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Dear Parents,  

Thank you to all of you who managed to come along to our parent’s evenings last week.  I hope you found it useful to 

discuss your child’s progress and next steps with their teacher.  If you haven’t managed to have a meeting with your 

child's teacher, do please talk to them or the office about arranging a time.  I know that some parents managed to com-

plete our parent survey last week whilst you were waiting for your appointment.  If you didn’t manage to do that, please 

follow the link in the email to complete the survey.  We do find your responses useful.  Many thanks.  

Our value during the first two weeks back has been ’Friendship’.  Through this value, we have been talking to the children 

in assemblies and in class about the definition of bullying, types of bullying, how it makes people feel and what to do if 

they think someone is being bullied.  Years 5 and 6 have completed work using the book ’Wonder’ and produced some 

lovely posters around the theme of ’Choosing Kind’.   Later this term, some children from Year 5 will be trained as Anti-

bullying ambassadors.  Our Anti-bullying policy is on our website and a summary is included in this newsletter.  

World Book Day last Thursday was great fun, despite the snow,  and we had a huge variety of characters in school includ-

ing Gangsta Granny, Harry Potter, Alice, Dennis the Menace, Wally, Matilda and Auggie from Wonder. Well done to eve-

ryone for making such a super effort - staff included!  It was lovely to hear children share some less well known books 

with their classes too. We hope the children will all have the opportunity to spend their book vouchers if they haven’t 

already. 

Thank you to the parents who attended our Mental Health and Well-being focus group.  Focus groups have also taken 

place in school with staff, pupils and governors.  Following on from this we will devise a short survey for all groups in the 

school community and identify areas where we can improve our provision.  We are holding an information session for 

parents on Mental Health and Well-being in Primary Children on Monday 12th March at 7pm, led by Lucinda Powell, and 

hope lots of you will be able to attend.  We will keep you informed about our work in this area over the coming months.   

Year 5 and 6 have enjoyed a visit from the Home Guard this term; enthusiastic volunteers who came in full costume and 

brought lots of World War III artefacts with them.  On Tuesday they also went, dressed as evacuees, complete with gas 

mask boxes and identity cards, to the STEAM museum in Swindon. They looked very authentic in their costumes and had 

a fantastic day learning all about wartime Britain! 

Our sports teams continue to do well, with Year 5 and 6 coming 7th in the indoor Athletics Tournament out of 50 schools. 

Our Year 4 football team are also through to the next round of the South Oxfordshire School Games Football competition 

which will take place next week.  Mrs Colbourne is working hard to enhance PE provision throughout the school. Today 

Years 1, 2 and 3 will take part in a Cricket Taster session from a coach from ‘Chance to Shine Cricket’ and the Rugby Tots 

lessons for Foundation, Year 1 and 2 are going really well this term.   

Years 3 and 4 have begun learning songs and rehearsing their production of ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’ which 

they will perform in the last week of term.  We look forward to seeing them all take to the stage.   

Finally, Mr Chandler took part in a study visit to Jordan over the half term, as part of a British Council funded project and 

is forming a partnership with the school, do read the account of his trip in this newsletter . 

Kind regards, 

Nicky Hughes 
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Important dates for your diaries… 

March 2018 

Thurs 15th March - Year 4/5/6 science trip 

Tues 20th March -  Y6 Junior Citizen 

Thurs 22nd March - Class photos 

Thurs 22nd March - Y6 Cycling Proficiency test 

** End of term 1:30pm Thursday 29th March ** 

Term Dates 2018-2019 

Term 1 Thursday 06/09/18 – Friday 19/10/18 

Term 2 Monday 29/10/18 – Friday 21/12/18 

Term 3 Tuesday 08/01/19 – Friday 15/02/19 

Term 4 Monday 25/02/19 – Friday 05/04/19 

Term 5 Tuesday 23/04/19 – Friday 24/05/19 

Term 6 Monday 03/06/19 – Tuesday 23/07/19 

Inset Days 2018-2019 

Tuesday 04/09/2018 

Wednesday 05/09/2018 

Monday 12/11/2018 

Monday 07/01/2019 

Wednesday 24/07/2019 

Remaining Term Dates 2017-2018 

Term 4 Monday 19/02/18 – Thursday 29/03/18 

Term 5 Monday 16/04/18 – Friday 25/05/18 

Term 6 Monday 04/06/18 – Friday 20/07/18 

 

Remaining Inset Days 2017-2018 

Monday 23/07/2018 

Tuesday 24/07/2018 

Wednesday 25/07/2018 

World Thinking Day - Thursday 22nd February 
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If you haven’t been able to make an appointment for 

parent teacher interviews please do get in touch to 

arrange something.  

