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Dear Parents, 

 

Happy New Year and welcome back!  I hope you all had a lovely Christmas break.  The children 
all seem well rested and have been keen to get going with their new topics this week; we have 
had a really good start to the term.  It has been great for us all to start the new year with a scaf-
fold-free school and to finally have all of the construction work completed.  We feel as though we 
have so much space!  Thank you again for your understanding throughout the roofing project. 

Our topics this term are ‘Winter Wonderland’ in Foundation Stage and Year 1, ‘The Circus’ in 
Year 2, ‘Ain’t no mountain high enough!’ in Years 3 and 4 and ‘I will survive!’ in Years 5 and 6.  
All classes have had their topic launches and I hope you will be hearing all about their learning 
in these topics over the term. 

The teachers were all back to work on Tuesday for an INSET day led by our English leader col-
leagues from  the OPEN schools.  The sessions focused on the teaching of reading and 
spelling, our teachers were enthused by the workshops and are already putting into place new 
strategies and approaches they learnt on the day. 

Our first three days with the children have been busy, with two sets of visitors in school and one 
trip to Wallingford School.  ‘Marathon Kids’ was launched in Years 3,4,5 and 6 which is an initia-
tive run by the charity ‘Kids run Free’.  A volunteer from the charity came in for the day on Thurs-
day, she led an assembly to launch the programme and has carefully measured our field and 
playground, so that children can clock up the metres with the aim to run a marathon by July.  
Their progress will all be recorded on a digital tracking system.  The children have been really 
enthusiastic about this and some even did extra running after school!  The Marathon challenge 
will take place during the school day in the form of 5-10 minute ‘work breaks’, as well as being 
used as warm-ups for PE lessons. 

We also had our first morning with our ‘Rugby Tots’ coaches this morning.  Foundation Stage, 
Year 1 and 2 all took part in sessions, which were brilliantly led and the children had great fun.  
The coaches will be in school running these sessions for six weeks this term.   

Year 3 visited Wallingford School this morning and enjoyed a session led by one of their PE 
teachers.  As the Year 3 topic is all about mountains and rivers, Mrs Harrison organised for them 
to experience the climbing wall and also to have a go on a rowing machine.  They were very ex-
cited and Mrs Harrison was amazed by how brave they all were.  A lovely launch to their new 
topic!  

Our Forest School leaders would like to invite all parents to come along to a Forest School Open 
Morning on Saturday 11

th
 March between 10am and 12.  Do come along with your children to 

find out more about what happens at Forest School.  Hot drinks will be provided! 

We are running a Science Week in the week beginning 6
th
 February.  If you use Science in your 

job, and would be able to come in during that week, Michelle Rudd and Sam Colbourne would 
be really pleased to hear from you.  Our next parent Open Afternoon will also be in Science 
Week at 2pm on Wednesday 8

th
 February, so do put that date in your diary. 

Kind regards, 

Nicky Hughes 
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Important dates for your diaries… 

Tues 17th Jan - PTFA meeting 7pm 

Fri 27th Jan - PTFA film night 6-8pm 

Mon 30th Jan - Foundation Stage Maths Information 
Session for parents - at 2pm and at 7pm 

Tues 31st Jan - Year 3/4 Trip  

Weds 1st Feb - Year 3/4 Trip  

Weds 1st Feb - Year 6 IMPS trip 

Fri 3rd Feb - Year 4 pop-up café 3pm 

Week beginning 6th February - Science Week 

Wed 8th February - Open Afternoon for parents - 2pm 

Wc 13th Feb - HALF TERM HOLIDAY 

Mon 20th Feb - INSET DAY - no school for pupils 

Week beginning 20th February - Life Bus in school 

Week beginning 27th February - Parent Teacher  

Interviews 

Tues 28th Feb - PTFA meeting 7pm 

Tues 7th March - Year 6 Junior Citizen 

Saturday 11th March - 10-12 - Forest School Open  

Morning 

Week beginning 27th March - Year 3/ 4 Production 

Remaining Term Dates 2016-2017 
Term 3 04/01/17 to 10/02/17, Term 4 21/02/17 to 
07/04/17, Term 5 24/04/17 to 26/05/17, Term 6 
05/06/17 to 21/07/17 

Remaining Inset Days 2016-2017 

Monday 20/02/2017 

 

 

New Year Swimming 

To confirm Year 6 are swimming  

Tuesday 10th and 17th January and 

then Year 4 

will swim 

from Tues-

day 24th 

January until Tuesday 28th Febru-

Our value of the  

fortnight is….. 

Peace 

Maths Information Session 

for Foundation Stage parents  

 

Please come along and find out 

more about how we teach Maths in 

Foundation Stage, and how to help 

your child at home. 

Monday 30th January  

Afternoon session - 2pm 

Evening session - 7pm   
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Marathon Kids in 

action  

Year 3 at Wallingford 

School  

Climbing Wall 
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RUGBY TOTS WITH FOUNDATION STAGE 


