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Dear Parents,  
 
Happy New Year!  I hope you all had lovely Christmas holidays and enjoyed time with your families.  
 
Our topics are really exciting this term - and some super activities have taken place to launch the topics with 
the classes.  Foundation Stage and Year 1 are learning more about Space and each class has their own 
‘rocket’ role play area this term!  The children also enjoyed the ‘Exploradome’ last week – an inflatable 
planetarium – which was set up in the hall.  They have been telling us about the constellations ever since and 
asking really good questions about Space.  Year 2 have a ‘Circus’ topic this term and have had lots of fun 
taking part in a Circus Skills workshop today, juggling, tightrope walking and spinning plates. Foundation 
Stage and Year 1 also took part in the workshop.   
 
Years 3 and 4 have been thinking about heroes – superheroes and real life heroes and are going to be 
meeting a cartoonist this term.   Years 5 and 6 are learning about extreme environments and explorers in their 
‘I will survive topic’.  They have already considered survival in extreme climates and discovered objects frozen 
in ice.  Now they are learning about Ernest Shackleton. We will be holding an Open Morning for parents on 
Wednesday 13th February when we will be sharing the learning from the term, so do come along if you can.  
 
Mrs Colbourne and Mrs Rudd continue to lead our work towards the Primary Quality Science Mark for which 
we will be assessed very soon. Thank you for all of the lovely Science selfies you have been sending in. Do 
come and look at them in the entrance area – and at our question of the week! Science Ambassadors have 
been chosen and will be running Science activities at break times.  We will be holding a Science week, the 
week beginning 11th March, and as always would really welcome visitors who work in Science professions to 
come and talk to the children or carry out activities. Do let Mrs Colbourne or Mrs Rudd know if you can help. 
We are also hoping to hold a Family Learning Day – possibly at the end of that week – when children and 
parents can come and learn about Science together. Do look out for more news of this coming soon.  
 
The governors were in school all day on Thursday to watch the school in action and learn about what is being 
done to make sure all children have a great educational experience at St.John’s. As well as visiting classes, 
they discussed how to make sure the school retains a broad and creative curriculum as well as strong SATs 
results. A particular challenge is a lower school funding level in real terms. Governors are developing an 
action plan on this, aimed at managing this funding squeeze without damaging the quality and breadth of 
education children receive. 
 
Years 4, 5 and 6 are all receiving 6 weeks of cricket coaching this term from the cricket charity, 
‘Chance2Shine’.  A coach from the charity also led an assembly this week.  The sessions have been really 
well run and the children are thoroughly enjoying them.  Hopefully it will inspire some to keep playing cricket 
in the future. Rugby skills sessions are about to start for our Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 children also.  
These have been a great success in the past so we are looking forward to getting those started again.  
 
Our clubs letter for the term has been sent out.  We still have spaces in our Drumming Club this term, which is 
on Monday after school – and one space in Archery on Tuesdays. Netball could do with some more netballers 
from Year 5 and 6 too!  
 
The new Key Stage 1 trim trail equipment has been ordered and will be installed during the week beginning 
25th February, just after half term.  This will really enhance the physical play provision for Key Stage 1. The 
equipment is being funded in part with our Sports Premium money and in part by the PTFA.  Thank you to 
everyone who supports the PTFA events; the money raised is used on big projects like this, which we would 
not otherwise be able to do.  
 
The PTFA will be holding their next meeting on Monday 21st January at 7pm in school. All parents are 
welcome to come along to the meetings.   
 



Finally, well done to Year 6 who raised £61 for the Food Bank from the sale of their Christmas cakes at the 
end of term.  I can report that they tasted very good too! 
 
Have a lovely weekend,  
 
Kind regards,  
 
Nicky Hughes 
 
 
 

 


