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Dear parents, 

The term seems to be racing by very quickly.  However, as usual classes have been busy and 

there has been lots of exciting learning taking place. 

Last Tuesday, Key Stage 1 took part in a Circus Skills workshop, which they all loved.  It was of 

particular interest to Year 2, whose topic is the Circus.  They are now inspired and are rehears-

ing to become Circus performers themselves in their show for parents which will be in the last 

week of term.   

It was Year 4’s turn to visit Wallingford School and use the climbing wall last Friday, giving 

them the opportunity to imagine what it is like to be a mountain climber.  They also had a 

workout on the rowing machines.  Thank you to the parents who came along to help.  The chil-

dren had a super time, and it was a great launch to their learning about mountains and rivers.  

Next week we will be taking a group of Year 5 and 6 children to Wallingford School to take part 

in the Sportshall Athletics tournament - more news of that in the next newsletter. 

On Monday of this week, a group of Key Stage 1 children represented St John’s at the OPEN 

Dance Festival at Cholsey School.  They performed one of their dances from their nativity play 

and were the youngest dance group in the festival.  The children performed really well and 

were so confident on stage in front of a crowd of parents and teachers.  We were really proud 

of them!  Thank you to Mrs Rudd who took the children and helped them to rehearse their 

dance. 

 We were joined in school today by our governors.  Each year, governors spend a day in school 

carrying out a range of monitoring activities, visiting lessons, meeting with key members of 

staff, talking to the children - and having a school lunch!  Thank you to them all for giving up a 

day to work with us - it is really valuable to have their feedback and we enjoy having them in 

school.    

This year the governors also experienced ‘maths mastery’ lessons.  We will be organising a 

parent information session about the way we are teaching maths across the school very soon, 

so do look out for that.  Foundation Stage parents are invited to come and learn about maths in 

the Foundation Stage on 30th January, either at 2pm or 7pm.  If you have a child in Foundation 

Stage, please do put the date in your diary.   

Another important date for your diary is a workshop for parents and children in Key Stage 2 on 

Staying Safe Online.  This will be on Thursday 9th February, 6pm-7.15pm, and is for parents to 

come along to with their children.  I have booked ‘Engage E-Safety’ to run this for us.  I do hope 

to see lots of your there to learn more about staying safe online.  

A reminder too that we are looking for scientists, and anyone who uses science in their job,  to 

come and visit/ talk to children during our Science Week - please let us know if you can help.  

Kind regards, 

Nicky Hughes  
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Important dates for your diaries… 

Fri 27th Jan - PTFA film night 6-8pm 

Mon 30th Jan - Foundation Stage Maths Information 
Session for parents - at 2pm and at 7pm 

Tues 31st Jan - Year 3/4 Trip  

Weds 1st Feb - Year 3/4 Trip  

Weds 1st Feb - Year 6 IMPS trip 

Fri 3rd Feb - Year 4 pop-up café 3pm 

Week beginning 6th February - Science Week 

Wed 8th February - Open Afternoon for parents - 2pm 

Wc 13th Feb - HALF TERM HOLIDAY 

Mon 20th Feb - INSET DAY - no school for pupils 

Week beginning 20th February - Life Bus in school 

Week beginning 27th February - Parent Teacher  

Interviews 

Tues 28th Feb - PTFA meeting 7pm 

Tues 7th March - Year 6 Junior Citizen 

Sat 11th March - 10-12 - Forest School Open  

Morning 

Week beginning 27th March - Year 3/ 4 Production 

Remaining Term Dates 2016-2017 
Term 3 04/01/17 to 10/02/17, Term 4 21/02/17 to 
07/04/17, Term 5 24/04/17 to 26/05/17, Term 6 
05/06/17 to 21/07/17 

Remaining Inset Days 2016-2017 

Monday 20/02/2017 

Our value of the  

fortnight is….. 

 

               Quality 

Free School Meals 

Please remember 

to speak to some-

one in the office if 

you think you are 

entitled to free school meals as this 

will increase the funding the school 

gets for your child. (see letter recently 

sent home to all children). 

Please remember to inform the 

school if your eligibility for free school 

meals changes.  It is your legal right 

to do so. 

New Year Swimming 

To confirm, Year 4 are swimming  

this term from 17th January until  

Tuesday 21st February 

The new menu for Spring/Summer 2017 is now available on our school website.  

Please remember to visit the site too for copies of the newsletter, class letters, 

recent school photos and wider information about our school. 

http://stjohnswallingford.org.uk/ 
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Infective conjunctivitis typically involves red or pink eyes that may be sticky or 

watery and can cause irritation, although the condition is usually pain free. Most 

cases clear up in a few days without any treatment.  

You DON’T need to: • See a GP or practice nurse • Use antibiotics • Keep them 

away from school (unless they are feeling particularly unwell)  

You DO need to: • Bathe any sticky or crusty coating on eyelids or eyelashes with water and cotton 

wool • Keep their eyes uncovered • Discourage them from touching their eyes • Encourage them to 

wash their hands with soap and warm water regularly throughout the day • Make sure they use their 

own towels and pillows • Buy lubricant eye drops over the counter from a pharmacist in severe cases  

Reminder to parents 

Please do not linger in the car park at drop off and pick up 

times as there is much movement of vehicles with staff arriv-

ing and leaving at these times and we want to keep small chil-

dren both in and out of buggies safe. Please remember to use 

the yellow lined areas for leaving the premises. 

