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Dear Parents,  

 

Welcome back to the new school year!  We have had a great start to the term with children settling in 
really well to their new classes.  There has been a lovely buzz around the school all week.  We have been 
without Year 6 this week as we waved them off on their residential trip to Yenworthy at 8am on Monday 
morning.   We will be welcoming them back this evening.  All reports are that they have had a great time 
taking part in surfing, kayaking and cliff adventuring - what a great start to Year 6!  We look forward to 
hearing all about it next week.   

We have welcomed some new members of staff to the St John’s team this week.  Charlotte Shepherd has 
joined us as our SENCo (Special Educational Needs Coordinator), Katie Hannaford is our new teacher in 
Year 4, Suzanne Tomlinson has joined us as a teaching assistant in Year 2 and we have welcomed back 
Melanie Gravett as our Forest School leader.  It is lovely to have them all with us at St John’s.   

In their classes this week, children have particularly been focusing on ‘purple learning’ and what makes a 
successful learner, so do ask them about that.  There has been some very creative work carried out in 
classes including brains modelled using sweets and Top Trump cards showing the characteristics of suc-
cessful learners!  I have been really impressed with how well our new Reception children have settled in 
too, enjoying exploring their new classroom and making new friends, as well as learning all of the school 
routines.   

As in previous years, our first topic of the year is a whole school topic which we will launch next week 
once Year 6 are back with us, more on that soon!  Class letters with details of the class topic and what will 
be taught this term, as well as other class specific information, will be sent out to you at the start of next 
week. 

We are opening our classrooms for parent drop-in sessions next Thursday between 3pm and 4pm.  This is 
an opportunity for you to meet your child’s teacher, have a look around the classroom and ask any ques-
tions you may have.  We hope to see lots of you there.   

The last week of this term, week beginning 16th October, will be our Art Week, which will be linked to our 
topic.  We would be very grateful to anyone who would like to come in and help or run an activity with 
children that week, so do let us know if you can help.   We will hold an Open Afternoon on Thursday of 
that week from 2pm – 3.30pm to share our art and other work from the term with you.   

Another date for your diary is the PTFA Autumn Fair which will take place on Saturday 30th September, 
more information on that is included in the PTFA newsletter which will be coming out to you on Monday.  
It is always a great event so do please keep the date free if you can!  The PTFA are also holding their AGM 
at 7pm on Thursday 14th September and it would be lovely to see as many of you there as can make it.  
Come along from 6.30pm to find out more about ‘purple learning’ and the Growth Mindset work we have 
been doing with the children. 

 

Kind regards, 

Nicky Hughes 
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Important dates for your diaries… 

11th Sept-  9am - coffee morning for new par-

ents in the hall 

14th Sept - 3-4pm Parent drop in - Open Class-

rooms 

14th Sept - 7pm - PTFA AGM ,  

(from 6.30pm Purple Leaning information) 

30th Sept - Autumn Fair 

13th Oct 9.30am - Harvest Festival 

w/c 16th Oct - Art Week 

Thurs 19th Oct 2 - 3.30pm - Open Afternoon, Art 

Exhibition 

 

Term Dates 2017-2018 
Term 1 06/09/17 to 20/10/17, Term 2 30/10/17 to 
19/12/17, Term 3 04/01/18 to 09/02/18, Term 4 
19/02/18 to 29/03/18, Term 5 16/04/18 to 25/05/18, 
Term 6 04/06/18 to 20/07/17 

Remaining Inset Days 2017-2018 

Monday 04/09/2017, Tuesday 05/09/17, Monday 

06/11/17, Monday 23/07/18, Tuesday 24/07/18, 

Wednesday 25/07/18 

 
Reminder that we are a nut free 

zone at St John’s.  We have a 

number of children with nut aller-

gies so ask that there are no nuts 

in lunchboxes.  Many thanks. 

Value of the Fortnight … 

 

QUALITY 

After School Clubs 

Clubs will start in the week beginning 18th September. A clubs letter will 

be sent out a the start of next week. 
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Year 6 on Residential at Yenworthy this week 

Work on Purple Learning and the brain from Year 5 


