
 

 

 

1st October 2021 

 

Dear Parents,  
 

Thank you to the PTFA for organising our first cake sale in a very long time this week - and to everyone who 

donated cakes for the sale.  It was really well supported and lovely to have the familiar buzz of the cake sale 

on the playground again!  The PTFA's fundraising focus this year is on raising money to replace the old KS2 

adventure playground, so do think about joining the group to help organise events and please support our 

fundraising events throughout the year.  More details of upcoming events will be in the PTFA newsletters. 

 

Our new sensory values garden is now complete, thanks to a grant we received from NAPE (National 

Association for Primary Education).  We used the grant to buy materials and to employ an artist to work with 

the children painting our school values on the fence posts and stones, as well as to make the mobiles in the 

trees.  We now have seats in the area too, in the form of tree stumps, creating a calm and colourful outside 

seating area which I am sure the children will enjoy.  Our school values form the themes for our assemblies 

and we have been focusing on Appreciation and everything we are grateful for over the past two weeks; our 

next value is Thoughtfulness. We will also be re-visiting our St Johns' Promise in assemblies and in our classes 

which I have attached to this newsletter. 

 

It has been great to get back to some of our pre-school closure activities this term.  Our Junior Active Leaders 

in Year 6 have now been organised into teams ready to support younger children with games on the 

playground at lunchtime.  They will be wearing their bright orange Junior Active Leader T-shirts and have 

been working together to plan the games they will lead.   Year 6 have also buddied up with Foundation 

Stage, having lunch with them once a week on a Wednesday.  Both classes have really enjoyed spending 

time with their buddies and hopefully we can organise more opportunities for classes to be together as the 

year goes on.   

 

 

Key Stage 1 are planning their traditional Harvest bread-making days for next week and (weather permitting) 

will lead an assembly for the rest of the school outdoors.  We will take photographs and film the assembly to 

share with parents and will let you know how to view it.   

 

 

After a break from running councils, we will be electing our new School and Eco Councillors this term.  The 

children elect two representatives from Year 2 to Year 6, with Year 2 representing the other classes in Key 

Stage 1.  Candidates need to make a short speech to their class, who then vote on who to elect.  Please find 

the job descriptions attached and talk to your child about whether they would like to be a councillor; we will 

hold the elections on 15th October.   
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A couple of dates for your diaries - we will be inviting you to an Internet Safety Talk for Parents, delivered 

online by our IT consultants 123ICT, on 9th November, 8 - 9pm. More information on how to join the talk will 

follow.  We will also be arranging parent teacher interviews for the week beginning 8th November, which is 

the second week after half term.  These will be virtual again and more information on how to make an 

appointment will be sent before half term. 

 

Do have a look at our Blog for some of the learning highlights from the last couple of weeks -

 https://stjohnswallingford.org.uk/blog/. There is some super art, drama, RE and Science to see! 

 

Have a lovely weekend, 

 

Nicky Hughes 

 

 

https://stjohnswallingford.org.uk/blog/

