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Dear Parents,  

As you know, we have had an Ofsted inspection this week.  This was our first full inspection since our visit in 
March 2016.  We were expecting the visit and are really pleased that the inspectors have now been.  I would 
like to say a really big thank you to all of the staff who worked extremely hard preparing for the two days, 
not seeing much of their homes and families!  They showed what a great team we have here at St John’s.  
The children were an absolute credit to us throughout too.  We now have to wait 2-3 weeks for the report, 
which we will of course share with you when we receive it.  I know that a very high proportion of parents 
completed the parent survey; many thanks to you all for taking the time to give your feedback on the school.  
Staff are now very much looking forward to their weekends!     

In other news this week, the whole school was treated to a visit from a Puma helicopter and the Station 
Commander from RAF Benson on Monday afternoon, which was very exciting!  As a surprise, we took all of 
the children to the Kinecroft to wait for the helicopter and have our RAF 100 challenge delivered to us.  Two 
members of the RAF then visited us for an assembly on Tuesday to explain more about the RAF and the chal-
lenge.  As part of the RAF centenary celebrations, children are invited to write a poem on the theme ‘what 
the RAF means to me’ and draw a picture to illustrate their poem.  Each child in the school will be bringing 
home an entry form.  If they would like to enter, they can return the form to school with their completed 
poem and we will enter them in the competition. Details are also attached to the email with this newsletter.     

Mrs Colbourne has organised some fun PE taster sessions over the past two weeks.  The aim of the sessions 
is to give children the opportunity to experience different sports and activities from those they already do.  
Children from Year 2 to Year 6 (and their teachers) all took part in a yoga taster session yesterday.   Last 
week children also took part in tennis taster sessions led by a coach from Wallingford Tennis Club which they 
really enjoyed.  Hopefully the sessions will inspire them to take up something new! 

Mrs Rudd took a group of children to take part in the Wallingford School Dance Festival on Wednesday even-
ing, performing alongside children from other primary schools and from Wallingford School.  They per-
formed to ‘This is me’ ,danced really well and were all very brave taking to the stage in front of a large audi-
ence. 

Classes have been enjoying their new topics this term and have had some exciting topic launches over the 
past two weeks. This is what Year 4 had to say about their topic launch: “ Last week, we took part in an 
amazing Lego workshop run by Lego Master Builders Club. They used a story to help us understand more 
about the Stone Age. We were set two tasks – building a bridge and a Stone Age shelter. We worked in 
teams of four and Mrs Hannaford was very impressed with our communication skills, problem solving and 
teamwork. We were very creative as well and thought of lots of different ideas. Alice said, “I wasn’t that ex-
cited about the Stone Age at the start, but now I am really excited!”  

On Wednesday Year 3 enjoyed a whole day Stone Age workshop which culminated in a performance to the 
school and to their parents. Foundation Stage and Year 1 also visited the Lookout Centre last week and 
learnt about mini-beasts which links to their Science topic this term.    

To inspire Years 5 and 6 ahead of their production in the summer term, we booked a theatre company to 
perform ‘The Jungle Book’ last week.  Other classes were invited to watch the performance too and we look 
forward to the Year 5 and 6 production in July! 

Tomorrow morning is the PTFA Love Your School Day. Please come along from 9.30am, even if you can only 
spare an hour, to help with some tidying, gardening, power washing and repairing! Lunch will be provided.     

Kind regards, 

Nicky Hughes 
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Important dates for your diaries… 

 

Saturday 28th April - Love Your School Day 

Monday 7th May - BANK HOLIDAY school is closed 

Tuesday 8th May-Wednesday 9th May - Year 4 residential 

Tuesday 22nd May - Bag2School Day 

Friday 25th May - PTFA Spring disco 

Friday 25th May - last day of term 5 

** wc 28th May - Half Term holiday ** 

 

 

 
Term Dates 2018-2019 

Term 1 Thursday 06/09/18 – Friday 19/10/18 

Term 2 Monday 29/10/18 – Friday 21/12/18 

Term 3 Tuesday 08/01/19 – Friday 15/02/19 

Term 4 Monday 25/02/19 – Friday 05/04/19 

Term 5 Tuesday 23/04/19 – Friday 24/05/19 

Term 6 Monday 03/06/19 – Tuesday 23/07/19 

Inset Days 2018-2019 

Tuesday 04/09/2018 

Wednesday 05/09/2018 

Monday 12/11/2018 

Monday 07/01/2019 

Wednesday 24/07/2019 

Remaining Term Dates 2017-2018 

Term 5 Monday 16/04/18 – Friday 25/05/18 

Term 6 Monday 04/06/18 – Friday 20/07/18 

 

Remaining Inset Days 2017-2018 

Monday 23/07/2018 

Tuesday 24/07/2018 

Wednesday 25/07/2018 

 

 

Wednesday 11th July - Sports Day  

Learning about food chains 

at the Lookout Centre 
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Yoga taster sessions 

Year 3 Stone Age Day 
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RAF 100 Challenge  

Puma helicopter visit  on the Kinecroft  

- and delivery of the challenge! 


