can come and see the artwork. Do help children to 
plan their outfits!  
 
Kind regards, 
  
Nicky Hughes  
 


