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22nd March 2019 
Dear Parents,  
 
The term is flying past and class topics are all well underway. Foundation Stage and Year 1 
are learning about vehicles in their topic ‘Wheels, Wings and other things’.  If you happen to 
have an interesting mode of transport you could bring to school or to the field to show the 
children, please get in touch!  Year 2 are  enjoying ‘Alice in Wonderland’; Year 3 and 4 are 
learning Roald Dahl’s ‘Revolting Rhymes’ in preparation for their performances this term 
and Year 5 and 6 have just launched a Tudor topic with a super visit to Hampton Court 
Palace on Monday.   They will be weighing up the evidence and deciding whether Henry 
VIII was a hero or villain…! 
 
Thank you to all of the parents who came along to the Year 3 and 4 props making evening 
on Tuesday and helped with the preparations for the performance.  It is a great help to us 
and the teachers were really pleased with how much everyone managed to do. Now it’s 
over to the children to learn their lines! 
 
Children in Key Stage 1 have loved the new play area, which was opened last week.  A big 
thank you to the PTFA for their donation towards the playground; without them we would 
not have been able to do the project.  Children in both Key Stage 1 and 2 have also been 
enjoying the smaller playground equipment bought from the sponsorship money raised 
through the Olympic circuit challenge. Thank you to Mrs Colbourne for organising the 
challenge and the purchase of the equipment! Our Sports Leaders are using it well to 
organise their games at break and lunchtimes. 
 
There was lots of Science going on in school last week. Thank you very much to Iain Clark 
who led an exciting Science assembly, including a demonstration of a 3D scanner. Iain 
explained to the children how 3D scanners are being used for real purposes, for example to 
make replicas of artefacts from the Mary Rose.  Each class also worked with Iain on a 
practical Science activity during the day.  We had ‘The great egg drop’ in Foundation Stage 
and in Key stage 2 children were making potato clocks and completing lego engineering 
challenges.  A really fun and inspiring day! 
  
We also had a lot of fun in our mixed age house groups on Comic Relief day.  Children took 
part in a carousel of activities in different classrooms.   They had the opportunity to make 
ramps, build circuits, design boats and Mars rovers and investigate colour separation with 
M’n’Ms.  Both days were organised by our Science coordinators, Mrs Colbourne and Mrs 
Rudd, so thank you very much to them – both were a great success.  I hope the children 
came home and told you all about them and do look at the photos on our blog. 
 
Our netball team have been having tremendous success recently. They took part in the 
South Oxfordshire Schools High 5 Finals yesterday and came second, winning 6 out 7 of 
their matches, and are now through to the County Finals! Well done indeed to the team – 
we are very proud of you all.  This is on top of their win against Chalgrove School last week 



in the Garrick League.  Thank you to Karen who has coached them to such a high standard 
– it really is impressive.      
 
We also took a team of year 5 and 6 pupils to the Wallingford Partnership of School 
swimming gala today at The Oratory. Our girls came third and the boys came second, so 
the boys have made it through to the next round.  Well done to all of the children who took 
part – and we look forward to hearing about the next round.   
 
The school were treated to an assembly from iRock on Wednesday, a company who offer 
music lessons in school.  The children loved the assembly!  A letter has come home with 
more details so do register if you’d like your child to take part.  If we have enough takers, 
we will get our bands up and running as soon as possible.  
 
Our PTFA Quiz Night is tonight which is always a really fun evening.  Many thanks to the 
PTFA for organising the event.  All of the fundraising from the PTFA does really help the 
school to fund projects and buy items we wouldn’t otherwise be able to fund, so do come 
along and support the events.  The next PTFA event after tonight is ‘Love Your School Day’ 
on Saturday 30th March in the afternoon. There are lots of jobs, large and small, skilled and 
unskilled, so even if you can only spare a half hour, please do join us.  There will be 
refreshments! 
 
Our school blog is now quite well populated with photos of events, so do keep a regular eye 
on what has been happening in school: https://stjohnswallingford.org.uk/blog/ 
 
Have a lovely weekend. 
 
Kind regards,  
 
Nicky Hughes 
 
 
 
 
 
 


