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Dear Parents,
Many of you will know that unfortunately St John’s has been struck with a very nasty sickness bug over
the last fortnight. We have been extra vigilant with our cleaning and talked to all of the children about
regular and thorough hand washing; please do reinforce this at home. Thank you for observing the 48
hour rule about children returning to school; thankfully most children are back in school and healthy
again now. Despite this, we have tried to maintain business as usual, and have still had many exciting
learning activities taking place.
On Wednesday Year 4 visited the Earth Trust as part of their topic on rivers and mountains. Whilst
there, they learnt about the water cycle and the physical geography of the area. Year 3’s visit was postponed to next week when they will have the same experience. Year 1 have also been to Long Wittenham this week to plant a tree each as part of the Sylva Foundation project. Education Manager, Jen
Hurst, came to talk to the children last week about trees and tree planting, and this week they visited
and planted their trees which will become part of the ‘Future Forest’. They also labelled their tree with
their name on a wooden disc, so that they can visit with their families and find their tree. We look forward to continuing involvement with the project.
We have had a week of learning how to keep ourselves safe. Year 6 went to the hospital at Henley as
part of the IMPS programme for schools, to learn more about First Aid and emergency response. This is
a fantastic programme and the children always learn a great deal from it. All of Key Stage 2 were also
given Fire Safety talks this week from the Education Officer at the Fire Service.
On the theme of safety, we have booked Matt Lovegrove from Engage E-Safety to come and run an
Internet Safety workshop for parents and children in Years 4 – 6, from 6 – 7.15pm on Thursday 9th
February. The session is for parents and children to attend together, it comes highly recommended and
is an incredibly important area of learning. Please do make an effort to come along.
Year 6 took part in the Sportshall Athletics tournament at Wallingford School last Friday, coming fifth
overall. They really enjoyed the experience and thank you to Ms Beckett for accompanying the team to
the event.
We have been educating parents too this week! Mrs Ball ran two sessions for Foundation Stage parents
on how Maths is taught in the Foundation Stage; we had around 15 parents attending over the two sessions which was great. Ms Beckett also came to give an overview of ‘Maths Mastery’, a new approach
to teaching Maths which we have adopted throughout the school. We will be running another Maths
workshop for parents of children in Years 1-6 in Term 4, date to be confirmed. Please do see Mrs Ball
for the handout if you missed the session.
Our Science Week will be held in the week after half term and we are still looking for parents with Science related jobs or hobbies to come in, talk to or work with some children. Please get in touch if you
can help.
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Many of you will be aware of the proposal for a new housing development in the Winterbrook area
of Wallingford and will have heard that this may have implications for St John’s. Clearly any expansion or relocation of the school would be a long way in the future, however this issue is currently
being discussed at our governing body meetings. As an academy, decisions about the future of the
school lie solely with the governing body of St John’s. We want to reassure parents that we are engaging with the consultation process and that the best interests of the children will guide all decisions. Throughout the process, and when we have more information, the governors will keep you
updated.
Our Open Afternoon is next Wednesday, from 2pm, do come along to find out more about what
your children have been learning this term.
Finally, the parent teacher interview letter, for interviews being held in the second week after half
term, is also coming home today. We hope everyone will make an appointment to see their child’s
teacher to find out how they are progressing this year.
Have a lovely weekend.
Kind regards,
Nicky Hughes

Year 1 at the Sylva
Foundation - planting
the ‘Future Forest’
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Year 4 learning about rivers and the physical geography of the area at the Earth Trust
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fortnight is…..
Understanding
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Important dates for your diaries…
Fri 3rd Feb - Year 4 pop-up café 3pm
Wed 8th Feb - Open Afternoon for parents - 2pm
Thurs 9th Feb - KS2 Staying Safe Online 6-7:15pm

Wc 13th Feb - HALF TERM HOLIDAY
Mon 20th Feb - INSET DAY - no school for pupils
Week beginning 20th February - Life Bus in school

Free School Meals

Week beginning 20th February - Science Week

Please remember
to speak to someone in the office if
you think you are
entitled to free school meals as this
will increase the funding the school
gets for your child. (see letter recently
sent home to all children).

Week beginning 27th February - Parent Teacher

Please remember to inform the
school if your eligibility for free school
meals changes. It is your legal right
to do so.

Interviews
Tues 28th Feb - PTFA meeting 7pm
Tues 7th March - Year 6 Junior Citizen
Sat 11th March - 10-12 - Forest School Open Morning
Week beginning 27th March - Year 3/ 4 Production
Remaining Term Dates 2016-2017
Term 3 04/01/17 to 10/02/17, Term 4 21/02/17 to
07/04/17, Term 5 24/04/17 to 26/05/17, Term 6
05/06/17 to 21/07/17
Remaining Inset Days 2016-2017
Monday 20/02/2017

IMPS training in Henley this week
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Vacancy for a lunchtime supervisor position
We are looking for someone to join our team of
lunchtime staff, supervising the children eating in
the hall and playing outside.
Hours are 12-1pm up to 5
days per week. If you are interested please pop into
the office or give us a ring.

Parent Teacher Interviews
These will be taking place week commencing 27th February. Please return your preference for sessions as soon as possible (letter coming home shortly), and by
Friday 10th February please so we can plan appointments for families as
we did in the autumn.

Oxfordshire County Music Service
After the success of our one-day workshops last year, we will again be running string, keyboard,
and wind and brass workshops during the daytime in the week of 22 May 2017.

