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Dear Parents,
Thank you to all of you who managed to come along to our Open Afternoon on Wednesday; it was lovely to see
so many of you here. I know the children really love being able to share what they have been learning with
you. Year 2 put on their Circus Show which was a great hit with parents and families, Year 1 children followed
instructions to make animal masks, Year 5 and 6 shared their Antarctic artwork and Year 3 and 4 were busy
making their pop-up books and finishing their writing all about mountains. We had some lovely comments
from parents in our class books.
I was also really pleased to see a good turnout at our Internet Safety event last night. I know those who came
along with their children found it really informative, and went away with some tips on how to ensure safe Internet usage. For those who were unable to come, we will send out the information sheet and also book another
session for the Summer Term. Do look on the Engage E-safety website for more information and tips on staying
safe online (www.engageesafety.com).
We took part in two more sporting events this week; a Year 5/6 Cross Country competition and a Year 3/4
Mixed Football tournament at Wallingford. Both were in rather cold conditions but the children did really well!
Thanks to teachers and parents who transported and accompanied the children to these events.
Our first week back after the half term holiday will be a Science Week; Mrs Rudd and Mrs Colbourne have organised lots of exciting activities to enthuse the children about Science. We will also have the Life Bus in school
that week, addressing aspects of Science and the PHSE curriculum. There is a Parents and Carers session on the
Life Bus on Wednesday 22nd February at 9am - 9.20am, so please do come along after drop off if you can. To
help them with their Science investigation that week, Year 6 are asking for donations of corks and 2 litre plastic
bottles. Please save them over the half term and drop them off in school. Many thanks.
We have been really grateful to our parent volunteers who have been running the Cycling Proficiency training
for Year 6 over recent years and are looking for some new volunteers who may be able to give up an afternoon
a week to help run the course. You do not need to have had previous experience. Please get in touch if you
would be willing to help.
Our next parent information session will be on Maths Mastery and will take place on Monday 6th March at
7.15pm. We have changed our approach to teaching Maths over the last year and would really appreciate the
chance to share this with you and give you some tips on how to support your child at home. Please put the
date in your diary.
Thank you to everyone for returning their Parent Teacher Interview forms, we look forward to discussing your
child’s progress with you during the week beginning 27th February.
Have a lovely, restful half term.
Nicky Hughes
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Important dates for your diaries…
Wc 13th Feb - HALF TERM HOLIDAY
Mon 20th Feb - INSET DAY - no school for pupils
Week beginning 20th February - Life Bus in school
Week beginning 20th February - Science Week
Week beginning 27th February - Parent Teacher
Interviews

Reminder

Tues 28th Feb - PTFA meeting 7pm

The last week of swimming for Year 4
will be on the first day back to school
on Tues 21st February- please remember to bring your PJs or long sleeve tshirt and leggings for the session no
onesies.

Monday 6th March - 7.15pm, Maths Information session for parents

Year 3 will start their swimming sessions on Tuesday 28th February.

Tues 7th March - Year 6 Junior Citizen
Week beginning 3rd April - Year 3/ 4 Production
Remaining Term Dates 2016-2017
Term 4 21/02/17 to 07/04/17, Term 5 24/04/17 to
26/05/17, Term 6 05/06/17 to 21/07/17
Term Dates 2017-2018
Term 1 06/09/17 to 20/10/17, Term 2 30/10/17 to
19/12/17, Term 3 04/01/18 to 09/02/18, Term 4
19/02/18 to 29/03/18, Term 5 16/04/18 to 25/05/18,
Term 6 04/06/18 to 20/07/17
Inset Days 2017-2018
Monday 04/09/2017, Tuesday 05/09/17, Monday
06/11/17, Monday 23/07/18, Tuesday 24/07/18,

New gates
We will shortly be starting a project to replace the gates between the car park
and the playground. The new gates will be similar to the gates to the Foundation Stage garden.
The pedestrian gate will be open from 8.30am in the morning and from just before 3pm in the afternoon. Outside of those hours anyone visiting school will
need to contact the office via an intercom and the office will open the gate.
Safeguarding children is our highest priority and the new gates will enable us to
be more vigilant about who is entering our school grounds.
Please be assured that parents, carers, volunteers and other visitors will continue to be welcome at St John’s as usual.
We will update you as soon as we get a date for the work to be done and let
you know of any revised entrance arrangement whilst it takes place.
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Maths Mastery Information Session for parents
Monday 6th March at 7.15pm
Please come along to find out more about how we are teaching
maths using the mastery approach, and how to help your child
at home.

Parent Teacher Interviews
These will be taking place week commencing 27th February. If you have missed the
deadline of today for returning your preference for sessions please do
still let us know so that we can allocate you an appointment.
Many thanks, The Office

Forest School Open Morning has been postponed from
Saturday 11th March until the Summer Term - look out for a
new date coming soon!

We are currently collecting the Sainsbury’s Active Kids vouchers.
Please place any vouchers you have
in the collection box by the office.

New school menu starts
in Term 4
The menu is on the website
and on Parentpay.
Do have a look!

Year 3 visit the Earth Trust

Year 3 and 4 Footballers

Quotes from parents who attended our Open Afternoon:

‘What a super afternoon…...it is lovely to see the work you have all been working on!’ (Year 5)
‘Well organised open afternoon. Enjoyed following instructions to make a mask!’ (Year 1)
‘Lovely afternoon! My child has really enjoyed this topic and has been coming home with lots of facts
for us.’ (Year 5)
‘Brilliant work all of you. I enjoyed following the instructions to make a polar bear mask. And you’re
all so kind to each other which is wonderful to see. Well done.’ (Year 1)
‘Great afternoon, it was really lovely to see some creative masterpieces taking place.’ (Year 5)
‘What a lovely show. Really great to see creative freedom and the children having such fun!’ (Year 2)
‘I was really impressed by the range of things the kids learn. There was some lovely work. It looks like
they’re having fun while learning.’ (Year 1)
‘Great show!! The kids looked like they had put in a lot of hard work and enjoyed themselves.’ (Year 2)
‘Thank you for enabling us to join in with the childrens’ activities this afternoon!’ (Year 1)
‘I felt transported to the Circus - wonderful. Everyone was very entertaining!’ (Year 2)
‘I loved the show, especially as it was so driven by the children and what they had learnt from the
workshop’ (Year 2)
‘Fantastic artwork, lovely to see the work in the Shine Books too.’ (Year 5)

Year 3 children taking part in a Guernsey
Music Workshop on Burns Day!