 

Vacancy for a lunchtime supervisor position 

We are looking for someone to join our team of 
lunchtime staff, supervising the children eating in 
the hall and playing outside. 
 
Hours are 12-1pm up to 5 
days per week. If you are in-
terested please pop into  

             the office or give us a ring. 
 



OPEN dance festival 
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Year 5 deciding which five things  

they would take on an Antarctic 

Expedition 

Winter Clothing  

Please make sure that children come to 

school with sufficient warm clothing in this 

weather, including a coat, as they will 

often be outside for parts of the day. 

If they wish to wear outdoor boots to 

come to school, can they please bring their 

school shoes to change into when they get 

here. Our uniform policy does state that 

children need black or dark school shoes in 

school. 

Many thanks.  

Dogs 

 

Please note that dogs are not 

allowed on the premises un-

less this has been by prior 

arrangement with the class 

teacher/ school.   

 

 

Thank you.  
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The Iris Festival of Ancient and Modern Science 
 

This event is a celebration of ancient and modern science, and parts of the school will be 
themed on different areas of scientific learning; a very wide range of organisations will 
be offering activities, stalls and events which explore ancient and modern connections.  
All ages are welcome to attend - there will be activities, performances, stalls and events 
suitable for every age range. There will also be outdoor bird demonstrations with the 

Oxford University Department of Zoology, and stargazing with Professor Allan Chapman. 
The Festival will be opened by Professor Robert Winston, and from 3 - 5.45pm there will be activities, 
demonstrations, stalls and exhibitions, and a walk-through Pompeii exhibition (with erupting model of 
Vesuvius!) in the Library. There will also be 
re-enactments, music and drama perfor-
mances. 
We are also hosting the following talks from 
authors and experts: 
 3 - 3.30pm - Professor Robert Winston 
opens the festival, plus Q&A 

 3.45 - 4.15pm - Kyle Grant: "Growing 
Plants on Mars" 

 4.30 - 5pm - Ben Kane: "Archimedes and 
Ancient Weaponry" 

 5.15 - 5.45pm - Professor Helen King: 
"What’s wrong with me? Symptoms and la-
bels in Hippocratic medicine" 

6 - 6.45pm - Professor Anthony Grayling: "The Science of the Presocratic Philosophers" 

A full brochure of stalls, activities, performances and talks can be downloaded from the webpage for the 
festival at http://eoccc.org.uk/the-iris-festival-of-ancient-and-modern-science 

BARN DANCE, SATURDAY 25TH FEB, 6.30PM TO 10.30PM THE GREAT HALL, CHOLSEY 

MEADOWS, OX10 9FF Roll up, roll up for a night of fun. Sustainable Wallingford is holding a barn 

dance on Saturday 25th February in the Great Hall at Cholsey Meadows, featuring popular local band, 

Traction, with their caller, Pete North. Don’t worry if you don’t know your Canadian barn dance from 

your Dashing White Sergeant, the caller will keep you right. Come as a family, 

come with friends, make up a group - the more the merrier. There will be an 

interval to catch your breath and eat the supper provided using food from the 

South Oxfordshire Food Education Alliance (S.O.F.E.A.). Local beers will be 

available as will fair trade wines and soft drinks. Start time is 6.30pm so bring 

the young ‘uns and take ‘em home when they are tired. Tickets, which are very 

good value as they include supper, cost £12 for adults, £8 for under 16s, students and over 65s. Family 

ticket (2 adults + 2 kids under 16) cost £35. Under 5s go free. They are available from Just Trading in Wall-

ingford, R.G. Park, butcher in Cholsey, the Village Stores in Brightwell-cum-Sotwell or by calling 01491 

201229. Leave your name, address and how many of each ticket you want. You can collect them on the 

Other things happening locally which may be of interest to parents 

http://eoccc.org.uk/the-iris-festival-of-ancient-and-modern-science
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Other things happening locally which may be of interest to parents  

Full Circle Sports October Holiday Sports & Activity 

Camps 
 

Come and join us to have fun, learn new skills and make new 
friends! 
**BACK for February**     Focus on...workshops 

 
Age 8 upwards 

Time: 9.30am to 3pm (extra time available - charges apply) 
 
Wallingford School: 

Tuesday 14th February - Focus on...Football and Focus on... Netball 
Wednesday 15th February - Focus on...Climbing 

Thursday 16th February - Focus on... Dance 
Ladygrove Park School, Didcot : 
Wednesday 15th February – Focus on ... Football and Focus on ... Netball 

MultiSport Camp 

Age 4 to 13 years 
 

Activities include: Trampolining, 
Climbing Wall, MultiSports, Lacrosse, 
Hockey, Football, Basketball, Cricket, 

Rounders, Tennis, Badminton, Tag 
Rugby, Dance, Arts & Crafts and much 

more! 
Tuesday 14th February to Thursday 
16th February 

Time: 9.30 to 4.30pm (extra time of 
8.30am to 5.30pm available - charges 

apply) 
Cost: £32 per day, book all 3 Multi-
Sport Camp days for £90.(sibling dis-

counts available). 
Venue: Wallingford School Leisure 

Centre (OX10 8HH) 
We are OFSTED registered and accept 

Childcare Vouchers. 
For more details or to reserve your 
places -  

Email - sam@fullcirclesports.co.uk 
Call - 07751 231 090 

Details and booking form also availa-
ble at: www.fullcirclesports.co.uk 
 


