
 

 

 

18th June 2021 
 

Dear Parents,   

I can’t quite believe that we are in the final term of the year!  The term has started well and has 

been busy with many of our usual end of year events taking place, albeit in slightly different 

formats than normal.  You should now have received a link to the website where you can find the 

class letters for the term telling you more about the class topics.  

BMX Workshops  

We launched the term with two days of BMX workshops led by Mike Mullen, a 6-time BMX Halfpipe 

champion.  Mike led a whole school assembly outdoors and shared his experience of overcoming 

fears and failure and how to adopt a growth mindset.  Key Stage 2 children all had the opportunity 

to learn some BMX skills and tricks with great success!  What Mike achieved with the children in a 

short space of time was impressive including teaching children who could not previously ride a bike 

to do so, as well as teaching them some fantastic tricks on the bikes.  He ended the two days with a 

display team made up of St John’s children who showed what they had learnt to the whole school.  

It was a truly inspirational two days, reinforced our value of resilience and learning from failure 

which Mike called ‘flearning’.  We hope to invite Mike back again when Key Stage 1 children are in 

Key Stage 2!  Thank you to Mrs Colbourne for organising the days; it was a great way to start the 

new term.        

Residentials  

In the two weeks since we have been back, two classes have been on Residential trips. Year 4 went 

to Courthill near Wantage for the night and Year 5 to Path Hill in Goring.  Both classes were very 

lucky to have fabulous weather and really enjoyed time outdoors and staying overnight with their 

peers.  Year 4 took part in a Ridgeway walk, played games and explored the woods.  Year 5 built 

rafts, went canoeing and completed a ‘treasure hunt’ which included finding staff who were hiding 

in the woods. Well done to the children for joining in whole-heartedly with the activities and being 

confident to spend the night away from home.  Many of the children will not have been away from 

family for the night before so it was a really valuable experience for them.    

Thank you to all of the staff for planning and organising the visits, as well as staying overnight with 

the children.  There is a lot of work involved, especially due to COVID, but it is always well worth it 

for the children!  I am pleased to say that St John’s are leading the way, as we were their first 

residential trips at both centres since restrictions were lifted sufficiently for them to take place.  We 

are also ensuring that Year 6 also get their week long residential before moving on to secondary 

school, so they will be going on their re-scheduled four night trip to North Devon in the last week of 

term.   
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Due to COVID restrictions, the Wallingford Carnival, which is taking place tomorrow, is slightly 

different this year.  Rather than the usual procession, schools, groups and businesses have been 

invited to decorate their premises to represent a musical production.  At St John’s we always 

support the carnival, and this year is no exception!  All classes have been busily making characters 

and props to represent musicals and - once the rain stops- school will be decorated with the 

children’s work.  Do come along over the weekend to see their work and guess the musicals 

represented –the children have created some fantastic art work for you to admire and there will be 

three different musicals to spot!  Fingers crossed the weather will be kinder tomorrow!  

Year 5 and 6 production  

Year 5 and 6 have started work on their production of’ The Lion King’ this term.  Due to restrictions, 

singing practices have been taking place outside and the classes are learning and filming their parts 

separately.  Unfortunately we won’t be able to hold our usual making evenings so the children will 

be making props and masks themselves in school time.  The children are still hugely excited and are 

busy learning their lines and the songs.  This year there will be a film version of the production for 

parents to watch rather than an invitation to come and watch in person – more details of this to 

follow for Year 5 and 6 parents.  

New interactive whiteboards  

We have now taken delivery of three new interactive whiteboards for Years 4, 5 and 6.  They will be 

installed next week ready to be used.  Thank you very much to the PTFA who have funded the three 

new boards and to everyone who has supported PTFA events to help raise the money needed.    

Book Amnesty  

We’re doing a round-up of junior library books. If you have a child in years three, four, five or six (or 

even year seven sibling), please have a look to see if you have any at home and return to your 

child’s class teacher. Some are outstanding since the first lockdown in 2020, but we’re still very 

happy to welcome them back. All books should be stamped on the inside with our school stamp 

(the St John’s Portcullis). If you aren’t sure, get in touch with the library team at 

stjohnswallingfordlibrary@gmail.com.  

Some examples of what we’re missing:  

The Treehouse series, Alex Rider series, Dog Man series, Dork Diaries series, Witch Wars series, 

Wizards of Once series, the Boy at the Back of the Class.  
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COVID restrictions  

In light of the government announcement this week, we are still being asked to keep up our 

protective measures and avoid any large gatherings or mixing of groups.  This is restrictive in terms 

of school activities and means we are still not able to invite parents into school.  It also means that 

we will not be able to have a whole school PTFA event before the end of term.  However, I know 

the PTFA are already busy thinking about plans for the Autumn term when we will hopefully be able 

to go ahead with events again.  Thank you for your continued support with the measures we have 

in place in school.   

 

Have a lovely weekend and enjoy the Carnival!  

Kind regards,   

Nicky Hughes 

 


