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Dear Parents,  

The term is flying by and classes are enjoying their water-based topics!  Foundation Stage and Year 1 are learning 
through a seaside theme, Years 2, 3 and 4 are basing their learning around the Wind in the Willows and features 
of rivers, and Years 5 and 6 are learning about rivers around the world and in particular the River Ganges.  Do 
keep Thursday 19th October from 2pm free to come and see the children’s work from this topic and related art 
from Art Week.     

You will have seen letters and emails from the PTFA over the last couple of weeks informing you of a change of 
committee for this year.  I would like to say a huge thank you to Lucinda Powell and her committee for all of their 
very hard work fundraising for the school over the past three years, and for organising so many enjoyable and 
sociable school events.  They really have been a great team and we are very appreciative of all they have done - 
and the money they have raised.  I would also like to thank  Nicola Meurer and Lucie Peplow for stepping for-
ward to take on the roles of co-chairs for this year.  They have already worked very hard preparing  for our Au-
tumn Fair which takes place tomorrow.  Do make sure you come along to support our water themed event!  
There will be an interactive display from the Environment Agency, as well as lots of stalls and games, a BBQ and a 
cake sale.   The event starts at 11am and there will be performances from the children at 11.30am.  Do bring 
your children along for 11.30am to take part in the singing. 

We have also had some changes on our Governing Body. Ron Harink has stepped down after being our Chair for 
two years.  I would like to thank Ron for all of his hard work and support for St John’s over this time, for his work 
with OPEN and for supporting and challenging us through our post-Ofsted work.   Neil Carberry is taking on the 
role of Chair this year and Sophie Forsyth will be our Vice Chair.  We are also looking for new parent governors.  
If you think you might be interested, please see the information in this newsletter and the attached letter.   

Year 3 and 4 visited the River and Rowing Museum in Henley last week to launch their topic; taking a walk along 
the river and visiting the Wind in the Willows exhibition.  They had a great day out and have gathered inspira-
tion!  Year 2 will also be visiting the River and Rowing Museum on 10th October and Years 5 and 6 have a trip to 
a Hindu temple that week to support their topic. 

We will be electing our new School and Eco Councils on Friday 6th October.  Two children per class in Years 2-6 
will be elected for each council.  Please do talk to your children about whether they would like to stand for elec-
tion and help them to prepare a short speech for their class to deliver next week if they would be interested.  
Further information and job descriptions are attached with this newsletter. 

Clubs have now started running.  There are still quite a few places in some clubs and it would be great to fill 
them up.  Netball on Monday for Year 5/6 needs more members.  There are also still places in Multi Skills for 
Year 1/ 2 on Tuesday, Hockey for Year 3-6 on Thursday and Recorder and Orchestra on Thursday lunchtime.  Do 
encourage your children to join up and try out a club! 

We have re-launched our Reading Journals in all classes this year and are really keen to ensure that children are 
doing lots of reading at home, discussing what they have read with an adult and responding to it in their jour-
nals.  We are running workshops for parents of children in Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 on Monday 16th 
October with information about how to support your child with phonics and reading at home.  For Foundation 
Stage parents we will run the session at 2pm and again at 7pm and for Year 1 and 2 parents we will run it at 3pm 
and again at 7.30pm.  Please do come along and learn how to support your child with phonics and reading at 
home.  We will run a workshop for parents of Key Stage 2 children in Term 2.       

