
 

 

 

10th September 2021 
 

Dear Parents,  

 

Welcome back to the new school year!  We have had a lovely start to the term, helped along by the 

sunshine.  The children are pleased to be back and are settling into their new classes and new 

routines really well.   A special welcome to our new Foundation Stage children and parents too - we 

hope the children, and new parents, will soon feel part of the St John's community.   

 

 

Teachers will be sending more detailed information to you regarding the learning for this term, 

along with other practical information such as PE and Forest School days and homework 

arrangements.   

 

 

Drop off and Pick up 

I hope the new routines for dropping off and picking up are working for everyone.  Just to remind 

you that we are no longer staggering our drop off and pick ups.  Key Stage 1 classroom doors will be 

opened at 8.40am in time for registration at 8.45am.  Key Stage 2 children can be dropped off on 

the Key Stage 2 playground from 8.35am.  There will be a teacher on duty from this time until 

8.45am, when the children will line up and go into class.  Parents do not need to wait with the 

children once the teacher is on duty.   

 

 

Breaktime snacks 

Key Stage 1 children are provided with free fruit snacks every breaktime so do not need to bring in 

a breaktime snack.  We would ask that parents please do not send in other snacks, this is to ensure 

that the offer is the same for all children and that all children have a healthy snack.  Key Stage 2 

children can bring a healthy breaktime snack into school, such as fruit, cheese, crackers or a 

sandwich.   

  

A reminder also that we are a nut free school, and do have children with nut allergies, so there 

should be no products containing nuts in packed lunch boxes or as snacks.   
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Birthday Books 

Last year, we introduced children donating a book to their class when it is their birthday, rather 

than bringing in sweets or cakes for the class.  Thank you to those of you who have already donated 

books.  The book is then labelled with a book plate so we know who it was donated by, and all of 

the children in the class can enjoy it throughout the year.  Children have really enjoyed sharing the 

books they have donated to their classes so far - and it boosts the stock in our classroom libraries 

too!  

 

 

COVID 19 measures 

As you know, we have relaxed many of our protective measures such as staggered drop offs and 

strict adherence to bubbles.  However, we will still ensure regular handwashing, good ventilation 

and enhanced cleaning.  Children no longer need to isolate if they are a close contact of someone 

with COVID, only if they have COVID themselves.  Should we start to experience an increase in 

cases, we will review our risk assessment, take advice and reintroduce other protective measures as 

necessary.  We will share our revised risk assessment on the website and share our contingency 

plan for COVID with you over the next week.  Please also find attached a leaflet from the DfE 

regarding the return to school this September.   

 

 

At the moment, we are not inviting parents into school and thank you for your understanding with 

this.  As the term progresses,  we hope to involve you more in school events and share work the 

children have been doing with you.  I know the PTFA are keen to get their programme of events 

together for the year too, so look out for more information from them! 

 

 

You may have noticed that we have started to create our Sensory Values Garden, using children's 

artwork. This is the area opposite the Year 4 corridor door and will become a quiet seated area for 
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groups of children to use.   We have also now furnished our Cabin with funding from Tesco; this will 

be used as a nurture and wellbeing space throughout the school day and during break times.   

 

 

Please see our Blog for photos of these areas, as well as of the classrooms and activities that have 

taken place this week - https://stjohnswallingford.org.uk/blog/ 

 

 

Have a lovely weekend. 

 

 

Kind regards,  

 

 

 

 

Nicky Hughes 

 

 

https://stjohnswallingford.org.uk/blog/

