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Dear Parents,  

I am sure you will be as pleased as we are to see that the majority of our scaffolding has now been re-
moved – after a rather longer than expected roofing project.  There is still some scaffolding on the Infant 
block as there is a further week’s work to complete, but we are very nearly there – and have a smart, and 
hopefully water-tight, roof!  Thank you all again for your understanding this term. We look forward to having 
our playground space back again. 

On Tuesday 15th and Wednesday 16th November we were visited by the other OPEN Headteachers for our 
annual peer review visit.  During the two days the Headteachers carried out a range of activities, including 
analysing our progress and attainment data, looking at children’s books, observing lessons, interviewing 
children, meeting with key members of staff and the governing body.  It is a very thorough process and as 
a result of the visit we are given actions to work on over the coming months.  Their feedback was over-
whelmingly positive; strengths identified included improvements in our end of year data, our new approach 
to teaching maths – ‘Maths Mastery’, our phonics provision, improved learning environments, presentation 
in books, the behaviour of the children, use of teaching assistants and good use of time in lessons. We 
were also given specific areas to develop which included ensuring that all our books show consistent learn-
ing journeys.  Two headteachers will visit us again in February to evaluate our progress on the develop-
ment areas.  My thanks to the staff for all of their on-going hard work and preparation to make the visit such 
a positive one. 

Year 5 and 6 had a super trip to Chedworth Roman villa and museum in Cirencester on Tuesday this week; 
they were amazed about how big the villa was, learnt all the names of the different rooms and sketched 
Roman artefacts in the museum.  They received compliments from members of the public for their engage-
ment in the talks. Our Key Stage 2 children have also all been to the pantomime, Sleeping Beauty, this 
week at the Watermill Theatre. Many thanks to the PTFA for subsidising the theatre trip for all of our chil-
dren. Key Stage 1 will be going on their pantomime trip to the Cornerstone Theatre on 8th December.  

Our Year 5 and 6 swimming team took part in the Wallingford Family of Schools gala on Thursday.   Once 
again, the staff and parents who took the children were really proud of how well the children competed.  
We came third overall and second in the boys’ event.  Thank you to Mrs Herron for taking the children to 
the gala and to our parents who helped to transport the team. 

Many thanks too to all of the parents who attended the Key Stage 1 making evening for the nativity on 
Wednesday of last week. The teachers were delighted that so many of you could come and help to pro-
duce the back-drop and props for ‘Lights, Camel, Action!’ which will be performed on the 5th and 6th De-
cember.  It was also great to see some of you at the Foundation Stage Phonics and Writing information 
sessions run by Nicola Ball on Monday.  We hope you found the session useful. 

Our Year 5 teacher, Mrs Sam Colbourne, and Mrs Debbie Lock, one of our Year 6 parents, are both part of 
the Military Wives Choirs who have just released their album ‘Home for Christmas’.  It would be great if we 
can help them to get their album to number one for Christmas! If you would like to watch their video, you 
can follow this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z4n-KZMSxlE, Mrs Colbourne is on there! 

Many thanks for all of your generous hamper donations on Friday; look out for the lovely hampers which 
will be on display soon, and for the raffle tickets which will be on sale over the coming weeks.  Don’t forget 
the PTFA craft evening, with Father Christmas visiting, on Friday 9th December between 4pm and 7pm, 
and our Christmas Concert on Friday 16th December at St Mary’s Church at 12.30pm. We look forward to 
seeing you all at our Christmas events. 

 

Kind regards, 

Nicky Hughes 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z4n-KZMSxlE
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Important dates for your diaries… 

Mon 28th Nov - PTFA Bagel break 

Tues 29th Nov - PTFA Christmas Fair meeting 

Mon 5th Dec - Year 6 residential 

Mon 5th Dec - 2pm Infant performance afternoon 

Tues 6th Dec - 6pm Infant performance evening 

Thurs 8th Dec - KS1 Christmas Trip 

Fri 9th Dec - PTFA Christmas Crafts Evening, Father 

Christmas and Year 5 pop up café 

Tues 13th Dec - Christmas Dinner 

Fri 16th Dec - Carol Concert 12.30pm, St Mary’s Church 

 

** Friday 16th Dec  ** 

** School finishes at 1:30pm ** 

 

Dates for next term 

Tues 17th Jan - PTFA meeting 

Fri 27th Jan - PTFA film night 

Fri 3rd Feb - Year 4 pop-up cafe 

Term Dates 2016-2017 
Term 1 05/09/2016 to Friday 21/10/16, Term 2 
01/11/16 to 16/12/16, Term 3 04/01/17 to 10/02/17, 
Term 4 21/02/17 to 07/04/17, Term 5 24/04/17 to 
26/05/17, Term 6 05/06/17 to 21/07/17 

Inset Days 2016-2017 

Monday 31/10/2016, Tuesday 03/01/2017, Monday 

20/02/2017 

Christmas School dinner 

will be Tuesday 13th De-

cember.  Please book on-

ParentPay by Tuesday 

6th December if you would like your 

child to have one. There will only be 

a meat or vegetarian 

option that day. 

Please do continue to be considerate 

parkers around our school for all our 

local neighbours. 

JACS 

Please note that places for after 

school care must be booked in 

advance, except in exceptional 

circumstances.  

Please contact Liz directly to 

book spaces, rather than the 

school office. 

Attendance 

Although we appreciate that children 

will sometimes be unwell, every day 

in school is really important so please 

send them in to school if you can. You 

may be aware that we monitor 

attendance each term and have a tar-

get of 96% for the school year. If your 

child’s attendance falls below 90% 

you may receive a letter from us. 

Please do contact us if you have any 

concerns regarding attendance. 
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The final amount collected for Children in 

need this year was £163.10.   

Thank you for all your donations. 

We have also received £363 from Waitrose from 

their community matters scheme so thank you to all 

who supported us while shopping last month. 

With thanks to the PTFA for organising it. 

PE Kits 

 

Please ensure that children have their full PE kits in school from Mon-
day to Friday each week so that they can participate fully in PE, includ-
ing outdoors.   If we have to find kit for children to borrow, that can de-
lay the start of their lesson. 

 

 

Inhalers  

 

If your child needs an asthma inhaler, please make sure they 
have it in school with them at all times.   

 

Thank you. 
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Year 5/6 Roman Trip  

- Chedworth and Cirencester 
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Year 5/6 Roman Trip  

- Chedworth and Cirencester 
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Other things happening locally which may be of interest to parents 


