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Friday 25th 2018
Dear Parents and Carers,
I wanted to stat this letter by saying Thank You to all of you for your good luck wishes and congratulations
messages leading up to and after our recent OfSTED inspection. I really appreciated the time you took to
email the office, catch me and other staff on the playground. As you can imagine, we are absolutely thrilled
with the outcome and Year 5 had a huge part to play with that with their impeccable behaviour and brilliant
work during the inspection, as always! They really are a brilliant bunch of children!
We have been thinking about our topic this term, ‘Born to Dream’ where we have learnt about inspirational
people such as Nelson Mandela, Malala and Nick Vujicic amongst others. Some of us have begun to think
about someone we find inspirational and have started researching them (there are a few family members
included in the list!) After half term, we will be continuing with the topic and focusing more on what we would
like to be when we are older and know what we need to get there. We will also think about what skills and
strengths the children already have and how these may support them in the future. We are holding careers
fair on Monday 2nd July and would like as many different careers represented as possible for the children to
find out about! The event involves the children talking to as many people as possible, in the time allocated,
about their careers/ jobs/ volunteer work etc… asking questions such as what their job involves, what training
they had to do, why they do it, what is the best thing about their job.
A large focus of next term will also be getting ready for the end of year production ‘The Jungle Book’. Please
see the letter sent out earlier this week about props and equipment that we need to start collecting.
This term we have looked at some different artists and Mrs Hill has kindly come in to teach some skills based
lessons such as the different ways to use oil pastels and how to create a perspective drawing. The children’s
outcomes have been STUNNING!
P.E kit:
For PE, the children should have, in a named PE bag, the following items: a plain white t-shirt, a pair of
blue or black shorts, a pair of blue, grey or black joggers, a blue, black or grey sweatshirt, and a pair of
sports trainers (not Converse type shoes please!) Children with earrings will need to remove them
independently for all PE sessions – a little container to keep them in would be useful on PE days. It is best
if the children bring their P.E. kit in on a Monday and take it home on a Friday as we may have to change
P.E. days due to other events some weeks.
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Clarinet
We are continuing to have our Clarinet lessons on a Wednesday so please help the children remember their
clarinets for the lesson. Please encourage them to practise their clarinet at home to support the learning they
have done in the music lessons.
Homework reminder
The children all have homework books where their homework will be stuck each week. There may be
occasions where they get different homework, however, this is the usual expectation:
Reading

15-20 minutes at least 4 times a week

Grammar homework

There is an increasing demand on the
children’s knowledge and using/
applying grammar and punctuation.
To support the work done in class, the
children will be getting grammar
homework on a weekly basis.
Various Maths sheets/ activities on a
weekly basis
From the KS2 curriculum list and
relevant spelling patterns

Maths
Spelling

I usually check their reading journals daily so
please ensure they have them at school every
day.
Due in on a Wednesday.

Due in on a Wednesday.
Usually set on a Friday for a quiz on the following
Friday with activities during lessons
throughout the week.

Friday afternoons
For the first 3 Fridays after half term, Year 5 will be having Dance with Jennie and then will switch to Forest
School for the remaining weeks of the year. Please ensure they have the correct kit on those days.
Helping Out in Year 5
We really welcome any offers of help to support our learning in Year 5, especially with reading. Please do not
feel you have to come in every week if you volunteer, just turn up as and when you can and I will allocate you
children to listen to. We also need occasional help when we go out on local trips. Please come and speak to
me if you can help – we will really appreciate it!
Please do not hesitate to come and talk to me if you have any questions or concerns or send me an email via
the office email account – office.2567@st-johns.oxon.sch.uk
Yours sincerely,
Mrs Colbourne and Mrs Brotherton

