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Dear Parents, 

 

Thank you for all of your support for our Christmas events over the past fortnight; particularly in accompa-
nying children to the pantomimes and helping with the PTFA events. We really do appreciate the amount 
of time that parents give to ensure they can all take place. The PTFA have raised an impressive amount 
of money towards our playground project already this year – more news on the total so far coming soon! 

 

Foundation Stage, Year 1 and Year 2 enjoyed a fantastic trip to the Cornerstone Theatre in Didcot on 
Thursday to see ‘Emily and the Thing’ - and absolutely loved it.  Teachers were really impressed by how 
well the children behaved on the trip. Thanks again to the PTFA for subsidising this trip so that we were 
able to take all of the children to the theatre and give them this valuable experience. 

 

The Infants also took their own places on the stage this week in their Strictly Come Dancing themed na-
tivity play, ‘Lights, Camel, Action!’ They really excelled themselves with super singing, a great variety of 
dances and the children who played the hosts and judges spoke so clearly and confidently – with great 
comic timing! We have received lots of compliments from parents and grandparents who came to watch. 
Well done to all of the children; we are very proud of you. Thank you to the teachers who directed and 
choreographed the performance, managing to include all of our 90 infant children.  It was a real success!  

 

Year 5 have also experienced the theatre this week, visiting Wallingford School to watch their perfor-
mance of ‘Hairspray’ which they really enjoyed.  They also went to Wallingford Library to choose books to 
help them with their ‘Twelve Days of Christmas’ reading challenge – and have coped very well without 
Mrs Colbourne this week.  Mrs Heron and I have really enjoyed teaching them but I am sure they will be 
pleased to have Mrs Colbourne back! 

 

Year 6 left school early on Monday morning for their week’s residential to Yenworthy, all very excited and 
raring to go.  The reports we have received have been that they have all been brilliant and that the staff 
are very proud of their ‘have a go’ attitude to all of the activities and of their behaviour throughout the 
week.  Amongst the activities they have experienced this week have been surfing – in the sea and on the 
sand dunes -  climbing, rock pooling, coasteering and night walking on the moor. The weather has been 
really kind and they have even squeezed in some Christmas themed activities too.  We look forward to 
welcoming them home tonight and hearing more about their adventure. Many thanks to Ms Beckett, Mr 
Beckett, Mrs Burgess and Mrs Colbourne for accompanying the children.   

 

We are hoping to see lots of children at the Christmas crafts evening after school today.  Children can 
come along to make small gifts for their friends and family, refreshments will be available and Father 
Christmas’ grotto open!  

 

Our Christmas concert will take place at St Mary’s Church next Friday at 12.30pm.  Please remind your 
children to take everything home by Thursday and just bring a coat and their packed lunch, if they are 
having one, with them on Friday.  We will be having an early lunch before we walk to the church.  Helpers 
to accompany us on our walk to St Mary’s would be much appreciated; we will be leaving school at 12.  
We do hope lots of you will be able to join us for our Christmas celebration. 

Kind regards, 

 

Nicky Hughes 
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Important dates for your diaries… 

Tues 13th Dec - School Christmas Dinner 

Fri 16th Dec - Carol Concert 12.30pm, St Mary’s Church 

 

** Friday 16th Dec  ** 

** School finishes at 1:30pm ** 

 

Dates for next term 

Tues 3rd Jan - INSET DAY - no school for pupils 

Tues 17th Jan - PTFA meeting 6pm 

Fri 27th Jan - PTFA film night 6-8pm 

Weds 1st Feb - Year 6 IMPS trip 

Fri 3rd Feb - Year 4 pop-up café 3pm 

Wc 13th Feb - HALF TERM HOLIDAY 

Mon 20th Feb - INSET DAY - no school for pupils 

Tues 28th Feb - PTFA meeting 6pm 

Remaining Term Dates 2016-2017 
Term 3 04/01/17 to 10/02/17, Term 4 21/02/17 to 
07/04/17, Term 5 24/04/17 to 26/05/17, Term 6 
05/06/17 to 21/07/17 

Remaining Inset Days 2016-2017 

Tuesday 03/01/2017, Monday 20/02/2017 

 

Please remember that school finishes 

at  1:30pm next Friday.  Children are 

to be collected straight from St 

Mary’s Church after the carol concert. 

