
 

 

 

3rd December 2021 
 

Dear Parents,  

 
Thank you very much for all of the lovely donations you sent in for the PTFA hampers.  We had so 

many items that the PTFA volunteers were able to make over 20 hampers.  They are dotted all over 

the school and they all look well worth winning!  Do buy the raffle tickets and send the money back 

into school.  We will draw the winners on Thursday 16th December ready for the hampers to be 

collected on the last day of term. The PTFA are holding a cake sale on the KS2 playground on 

Monday after school; raffle tickets will be available to buy then alongside the cakes if you need 

more!  

 

Thank you also for your donations to the Wallingford Food Bank which we have been collecting in 

school this week. Again, we have had lots of items, including Christmas treats, ready to deliver to 

them next week.  If you haven't yet donated and would like to send something in, you can still do so 

on Monday or Tuesday of next week.  

 

We have had two more trips linked to topics this term.  Year 3 and 4 visited Wittenham Clumps as 

part of their Stone Age topic.  They learnt about the history of settlements in the area and tried their 

hands at weaving with sticks, making clay pots and building shelters.  Year 5 also went on a trip, to 

Reading Museum, as part of their Victorian 'Bah Humbug!' topic.  The children dressed up and had 

first-hand experience of what it was like to be a Victorian child in a Victorian school, including writing 

in ink and having punishments doled out to them!  Do look at our Blog to see some photos -

 https://stjohnswallingford.org.uk/blog/ 

St John's Blog – St Jonn's Primary School 

Wallingford 

Year 5 had an amazing time on the residential to Path Hill. They did 

canoeing, raft building, playing games on the river, woodland games and so 

much more! 

stjohnswallingford.org.uk 

 

Years 2 and 3 also had a trip out - on the Polar Express.... to Cholsey!  The Rotary Club kindly 

offered us free spaces for some of our children to be the 'audience' for the dress rehearsal.  They all 

came back very excited, waving their exclusive Polar Express tickets.  Thank you to the Rotary Club 

for the opportunity. The children had a great time. 
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Key Stage 1 children have begun rehearsals for their Nativity play and I am enjoying hearing their 

singing from my office.  We hope to give the children the opportunity to perform to an audience 

made up of some other classes.  The Nativity will be filmed and shared with parents on a memory 

stick.  Whilst we miss having parents in school and would love to have a live audience for the 

children, we are still avoiding large gatherings at the moment.  This includes our own school 

assemblies which we have not held indoors all together since March 2020.  As always, we remain 

hopeful that we will be able to resume these activities in the near future.  

 

As parents are unable to come into school, we will try to share more photos and videos with you 

before the end of the term to give you a flavour of what the children have been learning.  

 

Key Stage 2 children are enjoying opening their 'advent books' that have been chosen and wrapped 

by our parent librarians.  Year 3 and 4, and Year 5 and 6 are alternating days for opening and it is 

generating lots of excitement!  Thank you to our librarians for the idea and for getting the books 

ready to open.  

  

Our school Christmas lunch will be on Wednesday 15th December and we look forward to seeing all 

the Christmas jumpers on display that day.  A reminder that term ends at 1pm on Friday 17th 

December.  

 

We have had a small number of cases of COVID in school, although our numbers remain relatively 

low.  Please be assured that we will inform you of any confirmed cases in your child's class so that 

you can arrange a PCR test for them.  A confirmed case is a positive PCR, not LFD test.  The 

advice remains that any positive LFD test should be followed up by booking a PCR.  Thank you for 

your support with this.  

 

Have a lovely weekend, 

Nicky Hughes 

 


