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9th November 2018 
Dear Parents,  
 
It has been lovely to all be back in the school building again this term. Key Stage 1 are enjoying 
their newly refurbished classrooms and Key Stage 2 are enjoying having all of their playground 
back again! Well done to staff for a great effort moving classes back in in a day last Monday.   
 
Year 6 started Term 2 with their residential to Yenworthy in North Devon.  The children were 
really lucky with the weather and enjoyed surfing, climbing, visits to the sand dunes, 
orienteering, their own Halloween party and songs around the campfire!  They had an amazing 
week, challenged themselves, tried new things and were a real credit to St John’s.  Well done 
Year 6 - and many thanks to Ms Beckett, Mr Beckett and Mrs Carr for accompanying the 
children on the trip.   
 
Classes have all been starting their new topics and you should now have received their topic 
plan for the term.  Year 5 and 6 have been focusing on commemorating 100 years since the end 
of WWI.  They have researched fallen servicemen from Wallingford, produced some lovely 
poppy art, and led the whole school in a very moving and powerful Remembrance assembly this 
week.  Each class learnt and performed a WWI poem, working with their teachers and with a 
drama teacher from Didcot Girls School who is working with us this year.  This afternoon they 
are going to visit the exhibition in the town hall, and are going to hide the poppy stones they 
have decorated and inscribed with the name of a fallen serviceman from Wallingford.     
 
Also supporting their learning about WWI, Year 5 and 6 took part in Virtual Reality workshops of 
the WWI trenches this morning.  Years 3 and 4 also took part in Virtual Reality workshops 
looking at Ancient Greek life, which is their topic for the term.  The children said the workshops 
were ‘awesome’! 
 
Year 2 are focusing their learning on festivals of light and have been learning the Rama and Sita 
story and about Diwali, making clay diva lamps in art.  Year 1 have begun learning ‘Where the 
Wild Things Are’ for their story topic and made bird feeders at Forest School this week.  
Foundation Stage have been busy exploring their ‘new’ classroom and garden for the first time.   
 
The PTFA have also had a busy start to the term with the Halloween Disco and collecting money 
at the Firework Display in Wallingford.  Thank you very much to all the parents who volunteered 
to help at these events.  However, we do still need more support to make the events happen 
and raise the money we want for exciting projects in school.  This year PTFA funds are going 
towards redeveloping the infant playground, adding in more physical equipment, as well as 
buying some furniture for our new library and classrooms and raising money for a dedicated 
Nurture Room.  We will be sending more information about this soon.  Please do come along to 
take part and help at the Christmas Fair on 7th December which is the next PTFA event. 
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Thank you to those of you who have now made an appointment for parent teacher interviews 
next week.  If you haven’t contacted us, we have allocated you a slot to meet with your child’s 
teacher.  We do hope that all parents will come along to discuss their child’s progress this year 
so far and how they can support with learning at home.  
 
You will have received an email this week from Mrs Colbourne and Mrs Rudd, our Science 
coordinators, regarding Science in school.  This year we are working towards the Primary Quality 
Science Mark and are raising the profile of Science in the school.   We have received our first 
‘Science selfie’ for the noticeboard and look forward to seeing more soon! 
 
As part of our focus on increasing Reading for Pleasure, we are always looking to recruit any 
parents or grandparents who can spare some time to come and hear children read – in all year 
groups. Please let us know if you can spare an hour or two to help out – or if you would like to 
read to a class at the end of the school day one day.  
 
Don’t forget Monday is an INSET day for us.  Teachers will be visiting other teachers in our OPEN 
partnership of schools – Cholsey, Willowcroft and Ladygrove Park – to observe teaching and 
learn about areas of good practice from our colleagues in those schools.    
 
Finally, we are in the process of updating our website and establishing a blog for reporting on 
events and sharing photographs, rather than putting them in the newsletter.  Key dates for your 
diary and upcoming events are also on the home page of the website so check there for ‘what’s 
on’. We are just in the beginning stages but do keep an eye on the website and the link to the 
blog which is on the website! 
 
Have a lovely weekend and do look out for our remembrance stones.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
Nicky Hughes 
 