JACS will be running until 4pm that 

day so if your child is going to JACS 

they will be walked back to school. 

New Year Swimming 

To confirm Year 6 are swimming  

Tuesday 10th and 17th January and 

then Year 4 will swim from Tuesday 

24th January until  Tuesday 28th 

February 

Morning routine 

Please note that we are very happy to open the 

hall to Key Stage 1 parents who wish to read 

with their child  from 8.30am until the doors 

open to the Infants at 8.45am.  

Please use the benches in the 

hall  and do not allow your 

child to run around in the hall 

at this time.  

Many thanks. 

Uniform  

A polite reminder about our uniform re-

quirements which include a school jumper 

or cardigan, or plain navy blue sweatshirt or 

cardigan, and dark school shoes. 

Our policy is on our website. 

Thank you.  
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Reading for Years 5 and 6.   
You may be interested to look at the following website: 

 

 
 
 

 
https://www.fantasticfiction.com/ 

Fantastic Fiction 

www.fantasticfiction.com 

Over 40,000 bestselling author bibliographies with all the latest 

books, covers and descriptions 

Year 6 having fun at Yenworthy 

https://www.fantasticfiction.com/
https://www.fantasticfiction.com/
https://www.fantasticfiction.com/


 
Issue 6 Page 4 

Christmas Tree Festival 

There is still time to head along to the  Wallingford Christmas Tree  
Festival. Miss Miles took along some children from Years 1-4 on 
Tuesday afternoon to decorate our tree with the decorations made 
by our Year 1 and 2 children. 

 

The Christmas Festival will  be open  Wednesday 7th December –  Saturday 
10th December 2016.  

We will have 25 trees, sponsored by businesses in and around Wallingford. These will be decorated by 
schools and organisations particularly involving young people, with Carols and Christmas songs as their 
themes. Visitors can take part in the popular  “Challenge” to see if they can work out which Carol/song 
belongs to which tree. 

Notcutts Garden Centre are donating and decorating the ‘Big Tree’  - some will remember how superb 
it was last Christmas.  

Entrance is free, with donations and profits from our raffle and refreshments, shared between Sue Ry-
der Hospice, Nettlebed and St Mary’s Tower Fund  Mulled wine will be just one of the many refresh-
ments on sale throughout the four days.  

We have chosen very varied prizes for our ticketed raffle :   £100 cash for first prize; 4 X 4 Off- Road ad-
venture; tour of the BMW factory at Cowley, visit to Kew Gardens and lots more donated by our many 
sponsors. Tickets are on sale in the Sue Ryder shop in St Martin’s Street.  

Whilst enjoying refreshments and the trees, there is entertainment: 

Friday 9th at 2.30 pm the Thameside U3A “Singing for Fun” Choir will be singing  Carols and Christmas 
Songs. 

Saturday 10th at 11.00 am Derek Nightingale will be giving a short Christmas Recital on the organ; and 
at 2.00 pm - Face Painting with Claire  

We close the festival with Wallingford Parish Choir “Singing Carols amongst the trees” at 7.00pm.  The 
raffle will be drawn during the evening and prizes presented.  The festival closes at 8.30 pm. 

A message from the Rector, Rev’d David Rice 

As part of our festival there will be a Tree of Remembering in St Mary’s church This tree offers the op-
portunity to remember friends and family who have died, by hanging a star on the tree with the per-
son’s name.   The tree will be available to everyone until 31st December. Fuller details available in St 
Mary’s.  
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Foundation Stage, Year 1 and Year 2 present…. 

‘Lights, Camel, Action!’ 


