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Dear Parents,  

We are fast approaching the end of the school year and, as is always the case in the Summer Term, we have had 
lots going on.  Our next two weeks will be action-packed too, so do keep an eye on the diary dates! 

Last week, Year 3 enjoyed their sleepover in the hall - and particularly enjoyed playing out on the new play equip-
ment until nearly 9pm!  They were all so well behaved and we were really proud of them.  For some children it 
was the first time they had stayed away from home and they were all very brave.   The children also enjoyed the 
breakfast, which they said was ‘epic’!  Many thanks to Mrs Harrison for organising this for the children, and to 
Mrs Burgess and Mrs Plumb who also helped on the night.  Next is the turn of Year 2 who will enjoy a ‘nearly a 
sleepover’ in the last week of term. 

Year 5 went on a trip to Fugro as part of their ‘Born to Dream’ topic on Tuesday morning, and in the afternoon we 
held our first Careers Fair at St John’s for Year 5 and 6.  It was a fantastic afternoon and there was a real buzz in 
the hall.  Children moved around the tables in small groups and interviewed professionals from a range of ca-
reers.  We have had some lovely feedback from our visitors about how engaged, positive and delightful our chil-
dren were - and I have already had conversations with children who have been inspired to think about future ca-
reers.  We had 20 different occupations represented including a police officer, nurse, solicitor, drama teacher, 
professional footballer, social worker, vet, publisher, occupational therapist, as well as RAF careers and compu-
ting careers.  Our huge thanks to everyone who gave up their time to come along and talk to the children, we re-
ally appreciate it, and to Mrs Colbourne for organising the event.  We definitely hope to run it again in the future.    

Today we have had 16 children from Years 1 to 4 attend an OPEN schools Athletics event at Willowcroft School.  
They were very excited going off on the mini-bus this morning.  Thank you to Mr Chandler and Mrs Herron for ac-
companying the children.   

This morning we have also had a visiting theatre company in school, performing Oliver Twist for the whole school.  
The acting was fantastic and the children were gripped throughout.  Year 5 and 6 also enjoyed a workshop follow-
ing the show, which will help them refine their acting skills in readiness for their Oliver performances next week. 

My apologies once again for the postponement of Sports Day this Monday.  I can assure you we very much want-
ed to go ahead, and do know how difficult it is for working parents when things change, however the track was 
very wet and slippy.  We have rescheduled for next Monday morning – and the forecast currently looks good. 

Children will be moving up to their new classes on Wednesday and Thursday next week, giving them a chance to 
get to know their new teachers and be in their new classrooms.  Please drop children off at their new classrooms 
on these days. 

We also have another visit from our patron of reading, James Carter, on Tuesday. James will be visiting all of the 
classes again.  The children also had an assembly about the library service’s summer reading challenge this week, 
so please do encourage them to take part and keep up their reading over the summer.   

On Friday 14th July, we will be having a French themed day, to coincide with Bastille Day.  Children will be doing 
some activities planned by Mrs Shaw and brushing up on their French.  To conclude the day, Year 6 are busy plan-
ning and making products for a French themed Dragon’s Den sale, so do come along to that at the end of the day 
in the playground.  

Don’t forget the PTFA summer picnic on the school field, also next Friday from 4pm – 7pm, and the Open after-
noon on Tuesday 18th July from 2pm, when children will be sharing their learning from the term with you.  We 
hope to see lots of you at both events.  

Have a lovely weekend, 

Nicky Hughes 
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Important dates for your diaries… 

Fri 7th July - Oliver Twist performance 

Fri 7th July - Year 1 Cake Sale 

Mon 10th July - Year 5/6 dress rehearsal 1:30pm 

Tues 11th July - Year 5/6 production 7pm 

Weds 12th July - moving up day 

Thurs 13th July - moving up day 

Thurs 13th July - Year 5/6 production 7pm 

Fri 14th July - Year 6 Dragon’s Den Sale 2:45pm 

Fri 14th July - Summer Picnic 3-7pm 

Tues 18th July - Open classrooms afternoon 2pm 

Thurs 20th July - Year 6 party 

Fri 21st July - leavers’ assembly 12:45pm 

*END OF TERM 1:30pm Friday 21st July* 

Term Dates 2017-2018 
Term 1 06/09/17 to 20/10/17, Term 2 30/10/17 to 
19/12/17, Term 3 04/01/18 to 09/02/18, Term 4 
19/02/18 to 29/03/18, Term 5 16/04/18 to 25/05/18, 
Term 6 04/06/18 to 20/07/17 

Inset Days 2017-2018 

Monday 04/09/2017, Tuesday 05/09/17, Monday 

06/11/17, Monday 23/07/18, Tuesday 24/07/18, 

Wednesday 25/07/18 

Summer Reading Challenge  

 

We were delighted to welcome Lorraine Har-

ris, a Librarian from Oxfordshire Libraries, to 

St. John's this week.  She told the children all 

about the Summer Reading Challenge, which 

takes place every year in the summer holi-

days.  This year's theme is "Animal Agents" 

and Lorraine told us about the ani-

mal characters and how the children can help 

solve mysteries by reading 6 library books 

during the holidays. When the children have 

read 2 books, they can return them at the 

library in exchange for stickers and clues, and 

choose new books to read.  There are lots of 

rewards to collect and it's free to take 

part.  It's a brilliant way to make sure your 

child does lots of reading over the holidays, 

and they can choose any books from Walling-

ford Library's collection.  Do pop along to 

Wallingford Library to sign-up - the challenge 

starts on 15th July.  If you are visiting friends 

or relatives elsewhere in the UK, you can visit 

any other library and choose books from 

there - and these will still be counted in the 

challenge.  For more information, see the 

website: https://

summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/ 

 

  

 

 

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
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Year 2 at the  

Living Rainforest 

Visiting theatre production of Oliver! -

and workshop for Year 5/6 



 
Issue 20 Page 4 

Year 5 Visit Fugro  

Careers Fair 

A group of staff are taking part in the Ox-

ford Race for Life on Sunday.  All sponsor-

ship greatly received. We will provide pho-

tographic evidence after the event! 

https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/

team/sams-team-2  

 

Year 5 were lucky enough to visit Fugro in Wallingford on Tuesday. We 
were blown away by how much work they do there including making wind 
turbines, testing soils for building projects such as large bridges around 
the world, building dams, using very expensive equipment in the sea to 
investigate different aspects of the oceans e.g. currents, temperatures 
etc… and found out about their role within disasters such as the Costa 
Concordia where Fugro helped to right the ship after it capsized.  We had 
a presentation about their role around the world and then had a tour of 
some of the site. A particular highlight was being given a Lego figurine who 
wore a Fugro uniform!  

https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/team/sams-team-2
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/team/sams-team-2
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Careers Fair 
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Public Consultation  
Saturday 8th July 10:00am - 4:00pm, 
The Regal Centre, Wallingford 
 
Come and find out more about the 
current stage of development 
of Wallingford's Neighbourhood plan. 
The plan, once made, will inform all 
planning decisions in Wallingford to 
2032.  SODC's Emerging Local Plan re-
quires Wallingford to find more land 
for housing and employment.  Your 
fellow residents have been working 
hard to assess the options, make sure 
you join in.   
 
If you are not able to come along, 
then you will be able to comment 
online after the event 
at www.wallingford.co.uk/
neighbourhoodplan. 

http://www.wallingford.co.uk/neighbourhoodplan
http://www.wallingford.co.uk/neighbourhoodplan

