
  

	
	
  

 
 

 
 

Oxfordshire	Primary	Education	Network	
	
Working together to provide an outstanding education for all our children  	

St	John’s	Primary	School	
St	John’s	Road,	Wallingford,	Oxon,	OX10	9AG		Tel:	01491	837305		Email:	office.2567@st-johns.oxon.sch.uk	
Headteacher:	Miss	Nicky	Hughes	
 

Company Registered Number: 8517255 
 

 
1st February 2019 

 
Dear Parents,  

 
We were visited this week by headteachers from the other OPEN schools for our annual Risk 
Assessment.  They spent Tuesday visiting lessons, looking at our data, our Raising 
Achievement Plan and talking to parents, staff, governors and children.  The feedback we 
received was overwhelmingly positive with key areas of strength including teachers’ 
questioning and pupils’ reasoning skills, independence of pupils, relationships between adults 
and pupils, learning environments and engaging topics.  We have also taken on board 
improvement points and will be working on those over the coming months; these include 
continuing to work on challenge for all and use of resources in all maths lessons.  Staff 
worked hard preparing for the visit and I’d like to thank everyone on the staff team for their 
ongoing hard work for the children of St John’s.   

 
Children from Year 5 and 6 who volunteered, have now been trained as Sports Leaders.  The 
children took part in training led by the PE Coordinator from Cholsey School, Lauren 
Addison, alongside Sam Colbourne, our PE Coordinator. Lauren has already successfully 
implemented Sports Leaders in her school.  The children set to work the very next day, 
running games for the younger years in both the Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 playgrounds.  
This will really help to make playtimes fun for everyone and the games are already very 
popular. 

 
Year 5 and 6 children took part in the Sportshall Athletics tournament at Wallingford School 
on Friday 25th January. We always take part in this event and it is great fun for the children.  
The children competed well and were brilliantly behaved, but didn’t get a podium place this 
time!  Thank you to Jo Beckett for taking the children to the event.  

 
As part of their ‘We can be heroes’ topic and their literacy work on cartoons, Year 3 and 4 
were lucky enough to have a visit from a cartoonist, Neill Cameron, who works on Phoenix 
comics.  He taught the children about making comics and showed them how to create a 
character and develop a story.  The children then invented their own characters and have 
been really inspired about writing their own comic stories.   

 
On Wednesday this week, all of Key Stage 2 were treated to a visit from Al Sylvester. Al is an 
ex-RAF mountain rescue team leader and also led an RAF team on an expedition to the 
South Pole.  Al spoke to Years 3 and 4 about his work with the RAF mountain rescue, which 
fits in brilliantly with their focus on heroes, and to Years 5 and 6 about his expedition to 
Antarctica.  He was truly inspirational and extremely engaging.  The children learnt all about 
preparations for the expedition and conditions in the Antarctic – as well as frostbite!  The 
children said that his important message was ‘go for your goal; you can do anything you want 
and nobody can stop you!’  Al really enjoyed working with our children and emailed us to say 
‘you have a wonderful school with incredible children, whom I'm sure you're all very proud of.  



I'm so glad you all enjoyed my presentations and fingers crossed they may inspire a few of 
the children to carry on to great things.’  

 
With our focus on Science this year we are inviting scientists into school to talk about their 
jobs. On Thursday Jamie Hannaford, who works at The Centre of Ecology and Hydrology, led 
an assembly talking to the children about his job and how we can help the environment.  
Thank you to Jamie for taking the time to come and talk to the children, do ask them what 
they learnt – they could tell me lots of things! 

  
Do visit our blog, via the website, to see photographs of these events and visits 
https://stjohnswallingford.org.uk/blog/  We are aiming to update the blog as often as possible.   

 
As always, our teachers have been developing their skills through training. All of our Key 
Stage 2 teachers went to see a teacher from Shanghai demonstrate a Maths lesson, which 
was useful in helping them reflect and develop their own Maths Mastery teaching.  Sarah 
Burgess has been taking part in a ‘Teachers Reading for Pleasure Group’, which is being run 
jointly by the Open University and UK Literacy Association. With our focus on Reading for 
Pleasure this year, Sarah will be able to share lots of ideas and resources with us.  
Continuing our work on Science, Sam Colbourne attending training on teaching practical 
Science this week; and Charlotte Shepherd has attended another day of the Mental Health 
Champions training run by Place2Be, this is a year long programme.  We also all attended a 
staff meeting with colleagues from the other OPEN schools sharing ideas and approaches to 
making children more fluent in Maths.  All of these areas are part of our Raising Achievement 
Plan this year and the training helps us to develop our provision for the children at St John’s.    

 
Finally, our Breakfast Club had the privilege of opening the new Lidl store on Thursday 
morning at 8am!  We took 20 children along, from Foundation Stage to Year 6, and they cut 
the ribbon, were given a tour of the store including the warehouse and fridges and came 
away with some goodies.  The children were a credit to us as always.  See the photos on the 
blog! 

 
We are looking forward to our whole school "We Love Books Day" which will be held on 
Thursday 14th February.  Look out for an email early next week with more information. 

   
Our Open Morning will be held on Wednesday 13th February, between 9.15 and 10.15 when 
you can come and find out more about the children’s learning this term.  The topics have 
been really inspiring and enjoyable so they will have a lot to show you!   

 
Thank you for your understanding today with our snow closure. I do hope everyone stays 
safe and warm. 

 
Kind regards,  

 
Nicky Hughes 

 
 
 
 