Sports Hall Athletics Final  

After doing well and reaching the finals, our Year 5/6 team came 7th out of 50 schools overall. 

The Homeguard visited  Year 5 and 6 on 22nd 

February 2018.  We learnt about some of the 

weapons and things that they used in World War 

two. My favourite bit was when they showed us 

the phones that they made out of cans and when 

they put the gas masks on. They also showed us 

the food that children could eat and bombs.  

They were in a uniform, one was a normal girl, 

one was a pilot and the other three were in army 

uniforms. They showed three gas masks: one for 

children which was a Mickey Mouse one, a nor-

mal one for older people and the other one for 

babies where you had to put the whole baby in! 

We also held a grenade; it was an inactive one 

but it was really cool. I learnt a lot from the talk 

and it was very interesting.     

                            By Mahir 
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Reminder of St John’s school 

PE kit 

white round necked t-shirt or 
white st-johns t-shirt 
navy/back shorts 
plain navy/black/grey jogging 
bottoms 
plain navy/black/grey jumper 
pair of trainers 
 
Also no earrings and girls must 
have long hair tied back. 

Please save the date in your diary 

for the fantastic PTFA annual quiz 

night on Friday 23 March!!  

 

This is a great evening which in-

volves dinner, drinks, a brilliant 

raffle and of 

course some ex-

cellent quiz ques-

tions!  

 

It would be great if you can join 

in...so start thinking about your 

dream team and save the date! 

More details to follow! 

St John’s Anti- bullying policy 

Definition 

Bullying is the intentional repetitive hurting of one person by another person or 

group of people. It often involves an inbalance of power. Bullying is not having a single 

fight or argument with someone. 

Types of bullying 

Direct bullying - done directly to the target - pushing, hitting, name-calling etc 

Indirect bullying - behind someone’s back, taking someone’s things, leaving them out 

It can be physical, verbal, cyber (over the internet), emotional  

What to do if you are being bullied or know someone who is being bullied 

Do not retaliate. Speak out. Talk to someone - a friend or trusted adult at home or 

school who will help you. 
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Over half term I had the wonderful opportunity to visit Amman in Jordan 
as part of a project run by the British Council. The 'Connecting Classroom' 
scheme allows schools in the UK to form partnerships with schools across 
the world in order to promote a meaningful and purposeful context for 
children to learn about other cultures and raise the concept of them being global citizens, as well as de-

velop critical thinking and communication skills.  
 
25 teachers from the UK met their Middle Eastern counter-
parts, travelling from across the region from Moroc-
co, Palestine, Lebanon and Egypt in order to plan our pro-
jects face to face. The opportunity to meet people from such 
varied cultures and backgrounds and discuss the different 
challenges and successes in their different school systems 
was a powerful experience. 
 
I was lucky enough to have the opportunity to visit the 
school we are partnered with which was based in a refugee 
area of Amman. With minimal funding, the teachers do an 

incredible job in the UN run school; managing to provide an excellent education for the pupils with an an-
nual budget of $1500 dollars for the 800 students. I met the students my Year 3 class will be working with 
and taught a lesson, sharing our story telling techniques with students 

and staff. 
 
Our collaboration will be based around hunger 
and food scarcity and will allow us to share 
and reflect on different issues in various coun-
tries around the world, as well as our own 

Mr Chandler’s  

visit to Jordan 
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School Snow Day - Friday 2nd March  

Year 5 and 6 work on ‘Wonder’ 
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World  

Book  

Day 
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World Book Day 
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World War II  

evacuation 

day 
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World War II  

evacuation 

day 
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U8s Cholsey Bluebirds 

 
This team has just formed this year and 

are looking for more players to join 

them. Training is on Saturdays at 10:30 - 

11:30am on the back fields of Cholsey 

Park.  All abilities are welcome to join 

these very enthusiastic girls. The girls 

need to be in year 3 at school. 

