
St John’s Primary School 

Wallingford 

Newsletter 

April 2017 

Issue  15 

7.4.17 

Dear Parents,  

Thank you for all of your support throughout another busy term at St John’s.  It has been so 

lovely to end with such a sunny week, and to finally feel like Spring is here! 

As you know, our final week of the term has been a ’Book Week’ with lots of reading related ac-

tivities taking place.  Our new Patron of Reading, the poet and author James Carter,  was intro-

duced to the school on Tuesday.  James worked with all classes, running poetry workshops with 

them and also thoroughly entertained the children with his poetry readings.  We were really im-

pressed by the poems the children wrote, and hope to publish them in the near future so do 

look out for those.  James will be visiting us again over the coming year -  to run a performance 

poetry day and also a non-fiction writing workshop.  We are really pleased to have him working 

with us.  We also enjoyed visits from Ali from the Wallingford Bookshop, sharing her enthusiasm 

for books, and from parents who came  in to read to classes.  Most classes visited the Walling-

ford Library and they all took part in a book swap today, so should have come home with a new 

book.  Thank you for your support in making Book Week such a lovely end to the term. 

The other highlight of our week was undoubtedly the Year 3 and 4 performance of ‘A Midsum-

mer’s Night Dream. ’  The play was performed with such confidence and the children’s enjoy-

ment at being on the stage was a joy to see.  Our actors command of Shakespearean language 

was quite impressive, as was their stage presence and comic timing.  All topped off by some 

great solos and fantastic dancing and singing! It was thoroughly entertaining and of a very high 

standard.  Congratulations to Year 3 and 4 - and to Mr Chandler and Mrs Harrison for such a su-

per show.   

We have said our farewells to Charlotte Miles, our SENCo, today.  She has been a very important 

part of our team at St John’s for over 10 year s and we will miss her greatly.  She has been such a 

support to the children, parents and staff here and we are very grateful for all she has done. We 

wish her well for the future and hope she will stay in touch and continue to be a friend of St 

John’s. 

I hope you all have a lovely, restful and sunny Easter holiday.  We look forward to seeing you all 

again on Monday 24th April. 

Kind regards, 

Nicky Hughes 
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Important dates for your diaries… 

Mon 1st May - Bank Holiday, no school 

Tues 2nd/Weds 3rd May - Year 4 Residential 

Sat 6th May - Love Your School Day morning 

w/c Mon 8th May - SATs week 

Mon 15th/Tues 16th May - Year 5 Residential 

Remaining Term Dates 2016-2017 
Term 5 24/04/17 to 26/05/17, Term 6 05/06/17 to 
21/07/17 

Term Dates 2017-2018 
Term 1 06/09/17 to 20/10/17, Term 2 30/10/17 to 
19/12/17, Term 3 04/01/18 to 09/02/18, Term 4 
19/02/18 to 29/03/18, Term 5 16/04/18 to 25/05/18, 
Term 6 04/06/18 to 20/07/17 

 Inset Days 2017-2018 

Monday 04/09/2017, Tuesday 05/09/17, Monday 

06/11/17, Monday 23/07/18, Tuesday 24/07/18, 

Wednesday 25/07/18 

Tag Rugby Tournament at Willowcroft School 

The Year 5/6 children did so well and it was commented on that their team work and atti-
tude was the best of the day by the coach running the tournament. They also only missed 

top spot by 2 tries. Well done team!! 

School Gates 

Locks will be being fitted to the new 

gates during the holidays.  We will 

give you more information about 

how they will work after the holiday, 

but they will be locked during the 

school day, with an intercom system 

to allow access to school.  

The school grounds will be closed 

again by 3:30pm every day after 

Easter to allow JACs to be outside 

safely.   

A polite reminder that the adven-

ture playground is out of bounds at 

the end of the school day.  This is for 

safety reasons.   

Thank you. 
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Year 5/6 Space 

Museum Trip 
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Year 5/6 Space 

Museum Trip 
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Year 5 Science - modelling  

orbits of Earth, Sun and Moon 

Mr Chandler being a good 

sport for Comic Relief 

The Irish Dancing Club, 

which is run by Year 5,   

performing in  

assembly this week 
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Congratulations to Years 3 & 4 for their bril-
liant performance. Wow. It was a master-
class in how to put on Shakespeare in the 
Primary school and make it fun, entertain-
ing and really come to life. Terrific individu-
al and ensemble performances. The Bard 
himself would have been delighted! 
 
  James Carter, our Patron of Reading  

 

Year 3/4 Shakespeare 
Performance 
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I wanted to let you know just how much I 
LOVED your production of A Midsummer-
Night's Dream. It was absolutely brilliant!  
 
I've never seen acting of such a high standard at 
your age before. All of you were delivering a consid-
erable amount of Shakespeare's original dialogue 
with confidence, understanding and feeling.  
 
Your obvious enjoyment made the play a delight to 
watch and I was grinning throughout. I've also spo-
ken to other parents who also enjoyed it just as 
much.       A parent 

 

Year 3/4 Shakespeare 
Performance 
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School Book Week 

Year 1 using facial expression 

to respond to poems read by 

James Carter 

James Carter our Patron of  Reading per-

forming in our Key Stage 2 Assembly 

Year 5 book swap - and with their library 

books on the Kinecroft 


