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 James Barlow  

 Community Governor 
 

 

 
 

My 3 children all attended St John’s. It has been my privilege to serve as a governor since 2009, 

working in various capacities during this time. I’ve been lucky to be part positive changes such as the 

formation and development of the OPEN Academy Trust, and introduction of the forest school 

provision. 

I am passionate about providing a broad education for children to encourage their development into 

- and self-identification as - life-long learners and curious, compassionate active citizens, using play, 

outdoor activity, creative expression and grounded, practical means. 

I am a leadership development professional, sustainability & human rights consultant and coach, all 

with the aim of supporting the establishment of a human society that acts in line with the realisation 

that community and a stable, benevolent physical environment are existentially vital for human 

flourishing.  

 

Neil Carberry 

Parent Governor 

 

 

 

 

I have been a Governor at St. John’s since 2013 and Chair of the Governing Body 2017-20. Both my 

children have attended St John’s, and one is now at Wallingford School. I lead the business 

organisation the REC as my main job, as well as roles on the Low Pay Commission and the Council of 

Acas. 

 

Julie Carr 

Staff Governor 

 



 

Sam Colbourne   

Staff Governor 

I am one of the St John’s staff governors and have been a member of the governing body for 3 years. 

I have been a class teacher at the school for 6 years having relocated from the south coast when my 

husband got posted to RAF Benson. As well as being a class teacher, I am the subject leader for P.E 

and am part of the Science subject leader team, too. St John’s is a brilliant school and I am really 

proud to be part of the team and community – we are so lucky! 

Outside of work, I love spending time with my family, going on walks in the beautiful Oxfordshire 

countryside and visiting family on the South Coast.  

 

Briony Finn 

Parent Governor 

 

Naomi Franklin 

Parent Governor 

I have been a parent governor at St John's since 2019 and am vice chair of governors and SEN 

governor. Prior to this role, I was a parent governor for several years at a school in London. My 

son Michael is in Year 5 at St John's. I am a government lawyer and currently advise the 

Department for Education, specialising in free school meals and special educational needs and 

heavily focussing on the pandemic response! I became a governor as I am keen to contribute to 

the community and support the school in helping all pupils reach their full potential. 

 

 

Andrew Hull 

Parent Governor 

I have been a governor since 2012, with two children who have been through the school and are 

now at Wallingford School.  I chair the Resources Committee, which considers the school's 

finances, staffing, premises and health and safety.  I wanted to become a governor as it was a way 

of supporting the school and learning more about the strategic decisions that affect the education 

of children at the school.  I work as an actuary, specialising in the management of financial risks, 

and governance.  Outside of work I am a keen rower and member of Wallingford Rowing Club.   

 
 
 



Nick Oliver 

Joint Chair of Governors 

Parent Governor 

 
Nick has been a parent governor since 2017 and sits on the teaching and learning 
committee. He has two children at St John's and has been a Wallingford resident for over 10 
years. 
 
Nick is a solicitor at a regional Oxfordshire firm where he advises clients in areas of dispute 
resolution including breach of contract and employment claims. Nick also has experience in 
commercial property. 
 
Prior to becoming a solicitor Nick spent a long and successful career as a forensic scientist 
working along side the Police on serious and high profile cases. 
 

 

 Chris Shipway  

Joint Chair of Governors 

Community Governor 

 

 

 
I have been a community governor since 2018 and have two children at St John’s - Thomas in 
year 4 and Elin in year 2. I became a governor because I want to help make sure all our 
children’s time at St John’s is happy, fulfilling, and that they realise their potential. 
 
I work for a utility company developing policies on environmental and other issues, and 
managing relationships with other organisations. Outside of work I enjoy keeping fit, spending 
time outdoors, and am a keen kayaker. 
  
 

Jack Worth 

Community Governor 

My day job is an education researcher at the NFER, so I bring a knowledge of educational 

assessment, data, research and policy to my role as Chair of the learning and teaching 

committee. I have been a community governor since 2016, and have had a daughter at the 

school since 2020. 


