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Dear Parents,
You will have picked up that the great excitement this week has been the installation of the new playground equipment in the Junior Playground. We had our grand opening at playtime today and the children are all really excited
to be able to use it! The ‘chill out’ area with story-telling chair is also ready for use, and we will be encouraging the
children to use it as a quiet space. Huge thanks again to the PTFA for the incredible fundraising effort this year and
to the playground committee for their work in the planning and preparation for the play area, particularly Aoife
Liptrot and Jim Chiazzese for all of their efforts.
We all really enjoyed the Wallingford Carnival on Saturday; thank you to everyone who joined us on our Oliver
Twist float. Despite the extreme heat, especially for those of us in Victorian costumes, it was great fun and we
have had lots of praise for our singing! St John’s won the ‘most tuneful’ category and came second overall. The
PTFA also did a roaring trade selling our Wallingford and London prints and postcards. Thank you to all of the parents who made props and dressed the float, joined us in the procession, shook buckets and manned the stall. A
special mention must go to Jo Beckett who was on the Carnival Committee this year and did lots behind the
scenes, as well as on the day. It was lovely to be a part of the Carnival revival - roll on Carnival 2018!
We have had two sporting events over the last two weeks too. Year 3 took part in the Wallingford School Tennis
Festival last week - thanks to Mrs Harrison for taking the children, and yesterday Mr Chandler took a team to a
Kwik Cricket tournament at The Oratory School. All had a lot of fun, and as always were great sports.
Year 6 had the first of their end of term events - an Awards Evening - held this year at the Hithercroft Sports Centre. The children came along with their families and enjoyed a BBQ as well as receiving the awards their classmates had nominated them for. Thank you to the Year 6 parents who organised the event; it was a really fun
evening. We are also enjoying lots of lovely singing coming from the hall during the ‘Oliver!’ rehearsals which are
in full swing for Year 5 and 6 now. It is going to be a super performance. We are really grateful to all of the parents who have given up their time to help with making evenings, making props and painting the set. A visiting theatre company is coming to school to put on a performance of ‘Oliver!’ on Friday 7th July and would be very grateful to receive some more contributions of £2 from parents to help us cover the cost, £3 for Year 5 and 6 who are
also taking part in a workshop. The visit is on Parentpay. Thank you.
The School Council are organising a St John’s Talent Show event for the last week of term. Auditions will be taking
place in classes over the next couple of weeks. Do encourage your children to show off their talents – we are hoping for a wide range of entries!
Year 5/6 are having a careers afternoon on Tuesday 4th July, as part of the Year 5 ‘Aspirations’ topic. We already
have lots of volunteers who are coming to talk about their jobs but would be happy for more! If any of you would
like to come and talk about your careers, let us know.
Don’t forget Sports Day on Monday 3rd July at 9.30am. We will be following the same format as last year in the
morning with races for all of the classes. In the afternoon, Key Stage 2 will do some further athletic events and the
points will be collated to find the overall winner. There is no expectation for parents to attend in the afternoon
but we would love to see you in the morning.
Have a lovely weekend,

Nicky Hughes
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Important dates for your diaries…
Tues 27th June - Bag2School day
Thurs 29th June - Year 6 It’s Your Move

***Forest School News ***
- request for donations!
Over the last term Year 6 have been
busy designing, building and running
a 'masterchef' mud kitchen at Forest
School. Many a delicious chocolate
cake have already been made (see pictures below). The children have requested that we have a few more
things like pots, pans, old sink and
utensils...to make the kitchen even
better.

Mon 3rd July - Sports Day morning on the field 9:30am
Tues 4th July - Year 5/6 Careers Fair 1:30pm
Fri 7th July - Oliver Twist performance
Fri 7th July - Year 1 Cake Sale
Mon 10th July - Year 5/6 dress rehearsal 1:30pm
Tues 11th July - Year 5/6 production 7pm
Weds 12th July - moving up day
Thurs 13th July - moving up day
Thurs 13th July - Year 5/6 production 7pm

Please let us
know if you
have any
things you
would like to
donate and we can hopefully put them
to good use.
Thanks Jo and Julie

Fri 14th July - Year 6 Dragon’s Den Sale 2:45pm
Fri 14th July - Summer Picnic 3-7pm
Tues 18th July - Open classrooms afternoon 2pm
Thurs 20th July - Year 6 party
Fri 21st July - leavers’ assembly 12:45pm

*END OF TERM 1:30pm Friday 21st July*

As the current PTFA treasurer,
chair and deputy chair will all be
standing down at the end of term
there will be a special Extraordinary General Meeting of the PTFA
on Friday 7th July @3:20pm. All
are welcome and encouraged to
come along to discuss the future.

Term Dates 2017-2018
Term 1 06/09/17 to 20/10/17, Term 2 30/10/17 to
19/12/17, Term 3 04/01/18 to 09/02/18, Term 4
19/02/18 to 29/03/18, Term 5 16/04/18 to 25/05/18,
Term 6 04/06/18 to 20/07/17
Inset Days 2017-2018
Monday 04/09/2017, Tuesday 05/09/17, Monday
06/11/17, Monday 23/07/18, Tuesday 24/07/18,
Wednesday 25/07/18

Congratulations to Rachel Guard and Emma Seymour
who have kindly stepped up to be cycling proficiency
trainers and who passed their test this week.
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A massive THANK YOU to Flick Whitehead for all her work with the school to produce our wonderful Wallingford prints.
Many of you are keen to order London and Wallingford prints and tea towels. Examples are on display next to the office together with order forms. Please return
to the school office, in an envelope, with your payment . Unfortunately we can only
offer a limited number of framed prints and this will be on a first come first served
basis. If we can't fulfill your order we will contact you and refund as appropriate. At
the moment we are only offering Wallingford print tea towels. If you would like a
London one please make a note on the form (we need a minimum of 25, if there is
enough interest I will go ahead).
To ensure you get your order by the end of term forms must be returned by
MONDAY 3rd JULY 9am.
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Prop requests for Oliver production
Do you have any of the following at home
which you could lend to school next
month? If so please speak to Ms Beckett.
- A long old fashioned sausage toasting
fork
- An old fashioned broom
- Old fashioned Victorian easy chair
- Old books
- Sacks
- Old fashioned gun, not in working order

Coming soon ……….

Thank you to all of those who have been coming along to our making evenings. We very
much appreciate your help and creativity.

Issue 19

Page 7

Cricket Tournament at The Oratory

Year 3 tennis festival

The grand opening of the new playground
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BAG 2 SCHOOL CLOTHING COLLECTION -TUESDAY 27th JUNE
Bag 2 School is a textile recycling scheme (not a charity) which sells donated textiles to
worldwide markets. They collect your unwanted clothes, paired shoes, SOFT TOYS and other clean, re-useable textiles direct from school. PLEASE NOTE; We DO NOT accept
bedding, curtains or school uniform. No rags or unsaleable items please.
School receives a payment of 50p per kilo, so the heavier the bag, the more money we raise
for school funds. The next date for our Bag 2 School clothing collection is TUESDAY
27thJUNE.
A bag will be coming home with your child, please bring your bag back to school (on the
morning of collection ONLY please) with your unwanted clothes. The collection point is
against the fence in the school car park.
If you need extra bags you can use a bin bag or other large plastic bag for your donation.

Mrs Harrison’s Art Club drawing
still life pictures this week

