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Dear Parents,  

 

Thank you all for attending your parent teacher interviews this week; we hope you have found 
them useful.  If you haven’t managed to see your child’s teacher yet, please do get in touch to 
make an appointment to discuss your child’s progress and next steps. 

It was lovely to see so many of you at our Art Week exhibition at the end of last term. The chil-
dren had a fabulous week, producing a wide variety of work on the theme of water and using a 
range of media.  Our exhibition included sea diorama, impressionist style painted panels, clay 
hands and a beautiful sea themed tapestry – to name just a few of the highlights.  Many thanks 
to everyone who came in to help during the week, particularly Flick Whitehead and Helen Hill .  
Thanks too to Sam Nelson for organising the week and to teachers for their creativity.  We now 
have to find space for all of the art – a lovely problem to have!  We also enjoyed a super bhangra 
dance from Year 5 at the open afternoon.   

We have had a busy start to Term 2, with Foundation Stage and Year 1 launching their topics 
with dressing up days – as superheroes in Foundation Stage and as favourite story characters in 
Year 1.  Years 3 and 4 have been reading - and making - The Iron Man and Year 5 and 6 are 
continuing their work on India.   

Classes have been lucky enough to have had some really interesting visitors this term already.   
Maff Potts came in to talk to Year 5 and 6 about homelessness and launch a Christmas project 
to make ‘buddy boxes’; Shreeti Clark came to talk to Year 5 about India and Paul St Pierre from 
the Environment Agency visited Years 3,4,5 and 6 to talk about rivers, flooding, the water cycle, 
wildlife and food chains.  We really appreciate people giving up their time to share their 
knowledge and expertise with the children.  Year 5 and 6 would be grateful for donations of shoe 
boxes so that they can make their buddy boxes. James Carter, our patron of reading, will be in 
school on 28th November and parents are invited to join us for our poetry performance at 
2.15pm that day. 

There has been a sporting fixture already too. Our Football teams had success on Wednesday in 
the Wallingford Partnership tournament, coming first and second in the tournament – a fantastic 
effort, well done!   

Last week we held a piano concert to give all of our pianists the opportunity to showcase their 
talents. Parents joined us and 29 children played the piano and 2 played the violin – quite an im-
pressive number.  We really enjoyed listening to them play and look forward to hearing them 
again in the Spring Term.   Thank you to Kate Gooday for organising the concert.   

The PTFA have also been busy with the Halloween disco and Fireworks collection.   Many 
thanks to all of the PTFA volunteers who helped out at the Disco.  Thanks too to the bucket 
shakers who collected money for us at the Wallingford Fireworks display on Saturday.   

Next Friday, 17
th
 November, is a non-uniform day and the PTFA are asking for donations for their 

Christmas shop.  See more information about the shop in this newsletter.  Friday 17
th
 November 

is also Children in Need day so we wondered if children would like to make their non-uniform 
spotty!  We will play a ‘hunt the spots’ game around school for a small donation to Children in 
Need. 

 

Kind regards, 

Nicky Hughes 
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Important dates for your diaries… 

Mon 13th Nov - Flu immunisations FS - Y4 

Thurs 16th Nov - School Photos 

Fri 17th Nov - Non-school uniform day 

Weds 22nd Nov - Maths Workshop EYFS parents  

                2-3pm and 7-8pm 

Fri 24th Nov - Year 3/4 Theatre Trip 

Tues 28th Nov - Year 5 Theatre Trip 

Tues 28th Nov - Poetry Performance 2:15pm 

Fri 1st Dec - Year 6 Theatre Trip 

Mon 11th Dec - FS/KS1 Nativity 2pm 

Tues 12th Dec - Year 4 start swimming 

Tues 12th Dec - FS/KS1 Nativity 6:30pm 

Thurs 14th Dec - Christmas Dinner 

Mon 18th Dec - KS1 party afternoon 

Tues 19th Dec - Christmas Concert at St Mary’s 

*End of term 1:30pm Tues19th December* 

Term Dates 2017-2018 
Term 3 04/01/18 to 09/02/18, Term 4 19/02/18 to 
29/03/18, Term 5 16/04/18 to 25/05/18, Term 6 04/06/18 
to 20/07/17 

Remaining Inset Days 2017-2018 

Monday 23/07/18, Tuesday 24/07/18, Wednesday 

25/07/18 

Primary School Applications 

Deadline to apply is 15 January 2018 

Applications can now be made online for 

Reception 2018/19 entry. Parents and car-

ers have until 15 January 2018 to apply and 

can do so at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/

primaryadmissions.  

Parents and carers are encouraged to apply 

online – it is quick and secure and there’s no 

chance of a form going missing in the post. 