Kind regards,  

Nicky Hughes   
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Important dates for your diaries… 

Sat 30th Sept - Autumn Fair 

Fri 6th Oct - Bag2School 

Tues 10th Oct - Year 2 Trip 

Weds 11th Oct - Y6 IMPS 

Thurs 12th Oct - Y6 Trip 

Fri 13th Oct 9.30am - Harvest Festival 

Fri 13th Oct - Year 6 Pop up café 3pm 

Sat 14th Oct - mini Love your school day 

w/c 16th Oct - Art Week 

Mon 16th Oct - Foundation Stage and Year 1/ 2 

Phonics and Reading workshop for parents: 

2pm and 7pm for Foundation Stage 

3pm and 7.30pm for Year 1/2  

Thurs 19th Oct 2 - 3.30pm - Open Afternoon, Art 

Exhibition 

* End of term Friday 20th October * 

Tues 31st Oct - Year 6 start swimming 

Mon 6th Nov - INSET DAY no school for pupils 

Mon 13th Nov - Flu immunisations FS - Y4 

Thurs 16th Nov - School Photos 

Tues 12th Dec - Year 4 start swimming 

Tues 19th Dec - Christmas Concert at St Mary’s 

Term Dates 2017-2018 
Term 1 06/09/17 to 20/10/17, Term 2 30/10/17 to 
19/12/17, Term 3 04/01/18 to 09/02/18, Term 4 
19/02/18 to 29/03/18, Term 5 16/04/18 to 25/05/18, 
Term 6 04/06/18 to 20/07/17 

Remaining Inset Days 2017-2018 

Monday 06/11/17, Monday 23/07/18, Tuesday 

24/07/18, Wednesday 25/07/18 

Please ensure that long hair is 

tied up at all times.  This is for 

safety reasons.  Also we have 

had some bouts of head lice 

recently so do check your 

child’s hair and treat accord-

ingly. 

 

Thank you. 

Drop off and pick up safety 

A polite reminder that children in 

Key Stage 2 should wait on the 

playground from 8.30am with their 

bags until the bell goes at 8.45am.  

They should not come in to drop 

off their belongings before that 

time as they will not be supervised.   

Please do not allow children to ride 

bikes or scooters across the play-

ground and do stick to the pedes-

trian paths around the car park 

when dropping off and picking up.   

We will endeavour to keep the 

main gate to the car park closed 

during the school day.  

Thank you for your cooperation in 

keeping the children safe.   
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Year 3 and 4 visit the River and Rowing Museum  
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Year 6 taking part in the Wallingford 

School Year 6 PE morning with chil-

dren from other local schools 

The Digital Leaders had their own CPD event 

yesterday. Meeting with other digital leaders 

from our Academy  Trust at Manor School in 

Didcot, they learnt how to program Microbits. 

The simple piece of hardware with an LCD 

display on the front is based on the BBC com-

puters of yesteryear. The children had a fan-

tastic time creating mini robots which per-

formed different functions  
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WHY DO SCHOOLS HAVE GOVERNORS? 
 

The purpose of the governing body of a school or academy is to ‘conduct the school with a view to promot-
ing high standards of educational achievement at the school’ by fulfilling three core functions: 

 

 ensuring clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction 

 holding the headteacher to account for the educational performance of the school and its pupils 

 overseeing the financial performance of the school and making sure its money is well spent 

 

Education law states what governing bodies are required to do and the rules by which they must work. The 
government provides a regularly updated Handbook for School Governors https://www.gov.uk/government/
publications/governors-handbook--3 which provides more detail about this. In summary, governing bodies’ 
key activities are to: 

 

Understand our school 

 Pupil attainment and progress 

 Pupil behaviour, attendance and safety 

 Teaching quality and staff development 

Set our school’s strategic direction 

 Champion our vision, values and ethos 

 Set priorities for school improvement 

 Consider governance structure  

Commission action 

 Agree improvement targets and strategies 

 Agree allocation of resources 

 Agree how to monitor and review progress 

Performance manage our school leaders 

 Appoint our headteachers and support their leadership 

 Hold school leaders to account for progress 

 Ensure financial probity and efficiency 

Check we are fit for purpose 

 Clarify our role and purpose 

 Review constitution and ways of working 

 Make sure members have necessary skills 

If you are interested in becoming 

a governor at St John’s, please 

see the letter sent with this news-

letter. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/governors-handbook--3
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/governors-handbook--3

