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Dear Parents,  

 

Term 5 has got off to a good start – and has been very busy as usual!  We have welcomed two 
new members of staff to St John’s this term: Becky Jones who has joined us as SENCo for the 
Summer Term and Jo Ord who has joined us as our new Forest School Leader.  Both have set-
tled in really quickly and are great additions to the team. 

 

Year 4 have been on their residential trip to Courthill this week.  The children told me they 
showed great teamwork building their dens, enjoyed a walk along the Ridgeway learning about 
badgers and ash trees, went orienteering to find clues, toasted marshmallows and made animal 
art using natural materials -  and they all slept through the night!  Do read more about it in Harry’s 
recount in this newsletter.  Thank you to Mr Chandler for organising the trip and to all of the staff 
who accompanied him over the two days – Mrs Burgess, Miss Miles, Mrs Newland-Smith and Mrs 
Carr.  The children had a great time and received compliments for their behaviour and engage-
ment with outdoor learning, both from our staff and the teacher at the centre.  

 

Our Dance Club took part in the Wallingford Schools Dance Festival on Tuesday.  The children 
spent the afternoon rehearsing with children from other local schools, and performed the dance 
which they had helped to choreograph at the evening performance.  They performed brilliantly to 
a packed hall at Wallingford School and were a real credit to St John’s.  Thank you to Mrs Rudd 
for running the club, choreographing the dance and taking the children to the event.  It was lovely 
to see so many parents coming along to support too. 

 

St John’s rugby team took part in another Rugby Tournament at the Hithercroft last week.    De-
spite the cold conditions and hail shower, the children played really well and scored lots of tries.   
They got into the fourth place play off. Thanks once again to Darren Earl for coaching the children 
and taking them along to the tournament.   

 

Year 6 deserve a special mention this week.  They have been working extremely hard over recent 
weeks in preparation for their SATs test which will take place next week.  We are all very proud of 
how well they have risen to the challenge and tried their very best in all that has been asked of 
them.  They have been true ‘purple learners’!   Ms Beckett and her Year 6 team have prepared 
them really well.  The children will be rewarded for all of their efforts with a special SATs break-
fast in school each day next week.  Good luck Year 6!  We know you will do really well. 

 

Tomorrow morning is the PTFA Love Your School Day.  We have a long list of jobs – outdoor and 
indoor. If you can come along and lend a hand, we would be very grateful, even if it is just for half 
an hour. We will be starting at 9am and finishing with a soup and cake lunch around 12. Please 
bring tool boxes and gardening equipment with you! 

 

Kind regards, 

Nicky Hughes 
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Important dates for your diaries… 

Sat 6th May - Love Your School Day morning 

Wc Mon 8th May - SATs week 

Fri 12th May - Year 3/4 trip 

Mon 15th/Tues 16th May - Year 5 Residential 

Mon 22nd May - FS Vison screening 

Remaining Term Dates 2016-2017 
Term 5 24/04/17 to 26/05/17, Term 6 05/06/17 to 
21/07/17 

Term Dates 2017-2018 
Term 1 06/09/17 to 20/10/17, Term 2 30/10/17 to 
19/12/17, Term 3 04/01/18 to 09/02/18, Term 4 
19/02/18 to 29/03/18, Term 5 16/04/18 to 25/05/18, 
Term 6 04/06/18 to 20/07/17 

 Inset Days 2017-2018 

Monday 04/09/2017, Tuesday 05/09/17, Monday 

06/11/17, Monday 23/07/18, Tuesday 24/07/18, 

Wednesday 25/07/18 

School Lunches 

With the weather warming up 

it is advisable to add an ice 

pack to your child’s packed 

lunch to keep it fresh until 

lunchtime. 

 

 

 

Please can you also remember 

to take lunchboxes home every 

day as we don’t want old food 

left around school which could 

attract unwanted pests like 

ants. 

Children’s Medical Details 

As we head into the summer term with more trips 

and off site visits, please can you ensure that we 

have up to date medical details on record for your 

children. If your child uses an inhaler then we need to know 

and also if they no longer need medication they have had in 

the past we need to know that too. Please let the school office 

have any updates. 

Thank you. 
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Year 4 Residential 

at Court Hill 
 



Year Four Residential 
 
On Tuesday we went to the magical Court Hill  for the Year 4 Residential. 
 
