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Neil Carberry 

Parent Governor 

 

 

 

I have been a St. John’s Governor since 2013, and was Chair of the Governing Body between 2017 

and 2020. I chair the Governing Body’s Complaints and Head Teacher Performance Committees, 

leaning on my experience in HR and Dispute Resolution. I became a Governor to support the school 

in its journey as a freestanding academy with a commitment to a broad and engaging curriculum. In 

my day job, I represent businesses on issues related to employment as Chief Executive of a sector 

association. 

 

Sam Colbourne   

Staff Governor 

I am one of the St John’s staff governors and have been a member of the governing body for 3 years. 

I have been a class teacher at the school for 6 years having relocated from the south coast when my 

husband got posted to RAF Benson. As well as being a class teacher, I am the subject leader for P.E 

and am part of the Science subject leader team, too. St John’s is a brilliant school and I am really 

proud to be part of the team and community – we are so lucky! 

Outside of work, I love spending time with my family, going on walks in the beautiful Oxfordshire 

countryside and visiting family on the South Coast.  

 

Briony Finn 

Parent Governor 

 

Naomi Franklin 

Parent Governor 

I have been a parent governor at St John's since 2019 and am vice chair of governors and SEN 

governor. Prior to this role, I was a parent governor for several years at a school in London. My 

son Michael is in Year 5 at St John's. I am a government lawyer and currently advise the 

Department for Education, specialising in free school meals and special educational needs and 



heavily focussing on the pandemic response! I became a governor as I am keen to contribute to 

the community and support the school in helping all pupils reach their full potential. 

 

Simon Guest 

Parent Governor 

Simon was appointed parent governor in May 2021 and has a son who joined with Foundation 
Stage in 2020. 

Simon is a facilities manager at 2 colleges in Oxford whereby he negotiates on contracts and 
leases. He also maintains the building and is responsible for Health and Safety. He has 
experience in managing in a second school and experience being a staff governor. 

 

 

Tracy Hill 

Staff Governor 

 

Andrew Hull 

Parent Governor 

 

 

 

 

I have been a governor since 2012, with two children who have been through the school and are 

now at Wallingford School.  I chair the Resources Committee, which considers the school's 

finances, staffing, premises and health and safety.  I wanted to become a governor as it was a way 

of supporting the school and learning more about the strategic decisions that affect the education 

of children at the school.  I work as an actuary, specialising in the management of financial risks, 

and governance.  Outside of work I am a keen rower and member of Wallingford Rowing Club.   

 

Nick Oliver 

Joint Chair of Governors 

Parent Governor 

 



Nick has been a parent governor since 2017 and sits on the teaching and learning 
committee. He has two children at St John's and has been a Wallingford resident for over 10 
years. 
 
Nick is a solicitor at a regional Oxfordshire firm where he advises clients in areas of dispute 
resolution including breach of contract and employment claims. Nick also has experience in 
commercial property. 
 
Prior to becoming a solicitor Nick spent a long and successful career as a forensic scientist 
working along side the Police on serious and high profile cases. 
 
 

Sally Pearmain 

Parent Governor 

I was appointed as a Parent Governor in May 2021, and have a son who joined Foundation 
Stage in 2020 and a daughter who will join St John’s School in 2022. 
 
I am passionate about education and have a background as a secondary school History 
teacher. Since the birth of my children, I have continued to pursue a keen interest in 
education, training secondary school teachers in History and other subject specialisms, as 
well as working one-to-one with pupils needing extra support for GCSE and A level exams.  
 
I believe it is important to set high expectations for all students, engaging and stretching 
them to reach their full potential, and am looking forward to supporting the school’s work in 
pursuing a challenging, interesting and aspirational curriculum. 
 

 

 Chris Shipway  

Joint Chair of Governors 

Community Governor 

 

 

 
I have been a community governor since 2018 and have two children at St John’s - Thomas in 
year 4 and Elin in year 2. I became a governor because I want to help make sure all our 
children’s time at St John’s is happy, fulfilling, and that they realise their potential. 
 
I work for a utility company developing policies on environmental and other issues, and 
managing relationships with other organisations. Outside of work I enjoy keeping fit, spending 
time outdoors, and am a keen kayaker. 
  
 



Jack Worth 

Community Governor 

My day job is an education researcher at the NFER, so I bring a knowledge of educational 

assessment, data, research and policy to my role as Chair of the learning and teaching 

committee. I have been a community governor since 2016, and have had a daughter at the 

school since 2020. 


