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Dear Parents,
Thank you for your understanding on Monday when we took the decision to close due to the snow and icy conditions both on the roads and on the school site. Our first consideration is always the safety of the children,
parents and staff of St John’s and this was the safest course of action. I am pleased we were able to open again
as normal on Tuesday despite the freezing temperatures, and that the Nativity performances and other end of
term events could all take place this week, which have all been a lot of fun.
The highlight of the week was the Nativity play, ‘Children of the World’. The children in Foundation Stage, Year
1 and Year 2 learnt and spoke their lines really well, knew exactly when to be on stage and sang beautifully.
They also looked very confident and comfortable on stage; we all thoroughly enjoyed the tour of Christmas traditions from around the world. Well done to all of the children and to the staff for directing the performance so
well! The children were clearly inspired by their theatre trip to see ‘The Nutcracker’ at the Cornerstone in Didcot on Friday of last week. They loved the singing and dancing in the show and were a real delight to take out
of school.
Last week also saw a group of St John’s children taking part in the OPEN Dance Festival, performing their Bangra dance alongside children from four other primary schools, and Didcot Girls School. They enjoyed being part
of the event and we were very proud of how well they performed.
We have had lots of other activities and events this week too. Year 5 and 6 visited the cinema, to watch
‘Wonder’ which they have been studying as their class book all term. They loved the film, which they said was
very true to the book, and loved having the cinema to themselves!
Year 5 and 6 have been finishing off their Camerados boxes which looked fantastic and have now been delivered. I know they put a lot of thought into what to include and spent time writing letters to their camerados.
Do look at the photographs and read more about this in this newsletter. A group of Year 5 and 6 pupils also
went out carol singing to Westgate House and to The Dolphin on Wednesday, and received lots of compliments
(and hot chocolate!) from their audiences.
Our kitchen staff, Daisy and Katie, did a fantastic job feeding the whole school and all of the staff for our Christmas lunch yesterday. It was delicious and the whole school was fed within the hour – amazing! We loved all of
the Christmas jumpers and accessories so much we felt it was worthy of a whole school photo. Many thanks for
your donations towards Save the Children for Christmas Jumper Day, we raised £135. Key Stage 1 finished off
the day with their party in the hall and had a lot of fun together.
We have been practising songs for our Christmas Service which will be held at St Mary’s church on Tuesday 19 th
December at 12.30pm. We are very grateful to Reverend Rice for allowing us to use St Mary’s. This is always a
really lovely event and I hope lots of you will be able to join us. Children are to be collected from the church at
1.30pm for the end of term.
Teachers are already busy planning their next term’s topics and topic plans and letters will be coming out to
you shortly, so do look out for those.
Thank you to all of the parents who have helped out with clubs, trips and other activities throughout the term.
We really do appreciate all of your support. I hope you all have a peaceful and restful Christmas.
Kind regards,
Nicky Hughes
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Important dates for your diaries…
Mon 18th Dec - KS1 party afternoon
Tues 19th Dec - 12:30pm Christmas
Concert at St
Mary’s

*End of term 1:30pm Tues19th
December*

Tues 9th Jan - Year 4 start swimming
Year 5&6 waiting for the performance to start
on their theatre trip

Term Dates 2017-2018
Term 3 04/01/18 to 09/02/18,
Term 4 19/02/18 to 29/03/18,

On Tuesday 5th December a group of

Term 5 16/04/18 to 25/05/18,

girls from Years 5&6 went to an OPEN

Term 6 04/06/18 to 20/07/17

dance festival at Cholsey school. Eve,

Remaining Inset Days 2017-2018

Zara, Martha, Darcy and Ruby from Year

Monday 23/07/18,

6 and Scarlett, Rosa and Bethan from
Year 5 were chosen by their dance
teacher Jenny to perform the Bollywood
dance they’d been learning in PE. They
learned this dance due to their topic at
the time, India/oceans. When they got
there they each practised their dance on
the stage with all the other groups. Then
they were sent to separate classes to
prepare. The performance went really
well. The song they danced to was the
Kankad, and they all agreed that the
highlight was the splits lift at the end.
By Bethan, Scarlett and Rosa
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We are so excited and grateful that the young people in years 5 & 6 want to be "Camerados" to those
people coping with loneliness, isolation and tough times this Christmas. Thank you so much for supporting them and thank you to Mrs Beckett and Mrs Colborne too. As the boxes are about to be filled I
just wanted to pop a note out to you to explain it a bit more.
The boxes will be given out in our Public Living Room in Cowley centre, Oxford - a place where people can
go to look out for each other (it's also a cafe) - and we hope it will be more of a conversation than a
handout. Handouts don't make the recipient feel great about themselves and we've found that people's
lives turn around when they have two things: - Camerados and Purpose. (we say that a "camerado" is
halfway between a stranger and a friend - like a stranger who looks out for you, someone you chat to on
the bus etc)
So we hope that the contents of the boxes will give people a bit of purpose - a game, a book etc - and also that they will have a little connection to the creator. We're going to invite the recipients of the boxes
to write back to the school and give some stories and life lessons back to the children. This mutual support is what Camerados is all about, making lonely people with tough times feel valued and connected
rather than a "charity case".
Again we are so grateful to your children and to the
teachers for getting behind the kids and this project.
We know it will make some lonely Christmases much
more bearable.
Many thanks
Maff Potts
Founder, Camerados