Tuesday 2nd May, 2017 
 
Finally we arrived at the Court Hill Youth Centre for the Year 4  Residential after a 40 minute journey. We 
undid our seatbelts and walked out of the coach. We entered a long corridor where we dumped our large 
bags. Then Mr Chandler led us to a room where we put our smaller bags. After this, a man called Keith 
gave us a tour of the hill. As we admired the lovely view and the beech and sycamore tree filled forest, 
Keith told us how the snails on the trees ate the algae so the trees would not rot. You could see so far 
when you were at the top of the hill. You could even see places like Blenheim Palace and even Wittenham 
Clumps! 
 
After we had our tour, the girls went off to their rooms and the boys were told what group they were in and 
then showed to their rooms. Hooray! I’m with Zachary, Mahir and Joe! We were going to sleep in room 5, 
which is called the Sutchmuner Knot. 
 
After this we made dens (ours went so well!) we got to get straw from the field that really made our den 
stand out.  We also made a path, some signs, a water supply (not a real one) and even a fire (it wasn’t a 
real one ever). 
 
Next we had some lunch. When we finished that, we did art. For art we did a picture of the view. Firstly you 
had to draw the picture then, then you have to paint it with water colours.  It took me ages to at least draw 
it! When I finally painted it I was so tired (to be honest my water colours went a bit messy!).  
 
Then we did PE, which was rounders. Sadly we lost our first game 13-9. But luckily we won the second 13-
7! Result! Then we went and got snack from our bags. After this, we had a play in the open field. We 
played football (obviously) And my team scored the final goal to win it! 
 
Then we played this awesome game called Foxes, Chickens and Snakes which is where there are 3 
groups. Each group gets a certain area in the woods, that only 2 people at a time can stay in to be safe. 
The way it works is that the foxes have to get the chickens and take them back to their bases. The foxes 
have to get the chickens, the chickens have to get the snakes and the snakes get the foxes. The only way 
to get freed from a base is to be tapped by one of your team-mates. The only way to win is to get all the 
team your getting people in your base. Sadly snakes won the first and second. But the chickens won the 
last round!(I was a chicken!) 
Then we made our beds and got our slippers on and read our books for 10 minutes. After that we had din-
ner. The food was so nice. But not as good as the puddings though - they were delicious!  
 
Then we went on a nature walk that was really interesting. We found a dead bird that Keith said was eaten 
by a bird of prey.  When we got back to the Court, we toasted marshmallows on the fire and went to bed. 
 
Wednesday 3rd of May, 2017   
 
We woke up and got dressed and waited for a lovely breakfast. I chose the full English meal, and it was 
scrummy! 
 
Then we did orienteering. We had to work out the code as it was in Viking. Finally we worked it out and 
matched the words together and we were done! 
 
When we finished that we  did another round of Foxes, Chickens and Snakes. This time the foxes won 
which made it 2-1-1 to the snakes. Then we had some lunch and remade our beds and we were of on our 
way back to St Johns Primary! 
 
The most enjoyable moment was probably when we won Foxes, Chickens and Snakes. 
 
It was a great residential and I will always remember how much fun me, Zachary, Mahir and Joe had while 
we were in our beds. 
 
By Harry,Year4  
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Dance Festival 

We are URGENTLY looking to recruit some new regular cycle training volunteers 
this term as two of the current instructors will be stepping down at the end of this 
school year.  Without new volunteers, this valuable introduction to safe cycling on 
the roads will not be able to continue at St John’s in September.  

The training involves participating in the next full course with a group of children 
(no cycling required!) and taking the written test (NOT the road test) at the 
end.   You need to be available for all the dates on the next course: 

 

Thursday, 4th May – 1-2.45pm – Introduction, bike/helmet checks Friday, 
12th May – 9-10.30am – On road training 
Thursday, 18th May – 1-2.45pm – On road training 
Thursday, 25th May – 1-2.45pm – On road training 
Thursday, 8th June – 1-2.45pm – On road training 
Thursday, 15th June – 1-2.45pm – Written test and final practice 
Thursday, 22nd June – 1-2.45pm – Road Test with Exam-
iner from OCC 
 

If you are interested in being involved, please let us 
know.  Contact: Sue Dunne – suedunne@ntlworld.com 

Wallingford Schools Dance Festival 

Tag Rugby Tournament  
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Roller Disco – next Friday 12 May 5.30 – 7.00pm Wallingford School 
Sports Hall 
If your children (and maybe you?!) love to skate but don’t have any-
where to practise, why not get your skates on and come along to Wall-
ingford School Sports Hall next Friday from 5.30pm.  £4 per person 
(unfortunately credit cards aren’t accepted).  All ages 
and abilities welcome – parents do not have to 
skate! .  Skates not provided so please bring your 
own.  We recommend you wear protective gear for 
skating.  Hope to see you there. 

Other local events that may be of interest…. 



Other local events that may be of interest…. 


