
 

 

 

28th May 2021 
Dear Parents,  

Thank you for your support throughout this term.  Despite the restrictions still in place in school, we 

have had a busy 6 weeks of learning and classes have enjoyed their topics and time spent back with 

their friends.  I would like to thank the St John's staff team for their hard work and adaptability 

enabling school to run as close to normal as possible.  We have had a really good term and now the 

staff definitely deserve the half term break! 

This term's highlights 

Foundation Stage have been developing their storytelling skills this term, writing their own stories 

based on the farm and making their own backgrounds and puppets for a puppet show of their 

story.   Year 1 and 2 have been learning about Africa. Year 1 made models of animals and books 

about the topic, as well as creating riddles about African animals which they tested me with 

yesterday!   Year 2 compared life in Kenya with the UK, designed their own national park and all 

joined in with African drumming yesterday, showing they have great rhythm!  Year 3 and 4 have 

also had a Geography focus, learning about mountains.  Year 3's focus was on rocks, whilst Year 4 

learnt more about mountain formation and OS maps.  Both classes also enjoyed a virtual visit from 

mountaineer Robert Mads Anderson.  In Year 5, the children have been learning about inspirational 

people including Nelson Mandela, Martin Luther King and Nick Vujicic in their 'Born to Dream' topic.   

This included measuring Nelson Mandela's cell out on the playground and writing diary entries as 

him in prison.  They also created their own Space Invader games using Scratch in ICT.   Year 6 have 

been learning about Space and studying the Space Race from the point of view of the 'Hidden 

Figures' mathematicians and writing biographies about them; and today are making super 

mechanical models of planets using cams in DT. 

Other highlights this term have included the Junior Active Leaders programme with Year 5 and 6 

both completing a week of training on how to lead active games with younger children.  We are 

now seeing them put their skills into practise at JACs and hope to extend this to them leading 

games at break and lunchtimes after half term. 

Next term 

Now that we have been given the go-ahead, we have been busy arranging residential trips for Years 

4, 5 and 6 next term.  We know how important these experiences are for our children, particularly 

in the light of all they have missed, so hope these will be a great learning experience and a lot of fun 

for them all.  Years 3,4,5 and 6 are also taking part in a growth mindset BMX workshop in the first 

week back of term.  We have a surprise in store for Key Stage 1 too next term - more news of this 

after half term! 
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The children will still have a Sports Day and Year 5 and 6 will put on a production. It was revealed to 

the children yesterday that they will be performing 'The Lion King' this year and they are very 

excited!  Although it is unlikely that we will be able to have parent audiences in school next term, 

there will be a film version of the production for Year 5 and 6 parents to see.  We will update you 

should anything change.   

The school will also be taking part in the Wallingford Carnival on 19th June decorating the school, as 

last year, and teachers have already starting planning their entries!  

Relationships and Sex Education Policy 

We have recently reviewed our Relationships and Sex Education Policy in line with the new 

curriculum requirements, which are statutory.  The curriculum was due to be introduced in 

September 2020 but due to COVID has been delayed to this summer term.  

We are required to consult with parents on this policy which is attached to this email.  I am inviting 

you to read the policy and submit any comments or questions to myself via the school email by 

Friday 11th June.  

Further specific curriculum content will be shared by class teachers prior to teaching (for example in 

Year 5 and 6 when teaching puberty and sex education).  

If you would like further information on the new DfE requirements you can find them here - 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/relationships-education-relationships-and-sex-

education-rse-and-health-education 
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The PTFA are kindly funding three more interactive whiteboards for the school which is great news! 

Don't forget to take part in their virtual balloon race which starts over half term - just £3 to enter a 

balloon. They are also hoping to host an end of term outdoor event for the whole school 

community, we will keep a watchful eye on restrictions and guidance over the next month or so to 

see what might be possible. 

 

I hope you all have a lovely half term. 

Kind regards,  

Nicky Hughes 

 


