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Dear Parents,  

As always, we have had a busy couple of weeks at St John’s.  Last week was our annual visit 
from the four other headteachers in OPEN and an external advisor, to carry out a peer review of 
the school.  Our colleagues looked at our data, our Raising Achievement Plan, children’s books, 
observed lessons, talked to staff and to children and fed back to us all on their findings.  They 
identified lots of strengths including early years provision, teacher’s questioning, teacher’s sub-
ject knowledge, evidence of maths mastery and children’s understanding of ‘Purple Learning’.  
We were also given some specific areas to develop to ensure that teaching in every class and 
every lesson is of a consistently high standard, and have started work on these.  I have included 
this academic year’s Raising Achievement Plan priorities in this newsletter for your information. 

Thank you to you all for your generous contributions to the Christmas Shop – there will be lots of 
gifts for children to buy at the Christmas Craft Fair next Friday, so do send them along with mon-
ey to spend!  We also enjoyed a whole school ‘spot hunt’ for Children in Need.  Thank you to 
Year 6 for hiding the spots!   

As you know, we have been continuing to work on developing our outdoor area and now have 
work planned to improve the Foundation Stage garden.  During December, the paths will be re-
placed by new tarmac, repairing the cracks.  We are also adding playturf to the area around the 
sandpit.  At the start of January, new phonics and number markings will also be added to the 
tarmac to brighten up the garden and provide an outdoor teaching resource. 

As part of road safety week, three members of the RAF Benson road safety team came to 
school to run an assembly for our Key Stage 2 children. They shared a video of animals driving 
and the children had to spot their mistakes.  Do ask them about the rhino, cheetah, dog, chimps 
and peacock’s driving!  The children were also reminded about crossing the road safely.  Many 
thanks to them for giving up their time to come along and share these important messages with 
the children. 

Our other visitor this week has been James Carter, our patron of reading.  James worked with 
every class yesterday, learning and rehearsing poems to be performed next Tuesday at 2.15pm.  
Do come along to our poetry performance if you can – it is sure to be a lot of fun!  James will al-
so be selling some of his books after school, if you would like to buy one. 

We have also started our Christmas theatre trips with Years 3 and 4 visiting the The Watermill 
Theatre in Newbury today to see’ The Borrowers’.  Thank you to the PTFA for subsiding this trip 
so that we could keep the cost down to £10 per child, and thank you too to all of our parents 
who volunteered to accompany the children.  

Don’t forget the PTFA Christmas Craft Fair next Friday, 4.30pm – 6.30pm.  The Christmas Shop 
will be open – everything a £1 and children can also make gifts for between £1.50-£3.00, Father 
Christmas will be there and refreshments available for children and their grown ups!  

Our Christmas service at St Mary’s Church will be at 12.30pm on our last day of term, Tuesday 
19

th
 December, children can be collected from church at 1.30pm. 

Finally, if any parents can spare any time in the week to come into school and hear children 
read, we would be very grateful.  Please email the office or pop in and let us know if you can 
help. 

Kind regards, 

Nicky Hughes 



 
Issue 5 Page 2 

Important dates for your diaries… 

Tues 28th Nov - Year 5 Theatre Trip 

Tues 28th Nov - Poetry Performance 2:15pm 

Fri 1st Dec - Year 6 Theatre Trip 

Fri 8th Dec - FS/KS1 Theatre Trip 

Mon 11th Dec - FS/KS1 Nativity 2pm 

Tues 12th Dec - Year 5/6 Cinema Trip 

Tues 12th Dec - FS/KS1 Nativity 6:30pm 

Thurs 14th Dec - Christmas Dinner 

Mon 18th Dec - KS1 party afternoon 

Tues 19th Dec - 12:30pm Christmas Concert at St  

     Mary’s 

*End of term 1:30pm Tues19th December* 

 

Tues 9th Jan - Year 4 start swimming 

Term Dates 2017-2018 
Term 3 04/01/18 to 09/02/18, Term 4 19/02/18 to 
29/03/18, Term 5 16/04/18 to 25/05/18, Term 6 04/06/18 
to 20/07/17 

Remaining Inset Days 2017-2018 

Monday 23/07/18, Tuesday 24/07/18, Wednesday 

25/07/18 

Years 5 and 6 were lucky enough to have a 
talk by Maff Potts who has set up a charity 
called 'Camerados'.  Maff has worked with 
the homeless and other vulnerable people 
for over 20 years. He recently had a 
'lightbulb moment' (Herbie's phrase) 
about what these vulnerable people really 
needed - friendship! He has set up living 
rooms all over the world with more to 
come where people who have been 
suffering from stigma, bereavement or 
loneliness can get together to help each 
other and develop friendships! 
 