The planned dates are:
Monday 22 May, 1pm - 6pm: Beginner Strings workshop (beginner to grade 2)
Tuesday 23 May, 1pm - 6pm: (provisional date) Keyboard workshop
Thursday 25 May, 1pm - 6pm: Intermediate Strings workshop
(grade 3 - 6)
Friday 26 May, 1pm - 6pm: Wind, brass and percussion workshop (grade 2 - 5)
There will also be a Guitar Workshop on the afternoon of Saturday 20 May.
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Other things happening locally which may be of interest to parents
The Iris Festival of Ancient and Modern Science - Tues 7th Feb
This event is a celebration of ancient and modern science, and parts of the school will be
themed on different areas of scientific learning; a very wide range of organisations will
be offering activities, stalls and events which explore ancient and modern connections.
All ages are welcome to attend - there will be activities, performances, stalls and events
suitable for every age range. There will also be outdoor bird demonstrations with the
Oxford University Department of Zoology, and stargazing with Professor Allan Chapman.
The Festival will be opened by Professor Robert Winston, and from 3 - 5.45pm there will be activities,
demonstrations, stalls and exhibitions, and a walk-through Pompeii exhibition (with erupting model of
Vesuvius!) in the Library. There will also be
re-enactments, music and drama performances.
We are also hosting the following talks from
authors and experts:
 3 - 3.30pm - Professor Robert Winston
opens the festival, plus Q&A
 3.45 - 4.15pm - Kyle Grant: "Growing
Plants on Mars"
 4.30 - 5pm - Ben Kane: "Archimedes and
Ancient Weaponry"
 5.15 - 5.45pm - Professor Helen King:
"What’s wrong with me? Symptoms and labels in Hippocratic medicine"
6 - 6.45pm - Professor Anthony Grayling: "The Science of the Presocratic Philosophers"
A full brochure of stalls, activities, performances and talks can be downloaded from the webpage for the
festival at http://eoccc.org.uk/the-iris-festival-of-ancient-and-modern-science

BARN DANCE, SATURDAY 25TH FEB, 6.30PM TO 10.30PM THE GREAT HALL, CHOLSEY
MEADOWS, OX10 9FF Roll up, roll up for a night of fun. Sustainable Wallingford is holding a barn dance
on Saturday 25th February in the Great Hall at Cholsey Meadows, featuring popular local band, Traction,
with their caller, Pete North. Don’t worry if you don’t know your Canadian barn dance from your Dashing
White Sergeant, the caller will keep you right. Come as a family, come with
friends, make up a group - the more the merrier. There will be an interval to
catch your breath and eat the supper provided using food from the South Oxfordshire Food Education Alliance (S.O.F.E.A.). Local beers will be available as will
fair trade wines and soft drinks. Start time is 6.30pm so bring the young ‘uns and
take ‘em home when they are tired. Tickets, which are very good value as they
include supper, cost £12 for adults, £8 for under 16s, students and over 65s. Family ticket (2 adults + 2 kids under 16) cost £35. Under 5s go free. They are available from Just Trading in
Wallingford, R.G. Park, butcher in Cholsey, the Village Stores in Brightwell-cum-Sotwell or by calling 01491
201229. Leave your name, address and how many of each ticket you want. You can collect them on the
door. Tickets can also be bought on the door.
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Other things happening locally which may be of interest to parents

Full Circle Sports October Holiday Sports & Activity
Camps
Age 8 upwards
Time: 9.30am to 3pm (extra time available - charges apply)
Wallingford School:
Tuesday 14th February - Focus on...Football and Focus on...
Netball
Wednesday 15th February - Focus on...Climbing
th
Thursday 16 February - Focus on... Dance
Ladygrove Park School, Didcot :
Wednesday 15th February – Focus on ... Football and Focus on ... Netball
MultiSport Camp - Age 4 to 13 years
Activities include: Trampolining, Climbing Wall, MultiSports, Lacrosse, Hockey, Football, Basketball, Cricket, Rounders, Tennis, Badminton, Tag Rugby, Dance, Arts & Crafts and much
more!
Tuesday 14th February to Thursday 16th February
Time: 9.30 to 4.30pm (extra time of 8.30am to 5.30pm available - charges apply)
Cost: £32 per day, book all 3 MultiSport Camp days for £90.(sibling discounts available).
Venue: Wallingford School Leisure Centre (OX10 8HH)
We are OFSTED registered and accept Childcare Vouchers.
For more details or to reserve your places Email - sam@fullcirclesports.co.uk
Call - 07751 231 090
Details and booking form also available at: www.fullcirclesports.co.uk
www.fullcirclesports.co.uk
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Other things happening locally which may be of interest to parents

Style Acre
On Friday 24th February Wallingford Town Mayor, Ros Lester, will be hosting a Race Night in aid of Style Acre at the George Hotel, Wallingford, 711pm. Join us for a night at the races, place a tote or buy a horse for a
chance to win cash prizes at the same time as raising vital funds for Style
Acre! Ros and Ken hold Race Nights regularly in the town and it’s always
a really popular evening. Tickets are £10 and this includes nibbles on the
night.
For more in formation please see the website:
http://styleacre.org.uk/wallingford-race-night-friday-24th-february-2017

Craft Activities at No Two Things Didcot for half term
This half term we have taken 'history' as our theme given that St
Birinus School and Didcot Railway Centre have special anniversaries
this year. Congratulations to both those establishments :)
Details of all the activities can be found at www.notwothings.co.uk