For details please email  

jwebste1@hotmail.co.uk  

or call 07824 996166. 

Other local opportunities which may be of interest ….. 

mailto:jwebste1@hotmail.co.uk


This Easter The Story Museum presents a packed programme of events for lovers of 
chocolate and stories alike! 

 
It’s Always Tea Time 31 March – 7 July 
Feast your eyes on the most exquisite of tea parties in this award-winning illustration exhibition pre-
sented in association with the Estonian Publishers Association and the Estonian Children’s Literature 
Centre. Inspired by the classic children’s book Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, 72 artists from 19 
countries take a journey down the rabbit hole to join the Hatter and friends. 
  
Do you speak chocolate – 3 April, 14.00 
Come and discover why you should never underestimate the power of chocolate with children’s author 
Cas Lester, inspired by her latest book ‘Do you Speak Chocolate?’. Ages 7+. Tickets £7/
£5. www.storymuseum.org.uk 01865 807600 
  
A Necklace of Raindrops – 4 April, 11.00 & 14.00 
Enjoy three fabulous stories adapted from Joan Aiken’s ‘A Necklace of Raindrops’ performed with 
shadow puppetry, storytelling, original live music and a ‘crankie’ (miniature scrolling theatre set). Ages 
6+. Tickets £7/£5 www.storymuseum.org.uk01865 807600 
  
Easter Adventures with Elys Dolan and Mr Bunny – 5 April, 14.00 
Join leading children’s book author and illustrator Elys Dolan for a storytelling session and hands-on 
workshop. Ages 2+. Tickets £7/£5 www.storymuseum.org.uk 01865 807600 
  
The Marvellous Moon Map – 6 April 11.00 
Make your own paper boat in this jam-packed drawing and storytelling session for little ones with Tere-
sa Heapy and David Litchfield. Ages 3+. Tickets £7/£5. www.storymuseum.org.uk 01865 807600 
  
The Unexpected Journey Through Chocolate – 6 April, 14.00 
Take a journey through chocolate history, stopping in some unexpected places with storyteller Lucy 
Walters. Ages 4+. Tickets £7/£5. www.storymuseum.org.uk 01865 807600 
  
Read and Draw with Korky Paul – 11 April, 14.00 
Join the fabulous illustrator Korky Paul with Winnie the Witch and Wilbur for a fun family event with 
plenty of audience participation! Ages 5+. Tickets £7/£5. www.storymusum.org.uk 01865 807600 
  
Early Man Model-making workshops – 13 April, 11.00, 13.00 & 15.00 
Celebrating the release of the latest animation from the Aardman team, come and learn from the ex-
perts how to make your own famous Aardman characters. Ages 8-12. Tickets £8/
£6. www.storymuseum.org.uk 01865 807600 
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Other local opportunities which may be of interest ….. 
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Other local opportunities which may be of interest ….. 

You are warmly invited to our open day on 

Sunday 11 March at Matrix in Sutton Courtenay 

Music courses for children aged 2 – 7 
years 

 

‘Learn music differently’ 
 

Booking is essential – please contact us on 

mail@matrixmusicschool.co.uk or 01235 847264 

www.matrixmusicschool.co.uk 

 

 We hold open days with taster lessons (4 – 7 yrs) and parent information sessions (2 – 
3yrs) in March and October each year. Also available at Matrix: art, ballet, instrumental 
and fitness sessions. 

 

You may have heard on Radio Oxford that we are hosting Yamaha’s National Young Com-
posers concert here in Abingdon this year: six of our students will be performing their com-
positions and several others from Yamaha Music Schools around the country. This promis-
es to be a really inspiring event!  

Details: 

Date and time Sunday 4th March at 5pm (doors open 4.30pm) 

Venue Amey Theatre, Abingdon School 

Tickets £5 per seat 

Booking mail@matrixmusicschool.co.uk or on the door 

 

 

mailto:mail@matrixmusicschool.co.uk
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