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Dear Parents,  

Thank you for your kind and supportive comments and messages following our recent Ofsted report.  We are 

really pleased with the outcome, which staff have worked very hard to achieve,  and we very much appreciate 

all of the support you have shown us over the past two years.  We will be discussing the report and giving you 

an opportunity to ask any questions on Wednesday 23rd May at 7pm in school, so do come along if you can. 

Year 6 have had a very busy week as it has been SATs week, re-named ‘Pancake Week’ by the children! We 

are extremely proud of them all.  They coped admirably, tackled the tests calmly and  definitely gave their 

best efforts.  They were well prepared for the week by Ms Beckett, who also provided the children with a 

hearty breakfast every morning, and they can now relax a little and enjoy the end of their Year 6 year.      

Many thanks to the parents who came along to the PTFA Love Your School Day recently.  We only had a small 

group of volunteers but they achieved a lot including a great deal of weeding, a tidy up of the pond, clearing 

drains, moving furniture and putting up signs.  We really appreciate having those jobs done for us.  We think 

that Saturday mornings may be difficult for some people to attend so are thinking of moving the day or time 

in the future.  The next PTFA event is the Spring Disco next Friday - 25th May.  We would love to see more 

parents at our PTFA meetings to help organise our events - all parents are welcome.  The next meeting is on 

Monday 11th June at 7pm and we will aim to hold meetings on the second Monday of each term from now 

on.   

Year 4 had a great time on their residential trip to Court Hill last week.  Children took part in an orienteering 

activity, some sketching and watercolour painting, went on a nature walk with a leader from the centre, took 

part in a photography competition, had a Relax Kids session and toasted marshmallows on the bonfire! An 

action-packed and lovely two days. Many thanks to Mrs Burgess, Mrs Hannaford and Mr Chandler, Mrs Carr 

and Mrs Harbord who accompanied the children .    

We have been receiving entries for the RAF 100 competition and will be sending them in at the end of next 

week.  If your child would like to take part, please encourage them to complete their entry and send it in to 

school.  The winner will receive tickets to the RAF Benson Families Day! 

The Wallingford Carnival is coming up next month on Saturday 16th June and we are taking part!  The theme 

for the Carnival this year is ‘Lights, Camera, Action!’ The St John’s float will be based on ‘The Jungle Book’, 

which links with the Year 5 and 6 production, however ALL children in the school and invited to join us and be 

part of the Carnival.  Please put the date in your diaries and come along if you can; we are hoping for a good 

show from St John’s this year! 

You will have received the email about Walk to School Week which is next week and your children should 

have brought home a diary with them today.  We hope lots of you will take part and we will celebrate with a 

breakfast on Friday morning in the Junior Playground.  

Kind regards, 

Nicky Hughes 
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Important dates for your diaries… 

Wc 21st May - walk to school week 

Tuesday 22nd May - Bag2School Day 

Wednesday 23rd May - OfSted parent meeting 7pm 

Friday 25th May - PTFA Spring disco 

Friday 25th May - last day of term 5 

** wc 28th May - Half Term holiday ** 

Thursday 7th June - Y6 making evening 

Thursday 14th June - Y6 making evening 

Saturday 16th June - Wallingford Carnival 

Friday 22nd June - Y6 Festival of Voices 

Wednesday 27th June - Y6 It’s your move 

Friday 29th June - Y6 treat 

Monday 2nd July - Y6 Careers Fair 

Friday 6th July - Dragon’s Den Sale 

Tuesday 10th July - Y6 production evening 

Wednesday 11th July - Sports Day 

Wednesday 11th July - Y6 production evening 

Thursday 12th July - Changeover day 

Friday 13th July - Y6 Awards Night 

Friday 29th July - Y6 leavers assembly 

Term Dates 2018-2019 

Term 1 Thursday 06/09/18 – Friday 19/10/18 

Term 2 Monday 29/10/18 – Friday 21/12/18 

Term 3 Tuesday 08/01/19 – Friday 15/02/19 

Term 4 Monday 25/02/19 – Friday 05/04/19 

Term 5 Tuesday 23/04/19 – Friday 24/05/19 

Term 6 Monday 03/06/19 – Tuesday 23/07/19 

Inset Days 2018-2019 

Tuesday 04/09/2018, Wednesday 05/09/2018, Mon-

day 12/11/2018, Monday 07/01/2019, Wednesday 

24/07/2019 

BAG2SCHOOL CLOTHING 

COLLECTION 
  
The next date for our Bag 2 School 

collection is TUESDAY 

22nd  MAY. 

 
Please look out for the white bags 

which will be coming home with 

your children shortly. 
Please donate your clean, unwant-

ed clothes, shoes, SOFT TOYS and 

other clean, re-useable textiles. 
We receive a payment of 40p per 

kilo, so the heavier the bag, the 

more money we raise for 
school funds. 

