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Dear Parents,
As we come to the end of the Summer Term, we can reflect on what has been a successful year
at St John’s. We end this academic year with a really positive Ofsted report, and a return to
‘Good’. Our data this year is also looking very positive and I have put a provisional summary in
this newsletter. Alongside the Ofsted and the data, I am particularly pleased that we have maintained our creative, topic based curriculum and probably packed more into the year than ever before!
I want to take this opportunity to thank our hard working staff for all that they do to give the children varied and interesting learning experiences; they often go above and beyond in organising
trips, visits and events for the children, and all provide a nurturing and supportive environment in
which the children can learn.
Our end of term events have all gone really well. It was lovely to see so many of you supporting
at our Sports Day last week. The weather was kind and I was very proud of how well the children
all participated and showed great sportsmanship, including some spectacular cheering! Children
competed in their new houses, and ‘Earth’ who were this year’s winners. Mrs Colbourne, our PE
coordinator, put a huge amount of work into organising the morning and it ran really smoothly.
Thank you, Mrs Colbourne!
All of our children spent two days moving up to their new classes last week, getting to know their
new teacher. They all seemed to have lovely visits, enjoyed the activities and will be familiar with
some of the routines of their new classes when they come back in September. Year 6 also visited their secondary schools and came back thoroughly enthused!
Year 5 and 6 put on their production of the Jungle Book last week, which was hugely entertaining
and their audiences loved it! We were all really impressed with how relaxed the children were on
stage, how many lines some of them had learnt, the comedy moments and super singing – both
as groups and soloists. Well done to all of the children, to Ms Beckett and Mrs Colbourne for
their hard work directing the show and to Maff Potts for once again providing the musical accompaniment. Thanks too to all of the parents who helped with props and backdrops at our making
evenings. The quality of the productions just seems to get better and better!
As is often the case at this time of year, we sadly have to say goodbye to some members of staff.
Melanie Gravett, who has been one of our Forest School leaders this year, is leaving to take on
more Forest School hours in another school. Melanie has been a real asset to the Forest School
team at St John’s; we will miss her and wish her all the best of luck for the future. She will be replaced by Julie Carr who is already on our Forest School team, and this year has completed her
Forest School Leader training. We also say goodbye to Suzanne Tomlinson, who has been a
Teaching Assistant in Year 2 this year. We have all really enjoyed working with Suzanne this
year and want to thank her for all hard work. Jackie Worth, who has run our choir and orchestra,
as well as helping with curriculum music and productions, also leaves us. Jackie has taken on
another role with a museum and is also expecting her second baby in the Autumn. We wish
Jackie well and thank her for all of her support with music over the past 5 years.
We also say goodbye this week to Mark Chandler, who has taught at St John’s for 6 years, teaching Years 5, 4 and 3 and is now moving out of the area to take up a teaching position near Bath.
This will be a huge loss to the team. We will miss his enthusiasm, energy, good humour and
dedication to the children in his care. He has contributed hugely to the wider life of the school
too, being a member of the PTFA and a governor this year, and has always been willing to help
out at school events. I know you would all join me in thanking him for all he has done, and wishing him all of the very best for the future.
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When we come back in September, the car park will be out of action but the paths still available.
Foundation Stage and Year 1 will access their classrooms through the large playground, Year 3
via their classroom door, 4 and 6 via the ramp as usual, and Years 2 and 5 from the Infant playground.
You will have noticed that we have been busy packing up the communal areas and Key Stage 1
classrooms. Staff have done a fantastic job getting it all ready for the end of term when the builders will take over the school for the summer holidays. The children have been a great help too!
The builders will start work on the hall and kitchen immediately, move into Key Stage 2 to start
the extension to the JACs room ready for Year 2, then move into the Key Stage 1 area. We expect the temporary classrooms for Foundation Stage and Year 1 to be delivered next week.
Please remember that we are changing the school day to an 8.45am start for all classes, with
doors open at 8.40am, and school will finish at 3.15pm for everyone.
Thank you all for your on-going support in all areas of school life, and for helping with trips and
events. We do appreciate all you do for us and would not be able to provide as much for the children without that support.
Do remember to come along to the PTFA end of year picnic on the field tonight from 5pm – 7pm.
Bring your own snacks and there will be a bar!
Finally, I hope you all have a really lovely summer break. Let’s hope the heatwave continues
now that school is finishing!
I look forward to seeing you all back again for the new school year on Thursday 6 th September.
Kind regards,
Nicky Hughes
Provisional Data 2018

2018

National

Good Level of Development

69%

71% (2017)

Year 1 Phonics Screen

83%

81% (2017)

KS1 Reading

80%

76% (2017)

KS1 Writing

72%

68% (2017)

KS1 Maths

76%

75% (2017)

KS2 Reading

90%

75% (2018)

KS2 Writing

84%

78% (2018)

KS2 Maths

84%

76% (2018)

Grammar, Spelling and

80%

78% (2018)

Punctuation
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*End of term 1:30pm Friday 20th July*
*Thursday 6th September - first day of school for pupils*
Term Dates 2018-2019
Term 1 Thursday 06/09/18 – Friday
19/10/18
Term 2 Monday 29/10/18 – Friday
21/12/18
Term 3 Tuesday 08/01/19 – Friday
15/02/19
Term 4 Monday 25/02/19 – Friday
05/04/19
Term 5 Tuesday 23/04/19 – Friday
24/05/19
Term 6 Monday 03/06/19 – Tuesday
23/07/19
Inset Days 2018-2019
Tuesday 04/09/2018, Wednesday
05/09/2018, Monday 12/11/2018, Monday 07/01/2019, Wednesday
24/07/2019

Message from the office
We will be updating student data
and our school permissions when we
return to school in September.
Please remember to update us with
any changes of address or contact
details over the summer and going
forward. The office will not be

New School Menu
The new menu for autumn is now on
the school website. You will be able to
start booking lunches via Parentpay for
your child from the end of term.
In the new school year we will be conducting focus groups with children and
based on their feedback and comments this will dictate the menu from
February half term onwards.

staffed over the summer.
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Badges designed by our students for the festival of cycling

Toby in Year 2
with his amazing
creation of the
Rainforest. He
was so inspired by
the last topic in
Year 2 that he
spent hours making this wonderful
model! Hidden
Lemurs and all!
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On Monday 2 July, our year 5 and
year 6 children joined other Primary
Schools across Oxfordshire to help
to create a giant human poppy to
remember and thank all those who
were affected by the First World
War.

A helicopter from RAF Benson flew over the Dalton Barracks site to take a picture of Oxfordshire's Poppy. The event was organised by the Royal British Legion and funded as
part of the county's commemorations of the centenary this year of the 1918 Armistice.

Young Art Oxford
Our final figure for money raised for CRUK, is the huge sum of £16,760 and is the
largest amount we have ever raised. So a big thank you to you and all the children and parents for all your support.

Collection of pre-loved bra donations for Against Breast Cancer, more
info here:
https://www.againstbreastcancer.org.uk/recycling/bra-recycling/
Local donations at Wallingford's only Pink Bra
Bank at: Carola Moon Portraits, Ayres Yard, Station Rd, Wallingford OX10 0JZ.
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Year 4 Trip to the Corn Exchange
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The Jungle Book
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The Jungle
Book
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The Jungle Book
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Year 6 leavers
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Sports Day

