
St John’s Primary School 

Wallingford 

Newsletter 

January 2018 

Issue  7 

19/1/18 

Dear Parents,  

 

Happy New Year!  And welcome back to the new school term.  I hope you all enjoyed a happy and 
relaxing Christmas break.  We have had a good start to the term with classes enjoying their new 
topics.  Foundation Stage and Year 1 have been learning about winter and how animals cope with 
colder climates; Year 2 have been learning about the Circus, including making their own trapeze 
artists, and have a Circus skills workshop booked in for later in the term; Year 3 and 4 tasted choc-
olate as part of the launch of their Chocoholics topic and are now learning more about the Mayan 
culture and how chocolate is produced, they are also looking forward to a trip to Cadbury’s World; 
and Year 5 and 6 have been gripped by their new topic, World War II, asking lots of questions and 
carrying out research at home.  It’s a short term but we are packing in lots of learning! 

 

You may have noticed that we have made some changes to our Foundation Stage/ Year 1 garden 
to improve the environment and enhance the outdoor learning opportunities.  Just before the 
Christmas holidays the paths were re-tarmacked and artificial grass laid in the area around the 
sandpit.  Last week we had new plastic markings put onto the tarmac – phonics sounds, a number 
track, shapes and road markings.  The markings are a great teaching resource for the outside and 
the children are enjoying them, as well as enjoying being able to ride the bikes on a smooth road!  
It also lovely for the staff to have less muddy areas! 

 

We are holding an Internet Safety session for parents next Tuesday, 23
rd

 January, at 7pm.  This 
will be run by Matt Lovegrove from Engage E-Safety who ran a session for us last year.  Please do 
come along if you can to learn about more about this important topic of how to keep your children 
safe online.  The children will also be taking part in Online Safety workshops with a visiting teacher 
on Monday of next week, so do ask them what they have learnt.   

 

On Thursday 25
th
 January, our governors will be in school for the day.  They will be visiting classes 

and meeting teachers and children.  They would like to invite you to drop in at 3pm to meet with 
them and have a cup of tea.  Do come along if you can.  This is an opportunity to find out more 
about the role of governors and ask them about their work, as well as to feedback to them about 
any aspect of the school. 

 

We are planning to do some work in school to support mental health and wellbeing of the whole 
school community.  Part of this work will involve a survey of all groups in the school community - 
pupils, parents, staff and governors.  At this time we are looking for parents who may be interested 
in becoming involved in a focus group to help design the survey.  If this is of interest to you, please 
get in touch with me via the school office.   

 

Have a lovely weekend.  

 

Kind regards, 

 

Nicky Hughes 
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Important dates for your diaries… 

Tues 23rd Jan - Internet Safety talk for parents run by Engage E-Safety 7pm 

Thurs 25th Jan - Governors drop in tea 3pm. Come and meet our governors 

Fri 26th Jan - School council 

Fri 26th Jan - Y3/4 school trip  

Fri 2nd Feb - Year 4 pop up café 

Fri 9th Feb - School council 

*End of term Friday 9th February * 

Tues 20th March -  Y6 Junior Citizen 

Thurs 22nd March - Class photos 

Thurs 22nd March - Y6 Cycling Proficiency test 

 

Remaining Term Dates 2017-2018 

Term 3 Thursday 04/01/18 – Friday 09/02/18 

Term 4 Monday 19/02/18 – Thursday 29/03/18 

Term 5 Monday 16/04/18 – Friday 25/05/18 

Term 6 Monday 04/06/18 – Friday 20/07/18 

 

Remaining Inset Days 2017-2018 

Monday 23/07/2018 

Tuesday 24/07/2018 

Wednesday 25/07/2018 

 

Term Dates 2018-2019 

Term 1 Thursday 06/09/2018 – Friday 19/10/18 

Term 2 Monday 29/10/18 – Friday 21/12/18 

Term 3 Tuesday 08/01/19 – Friday 15/02/19 

Term 4 Monday 25/02/19 – Friday 05/04/19 

Term 5 Tuesday 23/04/19 – Friday 24/05/19 

Term 6 Monday 03/06/19 – Tuesday 23/07/19 

Inset Days 2018-2019 

Tuesday 04/09/2018 

Wednesday 05/09/2018 

Monday 12/11/2018 

Monday 07/01/2019 

Wednesday 24/07/2019 
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Year 5 and 6 had a visitor to talk about WWII last week and some fun kicking 

off their new topic.  

“Yesterday year 5 

and 6 had a visit 

from Mr Russell. He 

told us the story of 

John Wilding and 

John Andrew. When 

there was a fire in 

the engine of a Hali-

fax bomber, five of 

the crew jumped out 

but Wilding and An-

drew stayed on and 

flew away from Wallingford and crashed it into a field.”      by Hamish Anderson 

Caution 

Please note that stopping or waiting on the white zig zag lines out-

side the school is not allowed. There are no exemptions to this ac-

cording to the police.  Drop off and pick up are becoming hazard-

ous so we may have to contact our local PCSO to come and poten-

tially fine and ticket.  This is all about our children’s safety, not 

your convenience. Also our staff want to do their job of keeping 

children safe without being abused by parents. 

 

Request for volunteer readers 

We welcome parents in to listen to our children read.  If you 

have a free hour or so please do contact us as we always ap-

preciate any help you can offer. 
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Governor day Thursday January 25th  

Drop in to meet the school governors 

over a cup of tea at 3pm - all welcome 

Can you offer our school guinea 

pig a home for the half term 

break?  If you are interested in 

housing Fudge for the week 

please do speak to Mrs Ball. 

Shapes 

Year 1 have been discovering 

the properties of 3D shapes.  
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Maths 

Year 4 have been doing 

multiplication this week 

and learning how to multi-

ply by multiples of 10 and 

100, and how to multiply a 

2 digit number by a 1 digit 

number.  
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Our fantastic new Foundation Stage playground 
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Wallingford Pancake Race 
 

Shrove Tuesday 13th February 2018 

Market Place, Wallingford at 10.00am 
 

Wallingford Pancake Race gives local organisations, businesses and individuals the 
opportunity to have some fun and raise money for charity by obtaining sponsorship. You can raise spon-
sorship for the nominated charities this year (Island Farm Donkey Sanctuary and CLIC Sargent) or for 
your own charity or organisation, or just run the race for fun with no sponsorship! 

Please register before the race if you wish by returning the form at the bottom of the page to: John 
Houston, South Moreton Boxing Club, Hall Farm, South Moreton, OX11 9FD, or register on the day. 
Please arrive at the Market Place by 9:45am to register. 

Other local opportunities which may be of interest ….. 

The children’s races will start at 
10am, and each race is one lap of 
the circuit. The adult race starts at 
10:15am and is for 5 laps. 

This year’s theme is Russia World 
Cup 2018, although any fancy dress 
is welcomed, on the theme, or a 
theme of your own! 

There will be prizes for the winner 
of each race, and best fancy dress. 

Please give your support; this is a 
great tradition in Wallingford that 
helps bring activity and interest to 
the town. 

Adult race winner re-
ceives the legendary 
Golden Frying Pan for one 
year!!! 

If you’d like an entry form 
please contact Emma in 
the office who can send 
you more details. 