However, a paper form is available for those 

unable or unwilling to apply online.  

Message from Wallingford Town Council 

We have received notification from Cllr Atkins that OCC plan to repair the foot-
path on the South West corner of the Kinecroft and this will begin on 6th No-
vember. We will be advised if this changes due to the weather or any other 
problems encountered.   
  
The work is planned to take 2 weeks and the footpath will be closed while the improvements are 
carried out.  Signage will be put in place to indicate what is happening and advise alternative 
routes where relevant.   

I.M.P.S. has been nominated as one of the 

charities to benefit from Tesco Bags of Help 

Scheme and we are 

asking for your help. 
 

Whenever you make a purchase from a partici-

pating Tesco store you can use your charity 

token to vote for I.M.P.S. The stores where 

you can vote are Henley, Twyford and Woodley.  

We would like 
to invite all 
parents and 
carers to come 

to a Poetry Performance on Tuesday 
28th November at 2:15pm.  This will 
be led by our guest poet James Carter 
and all children will be involved. 

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/primaryadmissions
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/primaryadmissions
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So you have it in your diaries we are also planning a Christmas 

Jumper Day for Save the Children on Thursday 14th December.  

We are doing it a day early so that it will coincide with our 

school Christmas lunch that day. If you would like to make the 

world better with a sweater then please bring in your donation 

of £1 on that day to help children around the world. 

PTFA Christmas Shop 

Next Friday 17th November is non-uniform day. This year we are going to do some-
thing different for donations. On 1st December, we will be having a Christmas Shop, 
where children will have an opportunity to choose, purchase (for £1) and wrap a 
gift for their parents or guardian to bring home and give them on Christmas Day. It 
will be set up throughout the day and into the early evening whilst the Christmas 
Craft Fair is on, Friday 1st December. 

On non-uniform day we ask that each child brings in a gift/s to donate. We need 
enough gifts on the day, so if your child would like to buy two gifts in the Christmas 
Shop, we ask that they donate accordingly. Gifts need not be expensive or large, 
just new and in the original packaging (no alcohol please!). As a steer, we suggest 
men's/ladies' toiletries, chocolates/sweets, candles, ornaments...etc 

Year 5 and 6 visit the Town Hall, World War I and World War  II Exhibition 

Ollie, an ex-St John’s pupil,exhibiting his 

collection. 
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Art Week 
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Year 5 were lucky enough to have a visit from Shreeti Clark (Rohan's Mum) on 
Wednesday to tell us about her visits to India where some of her family are 
from. Shreeti described what it was like to visit Gujarat, India including the 
food, transport (the Rickshaw sounded like an interesting experience!), music, 
dancing, festivals and general sights. The class enjoyed hearing about her wed-
ding too which was in England, however, mixed the Indi-

an and Scottish cultures (from Rohan's Dad) together well. Some of the children got 
to pretend to wear some of the traditional clothing too. The tiffin tins and tiffin 
whallahs were fascinating to hear about - make sure you ask a Year 5 child about 
them! They sound like a great idea for getting your lunch to work! Huge thanks to 
Shreeti for taking the time to talk to the children and bring in some brilliant arte-
facts for us to hold - it really made our learning about India feel more real. 

On Wednesday afternoon, two teams of Year 5 and 6 boys represented St John's at 
a local football tournament. The sportsmanship and football skills were absolutely 
amazing and the children really enjoyed themselves! Massive congratulations to the 
two teams - one of them came 2nd overall and the other team won the tourna-
ment! What an amazing result and thoroughly deserved! There was a comical 6 
minutes where the two St John's teams played against each other... in the same kit! 
Luckily, the children knew who was on which team but the referee and I didn't do 
too well! Thank you to the parents who came to support the children (and for help-
ing with the coaching too!).  
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Could you help a child to 

read and change their life for-

ever? 

Volunteers needed  

ARCh (Assisted Reading for Children) is a local registered char-

ity which operates in Oxfordshire Primary Schools to help chil-

dren who are struggling with reading. 

All it takes is one and a half hours twice a week during the 

school day as an ARCh volunteer in a primary school near you. 

Full training is given and we provide ongoing support and 

reimburse travel expenses 

To find out more, visit our website www.archoxfordshire.org.uk 

Or telephone us on 01869 320380 

Other local opportunities which may be of interest ….. 

Discover a world of stories this winter at The Story Museum in Oxford.  

Our winter season of events and activities has also just gone on sale, including 
booking for our brand new Christmas Show, Jingle’s Magic Sleigh, suitable for ages 
3+. Full details of Museum exhibitions, opening times and special events can be 
found on our website at www.storymuseum.org.uk  

http://www.archoxfordshire.org.uk
http://www.storymuseum.org.uk/