 
Bags should be left on Tuesday 

22nd May in the car park at the rear 

of the school, by 9am. 
If you run out of bags you may use 

your own plastic bags, bin liners 

etc 
  
No bedding – please 

donate this to the 

local animal shel-

ters. 
No school uniform 

– please donate this 

to school for resale 

at the summer fete. 

Please note that Ben 

Wiggins has stepped 

down and is no longer a 

St John’s governor.  

Thank you to Ben for his 

time and support whilst 

on the Governing Body. 
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Young Art Oxford is an annual art exhibition open to all Oxfordshire schools with chil-
dren from any year between Reception to Year 9. It is a wonderful opportunity for 
young, aspiring artists to have their work judged by well-known professionals and 
artists (which this year included the Winnie the Witch illustrator, Korky Paul) and to 
exhibit at the prestigious Ashmolean Museum. As well as this, since it started in 2008, 
over £105,000 has been raised for Cancer Research. It really is a fabulous event for a 
great cause. 
 
This year they had 3427 entries and some of the children from St John's were lucky 
enough to have their pictures chosen for the exhibition. Huge congratulations to the 
following children: 
 
Nancy Cawthorne 
Rohan Clark 
Lucy Guard 
Esther Hannaford 
Holly Meurer 
Orla Sullivan 
Joe Swaine 
Gracie Vaughan 
Mabel Whitehead 
 
Their work was displayed at The Ashmolean last 
week and I was lucky enough to be able to go and see them in-situ. They all looked amazing and it was a 
very proud moment to see their creative ideas on display, representing the school. A special congratula-
tions to Gracie too as her work was chosen as 'commended' by the judges. Well done, all of you.  
     Mrs Hannaford 

Next week we are supporting walk to school week 

which we’ll be rounding off with breakfast at school 

on the Friday. 

Next term we will be supporting the  NSPCC Speak Out campaign 

coming in June.   

The NSPCC will be coming into school to conduct assemblies 

about keeping ourselves safe and speaking out. 
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Year 4 at Court Hill 
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Reminder about RAF 100 competition 

As part of the RAF centenary celebrations, St John’s were presented with a 
challenge from the Benson RAF.  
 
Children are invited to write a poem on the theme ‘what 
the RAF means to me’ and draw a picture to illustrate 
their poem. Each child in the school has bought home an 
entry form. This is a reminder that if they would like to 
enter, they can return the form to school with their com-
pleted poem and we will enter them in the competition.  
Entries need to be returned by the end of next week.  

A few weeks ago, children from St John's entered a 'design a labcoat' competition which was run by a 

company called Bayer. The children had to show what they thought Science was and design a labcoat to 

reflect their thoughts. We were delighted this morning to receive 

notification the Mahir in Year 5 had won one of the prizes for his 

design.  

Tennis taster sessions 
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Full Circle Sports May Half Term Holiday Sports & Activity Camp 
 
Come and join us to make friends, learn new skills and have fun! Children age 5 to 13 years 
can participate in an exciting programme of indoor and outdoor activities, led by qualified 
and enthusiastic coaches. 
 
Activities include: Trampolining, Climbing Wall, Zumba, MultiSports, Hockey, Football, La-
crosse, Basketball, Cricket, Rounders, Tennis, Badminton, Tag Rugby, Drama and Dance 
Workshops, Arts & Crafts and much more! 
 
Dates: Tuesday 29th to Thursday 31st May. 
Time: 9.30 to 4.30pm (extra time of 8.30am to 5.30pm available - charges apply) 
Venue: Wallingford School Leisure Centre (OX10 8HH) 
Cost: £32 per day (sibling and full week discounts available) 
 
We are also running Focus On ... Workshops 9.30 - 3.00pm   
 
Drama             (5-11yrs) Tuesday 29th May  
Forest School   (5-9yrs)  Wednesday 30th May 
Netball            (7-13yrs) Wednesday 30th May 
Climbing          (7-13yrs) Thursday   31st May 
 
Cost £35. We are OFSTED registered and accept Childcare Vouchers. 
 
For  more details or to reserve your places - Email - sam@fullcirclesports.co.uk nCall - 07751 231 090 

Join in with the Girlguiding Ridgeway Train Trail from 
Saturday 26th May -Sunday 10th June. 
There will be 44 trains hidden around Didcot and Wall-
ingford, can you solve the clues and find them all? 
Trail leaflets are £1 each (available from Wallingford 
Town Information Centre) 

 
Come and see us in Didcot and Wallingford Marketplace on 26th May or 
find out more information on our Facebook page. 

Checkendon Fun Run 

The Checkendon Run 2018, now in its third year, raises funds for Checkendon Preschool. 

This year's event is on the morning of Sunday 17th June, at Hammonds Farm in Checken-

don - and we have a 10k, a 5k and children's races too. It's a lovely relaxed event, with 

food from Blue Tin Farm, cakes (made by the Preschool Mums) and some stalls to keep the 

children amused.  

Www.checkendon-run.org.uk 


