
 

 

 

16th July 2021 

Dear Parents,   

 

We are nearly at the end of the school year!  

You should all have received your child’s end of year school report.  We hope you find them 

useful.  If you have any questions, or would like to speak to your child’s teacher about 

anything in the report, do get in touch before the end of term.   

Children have all had a visit to meet their new teacher this week.  Due to the restrictions 

that are still in place, these have all taken place outside but hopefully the opportunity to 

meet their teacher was a valuable one.  We will send more information about the 

arrangements for each class at the start of next year before the end of term.    

Despite the easing of restrictions nationally on Monday, 19th July, we will not change any of 

our protective measures this term.  We will continue with our bubbles, staggered drop off 

and picks up, cleaning and mask wearing until the end of term on Wednesday.  In 

preparation for next year, we will follow the government's updated guidance for schools, as 

well as keep a close watch on how things develop regarding COVID over the summer.  As 

always, we will keep you informed as and when anything changes.   

A reminder that term ends at lunchtime on Wednesday 21st July. As at Easter, please could 

Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 children be collected between 1pm-1.10pm and Key 

Stage 2 children be collected between 1.10pm and 1.20pm, to minimise congestion on the 

playground.  

Over the summer we will be sharing a ‘Summer Challenge’ of activities children can do to 

consolidate their learning and keep key skills ‘ticking over’ during the break.  This will be 

low key, as we understand that everyone needs a holiday, but we would encourage 

children to do some of the activities during the break.  More details on this will be shared 

with you next week.  Some classes will be choosing to share this on Google Classroom; 

please let us know if you need to borrow a device over the summer holiday.  

A huge thank you to the PTFA – and to all parents who have contributed to PTFA funds – 

for our three new smartboards in Year 4, 5 and 6.  These have now been installed and are 

being put to very good use to support teaching.  Drawing on them has been very popular 

amongst the children!  All Key Stage 2 classes now have a new board, and we will be 

looking to replace the Key Stage 1 boards as soon as is possible.      

Many thanks to everyone who responded to our wellbeing survey in June.  I am really 

pleased to report that 89% of parents rated their child’s wellbeing as good or very good.   

Factors that contributed to this were seeing and being with friends, being back at school, 

routines, activities and clubs, extra activities in school such as the chicks and BMX, 
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supportive staff and residentials – as well as time spent seeing family and doing more at 

home.  Factors that negatively impacted wellbeing included bubble closure and isolation.  

Hopefully, this will not be something we will have to do from September.    

Our Year 5 and 6 children have been filming their production of The Lion King outdoors this 

week and have looked fabulous in the masks they have made.  Huge thanks to the 

teachers for their flexibility and creativity this year to ensure the children did not miss out 

on this valuable experience.  They have loved learning their lines and their songs – and the 

film will be available to Year 5 and 6 parents once the team has had time to piece it all 

together!  We are also hoping to show it to children in other year groups before the end of 

term.  

Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 have been enjoying a ‘beach day’ today.  The outdoor 

areas have been littered with paddling pools, sand-pits, inflatables and bunting – and there 

have been ice pops too!  Thank you to the staff for giving the children a lovely end of term 

treat.  The children deserve it after working so hard this term!  

We officially say goodbye to our Year 6 children today, as they are off to Yenworthy for 

their residential trip on Monday.  Our farewell has not included our usual leaver’s assembly 

but the children have had their very own ‘Six Fest’ on the field today.   They had music, 

played games, received awards and leavers t-shirts and had a visit from an ice cream van! 

We are hoping their finished yearbook will be presented to them on their return from their 

residential next Friday.  Year 6, we will really miss you.  You are a talented and thoughtful 

group of young people and we are proud of all you have achieved.  I have thoroughly 

enjoyed watching you grow as you have moved through the school over the last 7 years, 

and you have dealt with the disruption of the last two years with great maturity.  I know 

you will all go on to impress your secondary school teachers – and achieve great things in 

the future!  Good luck in your new schools.  

As we come to the end of another ‘different’ school year, I would like to thank the St John’s 

staff team for their adaptability and tremendous team spirit, taking on whatever roles have 

been needed throughout the year.  They have always put the children first, tried to make 

school life as normal as possible, and provide as many enrichment activities and exciting 

learning experiences as we could under the circumstances.  They can now look forward to 

a very well-deserved break over the summer.  We are all hopeful that we can get back to 

something closer to ‘pre-COVID’ school life very soon.    
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We have been so proud of the children who have adapted to so many changes over the last 

18 months.  They have shown real resilience and been absolute stars, switching to home 

learning then switching back, coping with all the hand-washing and restrictions both in their 

home lives and at school – all with huge smiles on their faces.  We have loved having them 

back in school and have been impressed with how hard they have worked and the progress 

they have made.  Very well done to them all.   

My thanks to you all as well – for being our ‘assistant teachers’ during the school closure 

and getting to grips with Google Classroom, for being understanding about the restrictions 

and COVID protection measures in place around school, being flexible in attending online 

parents meetings instead of in person - and for supporting your children throughout this 

turbulent time.  We have missed having you at school and PTFA events, which are such an 

important part of the St John’s community, and being able to meet you in person.  Again, 

let’s hope that these activities can resume again before too long.    

I hope that you all have a peaceful, healthy and relaxing summer break when we get there 

next week.  I look forward to welcoming all of the children back again for the new school 

year on Thursday 2nd September!  

  

Kind regards,  

Nicky Hughes 

 