St John’s sending love wrapped up to Camerados this
Christmas
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Infant Nativity - Children of the World

Piano News from Kate Gooday

Many Congratulations to Bethan, Joe and Ellie on successfully taking the ABRSM Piano Prep Test. They all worked
very hard and did extremely well; and were lucky enough to perform their exam pieces on a beautiful grand piano.
They all received certificates and very positive reports from the examiner.

Many of the St. John’s pianists will be taking part in a concert at St. Andrew’s Church, East Hagbourne on Sunday
17th December. The concert is part of a Christmas Tree Festival taking place at the church. Pianists will be performing their favourite pieces surrounded by beautifully decorated trees; it is always a very special occasion and the children have worked very hard on the pieces they are performing.
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*Playground development*
We are very excited that the Foundation Stage garden has started to get a make over! The
re-surfacing around the sand pit has been completed and the replacement tarmacking will
take place next week.
This will mean that until the end of term there will be no access into school through the
Foundation playground.
Drop off: We ask that you come into school via the infant playground or main entrance in
to the junior playground and use the FS/Y1 cloakroom door.
Home time for Foundation children: we will open the door from the infant playground so
that you can come in collect the children from the cloakroom door.
Home time for Year 1: We will bring the children up to the hall so please wait near the hall
door in the junior playground.
We are sorry for the inconvenience caused by this, but I am sure you will
agree the children will get so much out of the changes to the playground it is our early Christmas present!
News reports from Years 5 and 6
On Wednesday Year 5 and 6 went carol singing in the Dolphin pub and a nursing home in
Wallingford. We had a warm welcome from the staff. In the Dolphin we sang: Hark the
Herald, Once in Royal David’s City, It was on a starry night, Calypso carol, O come all ye
faithful, In the bleak midwinter. As we sang so beautifully they gave us hot chocolate and
biscuits which was lovely. To make it even better they gave us a donation. As we came into
the nursing home Tori’s mum led us into the lunch hall, the elderly were gathering around
us so then we started singing in harmony. After we sang we weaved amongst the elderly
and got to know them. They gave us squash and biscuits. Then we had to walk back in the
pouring rain which wasn’t very nice but it was worth going to carol singing.
By Rowan W, Tori, Ella, Martha, Chiana, Orla
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Camerados
We made Christmas boxes with Year 6 recently. Camerados is where people make people feel special by
giving them homes, jobs and companionship. For example, they don't give them a home and say "Bye",
they give them something to do. They don't only help homeless people, if somebody is isolated they will
help. Maff Potts came in and gave us a talk about the charity. We were so touched by what he had to say
that we felt we should do something about it so we made Christmas boxes with Christmas cards, decorations, gloves etc... to let them know that they are not alone.
by Herbie, Ben G.
As part of our Camerados project we made glowing Christmas cards. We used tinfoil, a watch battery and
red or yellow LED light to create a circuit. To make the LED light work we had to make a circuit connected
to the battery when you push down a piece of tinfoil on the battery and then the pulse travelled through
the circuit to the light.
By Rohan, Isabel, Isla and Joe
Making Christmas cakes for
our Camerados boxes

Wonder
Over the past 2 terms, Years 5 and 6 have been reading a really exciting but emotional book called
‘Wonder’ by R J Palacio. It is about a boy called August Pullman who had mandibulofacial dysostosis
which is a rare disability. In fact, the actor Jacob Tremblay who played August, spent 2 hours every day
getting his make up done to play the character. The story included the parts of August, Via, Summer, Jack,
Will, Justin and Miranda. We went to watch the film later in the term and everybody enjoyed it (a tear or
two was shed!) This book is recommended for 9+ and the main message is that if you have the option to
be right or be kind, choose kind.
By Ben P, Mahir, Nate and Harry

Enjoying Christmas Lunch!
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Other local opportunities which may be of interest …..

Willowcroft one of our partner schools under OPEN in Didcot is
currently advertising for a TA.
If you know anyone who may be interested in a applying for a
position please see their website for further details,
http://www.willowcroft.org.uk

