
 

 

 

14th May 2021 
Dear Parents,   
  
Thank you for attending our virtual parent teacher interviews last week.  I do hope that having an 
opportunity to talk to your child’s teacher was useful.  If you didn’t manage to make an appointment, 
please get in touch to arrange a phone call with your child’s teacher.   
  
I am pleased to announce that we now have two new parent governors – Sally Pearmain and Simon 
Guest, who are both parents of Foundation Stage children.  As we had two vacancies on the board, 
we did not need to hold an election and both have taken up positions as governors. We are very 
pleased to welcome them both, thank them for their nominations and look forward to working with 
them over the coming months and years.    
  
Thank you to those of you who have completed our wellbeing survey.  It is really useful to find out 
how your child is and how they have settled since the return to school.  If you haven’t yet had the 
opportunity to complete the survey, you can still do so here -
 https://stjohnswallingford.feedback/wellbeing/  
  
From the responses so far, 84% of parents have said that they rate their child’s wellbeing as 
good.  Comments including being with friends, spending time outdoors, having opportunities to play, 
routine as well as the care and support shown by the staff at St John’s were all felt to be contributing 
factors to children’s positive wellbeing.    
  
The PTFA met this week to discuss how to allocate funds raised and consider plans for future 
events.  Thanks to your generosity at events and with our other fundraising initiatives, the PTFA are 
now able to fund a further three new interactive whiteboards for three classes.  This is in addition to 
the iPads and Chromebooks purchased earlier in the year.  Supporting the school in updating our IT 
is really beneficial and we are very grateful for the new equipment.  The PTFA are now looking at 
whether it might be possible to arrange an outdoor event for the school community at the end of 
term - if restrictions allow. More news of this to follow!  
  
With regard to all school events, we continue to monitor the situation and restrictions regarding 
COVID carefully. The guidance currently is that we are not permitted to have audiences at 
performances or organise gatherings.  When this changes, we will of course let you know and really 
look forward to welcoming you back into school when we are able to do so .    
  
As you know, our priority when we re-opened fully on 8th March was to focus on pupils’ wellbeing 
and provide plenty of social opportunities as well as active outdoor time and Circle Time.  We have 
done this alongside launching new topics to engage children in their learning in school and re-
establish good learning behaviours.  Given the missed face to face teaching time in school, we have 
also prioritised the most important objectives to teach the children in English and Maths between 
now and the summer holidays. Towards the end of the school year, we will carry out assessments 
and will report to you on your child's progress this year through the end of year report in July.    
  
Have a lovely weekend - hopefully we might get a break from the rain!  
  
Kind regards,   
  
Nicky Hughes  
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