Years 5 and 6 were so touched by what 
Maff told us that we have decided to sup-
port Maff's organisation by creating 
Christmas boxes with items, stories etc... 
which would make the recipient feel cared 
about. Look out for more information...! 
 
by 
Herbie Potts 

Did you know that you can help raise 
money for the PTFA without doing any 
baking, crafting or rattling a single 
bucket?? All you need to do is sign up 
for Easy Fundraising. 
 
So when you're shopping for your 
Black Friday deals tomorrow - simply 
follow the steps below:    

 
1. Head to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stjohnswallingford/ and join for 
free or download the easyfundraising app 
2. Every time you shop online, go to easyfundraising first to find the site you want and 
start shopping . 
3. After you’ve checked out, that retailer will make a donation to St John's for no extra cost 
whatsoever! 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stjohnswallingford/
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Raising Achievement Plan Priorities – 2017- 2018 

  

To ensure excellent outcomes for all pupils through consistently high quality teaching and learning. 

  

English - key actions 

Review whole class reading 

Re-launch reading homework 

Review phonics; undertake further phonics training; increase pace of teaching 

‘Reading for pleasure’ campaign with Patron of Reading and other reading events 

Training on teaching of spelling and punctuation; increased focus on spelling 

Writing feedback groups in upper KS2 

Embed writing learning journeys in all classes 

  

Maths - key actions 

Review timetabling of maths to include extra fluency sessions 

Use homework for basic skills reinforcement 

Develop mastery approach further to include ‘do it, secure it, twist it, deepen it’ structure and ‘scoop 
groups’ for our ‘not there yet’ pupils 

  

Disadvantaged pupils - key actions 

Clear identification of barriers and strategies for each child 

Regular tracking of progress of disadvantaged children 

Data used to compare progress and attainment of disadvantaged and non-disadvantaged 

Monitoring of pupil premium spend for impact 

  

To ensure that our assessment and tracking system is fit for purpose. 

  

Introduce a new system to monitor progress   (Insight) 

Write objectives for Reading, Writing and Maths to support assessment and tracking showing clear pro-
gression of skills and knowledge 

Monitor progress termly 

Use system to identify gaps in learning  

Accurately moderate assessments 

Use system to support information sharing with parents and governors 

  

To ensure that the broader curriculum is exciting and engaging, incorporates the 3-5 year vision and 

covers all aspects of the National Curriculum 

  

Review broader curriculum offer at St John’s 

Ensure curriculum effectively incorporates aspects of vision including communication skills, critical think-
ing, global dimension, mindfulness 
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Building houses 

for teddies 

Creating outlines 

Creating Pudsey Bear for Children in Need 

Having fun at 

Forest School 

Year 6 Science visit to Wallingford School 

 

 

 

Great news! 

Thank you to eve-

ryone who 

helped collect 

money at the 

Wallingford Fire-

works Evening.  

We have been 

given an amazing 

£900 donation to 

the PTFA! 
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Dangerous driving and parking in Trenchard Close 

Please can parents be considerate to local residents and 

look out for everyone’s safety when driving and parking 

around Trenchard Close.  We have had a complaint from a 

local resident about cars driving recklessly and parking inconsiderately. 

 

Please remember that it can be busier this time of year with cold wet weather and it 

is safer to leave your car a short distance away rather than having to drive into the cul 

de sac and then manoeuvre and reverse at busy times when our children are entering 

and leaving the school premises, and leave cars at home if possible. 

Car Park  

PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE watch your toddlers and younger siblings in the car park at 

drop off.  School staff are arriving and leaving school at the same time as your chil-

dren and some children are not being watched in the car park when cars are revers-

ing.  There was another close call this week.  We are endeavouring to keep the gate 

closed between 8.30am and 3pm. 

James Carter has been with us in school this week 

We would like to invite all parents and carers to come to a 

Poetry Performance on Tuesday 28th November at 2:15pm.  

This will be led by our guest poet James Carter and all chil-

dren will be involved.  You will also have an opportunity to 

buy one of his books after school. 
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Other local opportunities which may be of interest ….. 

WEDNESDAY 13TH DECEMBER 

2017, 6.30pm 

Please join Wallingford Town Council in the 
Market Place for a festive evening of Carols 

around the Christmas tree. 
 

FESTIVE EVENING OF CAROLS 
AROUND THE CHRISTMAS TREE 

 


